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TO AMANDA. * 



• - 



J\cctTr , dear Njmpb, a tribute due 

To sacred friendship, 9nd to jou; 

But with it take what breath'd the whole, 

O take to thine , the Poet's soul. 

2f fancy here her power displays , 

Or if a heart exalts these lays, 

.Tou fairest , in that fancy shine , 

iAnd all that heart is fondly thine. 



* These verses were never before puhlished. They 
fverewriUen by Mr. Thdmson to Anumda , then Miss 
JT'G* so often celebrated, ivith a present of the frst 
•Ofy of his Seasons. They have been communicate 
to (hg editor , by Mr. Creech of Edinburgh. 



AN 

ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

LIFE AND WRITINGS 



OF 



JAMES THOMSON, 



Xt 18 commonly said , that the life of a good writer 
is best read in has works ; which can scarce fail to 
neceive a peculiar tincture from his temper, manners, 
and habits ; the distinguishing character of his mind p 
hu ruling passion , at least , will there appear undis- 
guised. But however just this observation may be ; 
and although we might safely rest Mr. Thomson's 
fame , as a good man , as well as a man of genius , 
.on this sole footing ; yet the desire which the public 
always shews of being more particularly acquainted 
arith the history of an eminent author , ought bo( 
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to he disappointed ; as it proceeds not from toiere 

cariosity , but chiefly from affection and gratitude 

to those by whom they have been entertained and 

instructed. 

To give sorae account of a deceased friend is often 
a piece of justice likewise , which ought not to be 
refused to his memory , to prevent or eflace the im- 
pertinent fictions which officious biographers are so 
apt to collect and propagate. And we may add , that 
the circumstances of an author's life will sometime* 
throw the best light upon his writings ; instances 
whereof we shall meet with in the following pages. 

Mr. Thomson' was born at Ednam , in the shire of 
Roxburgh^ on the i ith of September , in theyear 1700* 
His father , minister of that place , was but little known 
beyond the narrow circle of his co-presbyters, and tb 
a few gentlemen in the neighbourhood ; but highly 
respected by them , for his piety , and his diligence 
in the pastoral duty : as appeared afterwards in their 
kind offices to his widow and orphan family. 

The reverend Messrs. Riccarton and Gusthart par- 
ticularly , took a most affectionate and friendly part in 
all their concerns. The former , a man of uncommon 
penetration and good tasle , had ' very early disco- 
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Yered , through the rudeneM of young Thomson'* 
poerile eseays, a fund of genius well deserving culture 
and eocouragement. He undertook , therefore , with 
iJie faiher^s approbation , the chief direction of his 
•ladies , famished hirn with proper books , corrected 
his pevformances t and was daily rewarded with the 
pleasure of seeing his labour so happily employed. 

The other reverend gentleman , Mr. Gusthart , who 
is stiU living, one of the ministers of Edinburgh, and 
senior of the Chapel Boyal, wastno less serviceable 
to Mrs. Thomson in the management of her liule 
affairs ; wKich , after the decease of her husband , 
burdened as she was with a family of nine children , 
required the prudent counsels and assistance of that 
faithful and generous friend. 

Sir William Bennet likewise , well known for hia 
gsy humour and ready poetical wit , was highly de-v 
Ughted with our young poet , and used to invite him 
to pass tbe sunmier vacation at his country seat : a 
scene of life which Mr. Thomson always remembered 
with particular pleasure. But what he wrote during 
that time , either to entertain Sir William andMr. Bic^ 
carton , or for his own amusement, he destroyed every 
new jfear's day 3 committing his little pieces to th^ 

1 * 
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flames, in their due order; and croiprnlng the 8olein«> 
nit^ -mth a copy of verses , ^n which were humorously 
recited the several grounds of their condemnation. 

After the usual course of school education, undtv 
an able master at Jedburgh, Mr. Thomson was sent to 
the University of Edinburgh, But in the second year 
of his admission , his studies were for some time in- 
terrupted by the death of his father ; who was cairied 
ofTso suddehly , that it was not possible for Mr. Thpmr- 
son , with all the diligence he could use , to receive 
his last blessing. This affected him to an uncommon 
degree ; and his relations still remember some ex- 
traordinary instances of his grief and filial duty on 
that occasion. 

Mrs. Thomson , whose maiden name was Hume ,. 
and who was co-heiress of a small estate in the 
country, did not sink under this misfortune. She 
consulted her friend Mr. Gusthart j and having , by 
his advice , mortgaged her moiety of the farm , re* 
paired with her family to Edinburgh; where she 
lived in a decent frugal manner, till her favourite 
son had not only finished his academical course , but 
was even distinguished and patronized as a man of 
genius. S)<e w^/ herself, a |»erson of uncommon 
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natural endowmeotfi ; possessed of erery social an4 
domestic virtue -, vrith an imaginalion , for vivacity 
and vrarmth , scarce inferior to her son's , and whicU 
raised her derotiooal exercises to a pitch bordering 
on enthusiasm. 

But whatever advantage Mr. Thomson might de« 
rive from the complexion of his parent , it is certaia 
lie owed much to a religious education; and that his 
early acquaintance with the sacred writings contri'* 
boted greatly to that siMime , by which his works 
will be for ever distinguished. In his first pieceS», 
the Seasons , we see h^m at once assume the majestiq 
freedom of an Eastern writer ; seizing the grand ima* 
ges as they rise , cloathing them in his own expressiva 
language , and preserving , throughout , the grace , 
the variety , and the dignity which belong to a Just 
composition , unhurt by the stiffness of formal method* 
About this time , the study of poetry was becomo 
general in Scotland , the best English authors being 
universally read , and imitations of them attempted. 
Addison had lately displayed the beauties of Milton's 
immortal work ; and his remarks on it , together 
with Mr. Pope's celebrated Essay , had opened tha 
yraj tq an acquaintauce with the best poets and critics^ 
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But the most learned critic is ^ot always the beft 
judge of poetry -, taste being a gift pf nature , the 
iNrant of which , Aristotle and Bossu cannot supply ; 
Qor even the study of the best originals, when the 
reader's faculties are not tuned in a certidn oon^ 
nance to those of the poet : and this happened to 
be the case with certain learned gentlemen , into 
whose hands a few of Mr. Thomson's first essays bad 
fallen. Some inaccuracies of style, and those luxUrian- 
eies which a young writer can hardly avoid, lay 
qj^en to their cavils and censure ; so far indeed they 
might be competent judges : but the fire and enthu-t 
friasm ofthe poet bad entirely escaped theirnotice. Mr. 
Thomson, however, conscious of his own strength, 
was |iot discouraged by this treatment ; especially as 
be bad some friends on vfrhbse judgment he could bet- 
ler rely , and who thought- very difierently pf hi^ 
performances, Only, from that time, he began to 
turn his Views towards Londop ; where works of 
genius mdy always expect a candid ret:epUon and due 
encouragement ) and an accident soon after pntirel^y 
determined him to try hit fortune there^ 

The divinity chair at Edinburgh was then 6Ue4 
by ihi^ reyeiend and learned Mr. illamiltpaj a genlley 
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nan vniyenallj respe|:ted and beloved j and who 
had particularly endeared himself to, the young di- 
mes under his care^ bj his kind offices, his candor 
and affability. Our author had attended his lectures 
for about a year , \fhf;n there was prespqbed to hin^ 
for tbie subject of an exercise , a Psalm , in which 
the power and majesty of God are celebrated. Of this 
psaln^ he gave a paraphrase and illustrauon , as the 
nature pf the exercise required ; but in a style sq 
bighly poetical 9A surprised ^lie whole audience. 
Mr. Hamilton , ^s h^s custom wa^ , complimented the 
orator upon his performance, and pqint^d put to the 
students t}ie most piasterly striUng parts of it -, hu( 
atlasf , turning ^o Dli'. Thomson, he told him, smi- 
ling , that if he though^ of bc^ng useful ip the miois-r 
try, he must keep a stricter rein upon his imagina- 
tion, and express h^self i|i language more intel- 
ligible to an ordinary <:oDgregaliop. 

This gave Mr. Thopison to ^nt^efstand , that hi^ 
«l(pectations frorn the study of theology might bo 
Yery precarioqs \ even thought the Church had beea 
inof;e bis free choice ^^^x\ probably it was. So that 
having, soon after, received some encouragemeut 
inm^ a lady of c^uali^^ a friend of hU n^othQrj^ 
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pair of ever seeing any Lliing npw and origioaL Thesa 
^ere some'v^hat morliHed to jiiid their notions du^ 
iurbed by the appearance of a poet , who seemed 
to owe nothing but to nature and his own genius. 
But , in a short time , the applause becanne unani- 
mous ; every one wonJeriqg liow so juany pictures , 
and pictures so familiar, should haye moved them , 
but faintly , to what they felt in his descriptions* 
His digres^ons too, the QverQowings of a tendeip* 
benevolent heart, chami'd the reader no less ; 
leaving him in doubt , whether he should more ad^ 
mire the Poet, or love the Man. 

From that time Mr. Thomson's acqi^aintance was 
courted by all men of taste ; and several ladies of 
|iigh rank and distinction became his declared patro- 
nesses : the Coun(ess of Hertford, Miss Drelincourt » 
afterwards Yiscounlcss Priinro&e, Mrs. Stanley, and 
otliers. But the chief happiness which his Winter 
procured hipi^ was, that it brought htm acquainted 
with Dr. Rundle , afterward^ lofd Bishop of Dcrry > 
who, upon conversing with Mr. Thomson, and find- 
ing in him qualities greater still, and of more value 
fhan those of a poet , received him into his intimate 
^onfid^nce and frieudsliip; promoted his character 
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etery where ; introduced him to his great friend the 
Lord Chancellor Talbot ; and , some years after , when 
the eldest son of that nobleman was to make his towr 
of travelling ^ recommended Mr. Thomson as a pro- 
per companion for him. His affection and gratitude 
to Dr. Rund^ , and his indignation at the treat- 
ment that worthy prelate had met with , are finely 
expressed in his Poem to the memory of Lord Tdbot. 
The true cause of that undeserved treatment has 
been secreted. from the public, as well a^ the dark 
wutnamvres that were employed : but Mr. Thomson , 
who had access to the best information, places it t« 
the account of 

Sltaiderous zeal, andpoUiics infirm 

Jealous of worth ; 

IS^eanwhile, our poet's chief care had been, in re-* 
torn for the public favour , to finish the plan a hich 
their wishes laid out for him; and the expectations 
which his JVinter had raised , were fully satisfied by 
the successive publication of the other Seasons : of 
Summer , An the year 1727; oi Spfing, in the begin* 
sing of the following year ; and of Autumn , in a 
quarto edition of his works printed in t73o. 

Jas that edilion , the Seasons are placed in their 
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ne^ioDs , and their religious institatioos, Hpw par* 
ticular and judicious his observations rrere , we seer 
in his poem of Liberty , begun soon after his return 
to England. We see , at the same time , to what a 
high pitch his lore of his country was raised , by 
the comparisons he had all along been making of our 
happy weH-poised government with those of other 
nations. To inspire his fellow-subjects with the liko 
sentiments ; and to shew them by what means tho 
precjoos freedom we enjoy may be preserved , and 
how it may be abused or lost ; be employed two 
years of his Ufe in composjmg that noble work : tt|^n 
which » conscious of the ' importance and dignity of 
the subject^ he valued Himself more than upon all' 
bis other writings. 

While Mr. Thomson was writing tb» firtt part of 
Ziberif, he received a severe shock, by the deatk 
of his noble friend and fellow traveller ; which waa 
coon followed by another that was severer still , and 
of more geqeral concern , the death of lord Talbot 
himselfj which Mr. Thomson so pathetically and sa 
justly laments in the poem dedicated to his memory. 
]u hiiii , the oaiion saw itself depriviul of an uncor^ 
rupijed patriot^ the faithful guardian of their rights^ 
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^n ^liose trisdom and integrity they had founded 
their hopes of relief from many tedious vexations : 
and Mr. Thomson , besides his share in the general 
snouming , had to bear aU the affliction which a heart 
like his conld feel, for the person "vtrhom, of all 
nmnkind , he most revered and loved. At the same 
lime , he found himself, from an easy competency • 
reduced to a state of precarious dependanc'e , in which 
he passed the remainder of his life ; excepting only 
the two last years of it , during which he enjoyed 
the place of surveyor general of the Leeward Islands , 
procured for him. by the generous friendship of 
Lord Lyttelton. 

loitnediately upon his return to England with 
Mr. Talbot . the Chancellor had made him his secre- 
tary of Briefs ; a place of little attendafice , suiting 
his retired indolent way of life , and equal to all hit 
wants. This place fell with his patt-on ; and althougli 
the noble Lord , who succeeded to Lord Talbot in 
office , kept ft vacant for some time » probably till 
Mr. Thomson should apply for it, he was so dispirited, 
and so listless to every concern of that kind , that he 
uever took one step in the af&ir ; a neglect "which 
bit best friends greatly blamed in him. 
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Yet could not liis geniod'be depressed, or hitv 
temper hurt , by this rererse of fortane. lie resu- 
med, mth time, his usual chearfuloess, and never 
abated one artide ip his way of living; which, thoii^h 
simple , was genial and elegant. The profits arising 
from his works were not inconsiderable ; his tragedy 
of Agamemnon , acted in 1738, yielded a go<^ sum; 
Mr. Millar was always at hand , to answer > or erea 
to prevent , his demands ; and he had a friend xx 
two besides , whose hearts , he kn^w, were net con- 
tracted by the ample fortunes they had sncquired; 
who would , of themselves, interpose , if they saw 
any occasion for it. 

But his chief dependance , during this long inter- 
val , was on the protection and bounty of His Royal 
Highness Fkedehig Prince of Wales ; who » upon the 
recommendation of Lord Ly ttelton , then his chief 
favourite , settled on him a handsome allowance. And 
afterwards , when he was iutroduced to His Royal 
Highness, that exciellent Prince, who truly was what 
Mr. Thomson paint* him , ihe friend of mankind and 
of merit, received him very graciously, and ever 
after honoured him with, many marks of particular 
^vojir and coofidence. A circanutance , Yrhich does 
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equal honour to the patron and the poet, ought 
not here to be omitted; that Lord Lyttelton's 
recommendation came altogether unsolicited, and 
long before Mr. Thomson was personally known to 

him. 

It happened, however, that the favour of His Royal 
Highness wa« in one instance of some prejudice to 
our author; in the refusal of a licence for his tragedy 
of Edward and Eleonora, which he had prepared 
for the stage , in the year 1739. The reader may see 
that this play contains not a line which could justly 
give offence; but the ministry, still sore from certain 
pasquinades, which had lately produced the stage-act; 
and as little satisfied with- some parts of the Prince's 
political conduct , as he was with their mtoagement 
of the public affairs ; would not risk the repre- 
•enUtion of « piece written under his eye, and , thcj 
might probably think , by his command* 

This refusal drew after it another; and in a way 
which , as it is related , was rather ludicrous. Mr. Pa- 
tcTson p a companion of Mr. Thomson , afterwards 
his deputy , and then his successor in the general 
sanreyorship , used to write out fair copies for his 
fnisod , when such were wtnted for the press or foe 
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the stage. This gentleman likewise courted the tragic 
muse J and had taken for his subject , the story of 
uirminiuSf the German hero. But his play, guiltless 
as it yras , being presented for a licence , no sooner 
had the censor cast his eyes on the hand-Trriting in 
trhich he had seen Edward and Eleopora , than he 
cried out : away with it ! and the author's profits 
were reduced to what his bookseller could afford 
for a' tragedy in distress. 

Mr. Thomson's next dramatic performance was the 
Musque of Alfred , written jointly with Mr. Mallet , 
by command of the Prince of Wales , for the enter- 
tainment of His Royal Highness's court,, at his sum*^ 
mer-residence. This piece , with some alterations , 
and the music new , has been since brought upoa 
the stage by Mr. Mallet : the original play was acted 
St CUfden, in the year I'jl^o, on the birth-day of 
Her Royal Highness the princess' Augusta. 

In the year 1745 , his Tancred and Sigismmida , 
taken from the novel in Gil Bias , was perfomied, 
with applause ; and from the deep romantic distress 
of the lovers, continues to draw crowded houses. 
The success of this piece was indeed ensured A>oni 
ihe first , by Mr. Garrick's and Mis. Cibber*s appear^ 



J 
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itig in tlie principal characters ; wLich tliej heigh- 
ten and adoru -with all the magic of their never- 
failing, art. * 

He had , in the mean time , been finishing his 
CasUe of Indolence, in two crnnios. It was, at first , 
litcle more than a few detached stansas , in the waj 
of raillery on himself, and on some of his friends, 
who would reproach him with indolence ; while he 
thought them , at least , as indolent as himself. But 
)te saw very soon , that the subject deserved to be 
treated more seriously , and in a form fitted to convey 
one of the most important moral le^oos* 

The stanza, which he vses iii this work, is that of 
j*peuser , borrowed from the Italian jioets ; in which 
he thought rhinies had their proper-place, and were' 
even graceful : the compass of the stanza admitting 
an agreeable Tariety of final sounds ; %yhile the sense 
of the poet is not cramped or cut short , not yet too 
much dilated : as must often happen , when it is par* 
celled out into rbimed couplets; the usual measui*e, 
ittdeed , of our. elegy and satire ; but which always 
weakens the higher poetry, and, to a true ear, will 
sometimes give it an air of the burlesque. 

This wai the last piece ]tfr. Thom«on himself pu* 

4 
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bUshed ; liis tragedy of CorioLutus being onljr prv^ 
pared for tlie theatre , when a fatal accident robbed 
the ^ world of one of the bett men, and best poett, 
that lived in it. 

He had always been a timorons horseman ; and 
more so , in a road where numbers of giddy or nn-» 
skilful riders are continually passing : so that when 
the weather did not invite him to go by water , he 
would conimonly walk the distance between Lon- 
don and Richmond , with any ac<{uaintance that of-* 
lered ; with whom he might chat and rest himself, 
or perhaps dine, by the way. One summer-evenings 
being alone , in his walk from town to Hammer- 
smith, he had overheated himself, and in that con- 
dition , imprudently took* a boat to carry him to 
Kew; apprehending no bad consequence from tbe 
chill air on the river , which his walk to his house , 
at the upper end of Kew-lane , bad always hitherto 
prevented. But, now, the cold had so seized him , 
that next day he found himself in a high fever , so 
much the more to be dreaded as he was of a full 
habit. This, however, by the use of proper medici- 
nes, was removed , so that he was thought to be out 
of danger ; tUl the fine ^eat^jier having tempted bias 
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to expose himielf once more to tlie CTeniog dewt , 
bis fever returned ivith Tiolenoe, and with such 
«jnnptomt m leftnohopet of a cure. Twoday^had 
paMed before his relapse was known in town ; at last 
Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Reid, with Dr. Arnutrong , being 
informed of it , posted out at midnight to his assi- 
stance : but alas ! came only to endure a sight of all 
others the most shocking to nature , the last agonict 
of their beloved friend. This lamented death hap- 
pened on the 27th da J of August 174S' 

His testamentary executors were the Lord Lyt* 
teltoh , whose care of our poet's fortune and iam« 
ceased not with his life ; and Mr. Mitchell , a gentle* 
man e<pially noted for the truth and constancy of 
his private friendships , and for his address and spirit 
ns a public minister. By their united interest, th* 
orphan pby of CorioUmut was brought on the staga 
to the best advantage ; frpm the profits of which , 
and the sale of manuscripts, and otlier effects, all 
demands were duly satisfied, and a handsome sum 
remitted to his sisters. My Lord Lyttelton's prologue 
to this piece was admired as one of the best that 
had ever been vnitten ; the best spoken it certainly 
was. The sympathizing audience saw , that , ihen iu* 
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deed , Mr. Quin wa» no Mtor; that the tears he shed, 

were thone of real friendship and grief. 

Mr. Thomson'* remains were deposited in the 
church of Richniend, under a plain ston*, without any 
inscription : nor did his brother poete at all exert 
themselm on the occasion, as they had lately done 
for one who had been the terror of poets aU hk 
life-lime. This sUence furnished matter to one of 
his friends for an excellent satirical epigram , wliicK 
Yre are sorry we cannot give the reader. Only one 
genlleroan, Mr. Collins, who had lived some lime at 
Bichmond, but forsook it when Mr. Thomson died, 
^rote an Ode to his memory. This, for the dirge- 
like melancholy it breathes, and the warmth of 
affection that seems to have dictated it, we shaU 
subjpiu to the present account. 

Our author himself hints, somewhere in his worka, 
that his exterior was not tl»e most promising; hi» 
m&U being rather robust than graceful : though it 19 
known that in his youth he had been thought hand-r 
some. His worst appearance was , when you saw 
him walking ajonp, itj a thoughtful mood : but let 
a friend accost him, and eulcr iuto cmiverKatioii , 
he would instantly brijhlen in a most amiabU 
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lopect f his features no longer tlic same , and his eye 
darling a peculiar animated fire. The case M^as much 
alike in company ; iivkere, if it was mixed, or very 
numerous, he made but an iadifferent figure : but 
irith a few select friends, he was open, sprightly, 
and entertaiuiog. His wit flowed freely , but perti-> 
neiitly , and at due intervab , leaving room for every 
ene to contribute his share. Such was his extrenra 
sensibility , so perfect the harmony of his organs 
with the sentiments of his mind , that his looks always 
aonounced , and half expressed what he was about; 
to say ; and hi& voioe corresponded exactly to the 
manner and degree in which he was aflected. This 
sensii;»iiity had one inconvenience attending it, that 
it rendered him the very worst reader of good poetry^ 
a ^sonnet, or a copy of tame verses , he could managti 
pretty well, or even improve them in the reading ; 
but a passage of Virgil , Milton , or Shakespeare , 
would sometimes quite oppress him , ,so that you coul4 
hear little else than sopie ill<irticulate4 sounds ^ 
rising as from the bottom of his breast, 

He had improved bis taste upon the best origi-« 
nals , ancient and modem ; but could not bear to 
wri^e what was not strictly his own ; vrla.X had n<k| 

a ♦ 
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inore immediately struck his imagination , or touched 
hia heart ; so tliat he is not In the least concemeid 
in fh|it question about the merit or demerit of 
imitaiors. What he borrows from the ancients, 
he giTCS us in an awored faithful paraphrase or 
translation ; as ve see in a few passages taken from 
Tirgil, and in that beautiful picture from Plin^ the 
elder , where the course , and gradual increase^ of 
|he ?^ile , are figured hj the stagey pf man's life. 

The autumn was his favourite season for pc(eti-r 
cal composition , and the deep silent of the night, 
|he time he commonly chose for such studies^ so 
that he would often be heard walking in his library, 
^U near morning, humming over, in his way, what 
he was to correct and write out next day. 

The.fimusempnts of Ya$ leisure hours wei^e ciTil 
find natural history, Toyages, and the relations of 
travellers, the most authentic he could procure : and 
had his situatiop favoured it , he would certainly 
have excelled in gardening , agriculture , and every 
rural ijmprpvement vtd eiercis^. Although he per<> 
iformed oq no instniment, h<{ was pawionately ion4 
of music , and ^irould sometimes listen a full hour 
#( ^ window %o th« nightingales in Richmond gar<# 
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dens. While abroad, he had been greatly deb'ghted 
with the regular Italian drama , tuch as Metastaaio 
wriles; as it is there heightened by the charms of 
the best voices and instruments j and looked upon 
our theatrical entertainments « as, in one respect, 
naked and imperfect , when compared with the an^ 
cient, or with those of Italy; wishing sometimes 
that a chorus , nt l^ast, and a better nciUUive, coubl 
be Introduced. 

Nor was his taste less exquisite in the arts of 
painting , sculpture , and wchitecture. I^ his travels , 
he had seen all the most celebrated monuments of 
antiquity , and the best productions of modem art; 
a: studied them so minutely , and with so true a 
judgment , tl^at in somf: of his descriptions , in the 
poem of Li^ty , we have the master-pieces there 
mentioned placed iu a stronger light perhaps , than 
if we saw them witb our eyes ; at least more justly 
delineated than in any oth^r account extant : so supe« 
rior is a natural taste of the grand and beautifui, 
to the traditional lessons of a common viriuoso. His 
collection of prints, andsome drawings from the anti- 
que , are now in the po86e((sion of his friend Mr. Gra j 
af Richmond Hill, 
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Ab for his more distinguishiog qualities of mind 
aud heart , they are better represented in his -writ-^ 
ings , than they can be by the pen of any biogra* 
pher. There , his love of mankind , of his country 
and friends; his 4lBvotion to the Supreme Being ^ 
founded on the n>ost elevated and just conceptions 
of his operations Jind providence , shiue out in every 
page. So unbounded vvas his tenderness of heart , that 
it took in even the brute creation : judge what it 
must have been towards his ovm species. He is uot 
indeed known , through his whole life , to have given 
any person one •moment's pain , by his writings or 
Otherwise. He took no part in the poetical squabbles 
which happened in his time ; and was respected • vd 
left undisturbed by both sides. He would even reius9 
to take oifenccwhen he justly mi^lit , by interruptr 
ing any persoual stoiy that was brought him , with 
some jest , or some humorous apology for the ofleuder. 
Pior was. he ever seen ruffled or discomposed j but 
when he read or heard of some flagrant instance of 
injustice, oppression, or cruelty : then, indeed, the 
strongest marks of horror and indignation were visible 
ifk his countenance. 

These amiable virtues^ this divine temper.ofmiadi^ 
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<Ud not fail of their due reward. His friends loved 
)(im wilh an enthusiastic ardor , and lamented his 
uulimely fdte in the manner that is still fresh in 
every o.ne*8 memory ; the best and greatest men pf 
his time honoured him with their friendship and 
protection; the applause of tlve public attended every 
appearance he made ; the actors, of whom the mora 
eminent were his friends and admirers , grud{2;iag no 
pains to do justice to his tnagedies. 4t present, in- 
deed t if we ^except Tancred, they are seldom called 
for ; the simplicity of his plots , and the models ha 
worked after , not suiting the reigning taste , nop 
tKe impatience of an Bngli&h theatre. They may 
herjcafter come to be in vogue : but we hazard no 
comment or conjecture upon them , or upon any 
part of Mr. Thomson^ works ; npithpr need they any 
defence or apology , after the reception they havo 
had at home 4 and in the foreign languages into 
which they have been translated. We shall only say, 
that, to judge from the imitations of his manner, 
which have been following him close, from the very 
Hr^t publicatio^n of Jointer ^ he seems to have (1x64 
no inconsiderable acra of the English poetry. 
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DEATH OF Mr. THOMSON, 

BY Mil COLLINS. 

The scene of the following stanzas is 
supposed to lie on the Thames , near 
Richmond. 

I. 

Xn yonder grftTe a Druid Uet 
Where slowly 'mods the stealing ware; 

The year's best sweeU shall duteous ri8# 
To ded^ its Poet's sylvan grave. 

II. 

In yon deep. bed of irhisp'ring reeds 

His airy harp (i) shall now be laid , 
That he , whose heart in sorrow bleeds , 

May love thro' life the sootWng shade. 

(I) The Hsrp of >Eolus , of which sf« a description in 
the Castlk or Indolence. 
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III. 
Tlifn maids and youths shall linger Htf re , 

And while its sounds at distance swell , 
Shall sadlj seem in Pity's ear , 

To hear the Woodland Pilgrim's knell. 

IV. 
Remembrance oft shall haunt the ^re 

When Thames in summer wreatffis drett. 
And oft suspend the dashing oar 

To bid his gentle spirit rest^ 

V. 
And oft as Ease and Health retire 

To breezy lawn , or forest deep , 
The friend shall Tiew yon whitening (i) spire. 

And 'mid the varied landscape weep^ 

VI. 

But Thou , who own'st that earthy bed , 

Ah ! what will erery dirge avail? 
Or tears y which Love and Pity shed 

That mourn beneath the gliding sail 7 

VII. 
Yet lives there one , whose heedlcM cy« 

<t} KicHMOMD Chitrclu 
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Shall scorn thy pale shrine glimm'ring near? 
"With him , sweet bard , may Fancy die , 
And Joy desert the blooming year. 

VIII. 
Bui thou , lorn stream , vrhose sullen tide 

]\o sedge-cro^n'd Sisters now attend, 
jVow waft me from the green hill's side 
Whose cold turf hides the buried friend. 

IX. 
And see , the fairy yalleys fade , 

Dun Night has .ireil'd the solemn view; 
Tet once again , dear parted shade , 
Meek Nature's Child , again adieu. 

X. 
The genial meads assigned to bless 

Thy life , shall mourn thy early doom ; 
Their hinds, and shepherd-girls shall dress 
With simple hands thy rural tomb. 

XI. 
Long , long , thy stone , and pointed clay , 

Shall melt the musing Briton's eyes; 
Oh ! vales , and wild woods , shall He say ^ 
In yonder grave Your Druid lies 1 
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THE ARGtJMENr. 

TttE subject proposed. Inscribed to the coantesB of 
Hertford. The Season h described as it affects the 
various parts of Nature , ascending from the lower 
to the higher ; ^ith di^essions arising from the 
subject. Its influence on inanimate Matter , on 
Vegetables, on brute Animals, und last oo-Man; 
concluding with a dissuasive from the wild and 
irregular passion of love , opposed to that* of « 
pure and happy kind. 
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\>oif E , gentk Spring , elheretil mildness , come*!^ 
And from the i>osom of yon dropping cloud , 
While music wakes around , veil'd in a shower 
Of shadowing roses , on our plains descend. 

O Herlfoird , fitted or to shine in courts ^ 
With unaffected grace, or walk the plain 
With innocence and meditation joiu'd 
In soft assemhlage , listen io mj song , 
Which thy own Season paints j when Nature alt 
Is blooming and benevolent , like thee. 

And seie where surly Winter passes off, 
Jfi'ar to the north , and calls his ruilian blasts t 
His blasts obey , and quit the howling hill , 
Tbe shatter'd fortot , and the ravag'd vale j 
While softer gales succeed , a\. whose kind toucb, 
Dissolving snows in li'vid torrents lost , 
Tbe mountains lift their green heads to the sky. 

As yet the trembUog year is unconfivm'd ; 
And Winter oft at eve resumes the breeae, 
CbiOs the pate nQrn , «»d bid9 hu driving sleeU 



Deform the day ddightless : so thai searce 
The hl*tem knows his tiaie, wilh bill ingulpht^ 
To shake th^ souiiding marsh ', or from Uie shore 
The ploTers when to scatter o'er the heath , 
And stng their wild notes to the listening wastev 

At last from Aries rolls the bounteous sun , 
And the bright Butt receives him. Then no miMPc 
Th' expansire atmosphere is cramp'd with cold ; 
But , fuU of life and Tivjfying soul , 
tifis the light clouds suhlmie, and spreads them thiik^ 
Fleecy and white , o'er all-«urrounding heaven. 

Forth fly the tepid airs ; and unconfin'd , 
Unbinding earth , the moving softness strayst. 
Joyous , th' impatient husbandoian perceives 
Relettling Nature , and his lusty steers 
Drives from their stalls, to where the weli-oa'd ploBg^ 
lies in the furrow , loosened from the frost. 

I 

There, unrefusing, to the hamessM yoke 
They lend their shoulder, and begin their tqH. 
Chear'd by the simple song and soaring lark, 
iftleanwhile incumbent o*er the shiniag share 
The master leans , removes th' obstructing dajr 
"Winds the whole work , and sidelong lays the glebe. 
'White, ihtQ*' the neighbouring fields the sower stalks 



SPRUNG. 4j 

IViih measnr'd step ; and liberal throws the grain 
Into the faUhful bosom of the ground : 
7iie harrow follows harsh , and shuts the scenes 
fie gracious , Heaven ! for now laborious Mas 
Has done his part. Ye fostering breezes , blow ! 
Ye softening dews , je tender showers , descend t 
And temper all, thou world^reviving sun. 
Into the perfect year ! Nor je who live 
In luxury and ease, in pomp and pride. 
Think these lost themes unworthy of your ear •' 
Such themes as these the rural Maro sung 
To wide-imperial Rome , in the full height 
Of elegance and taste, by Greece refin'd. 
In ancient times , the sacred plough cmploy'd 

^he kings , and awful fathers of Mankind : 

* 

And some , with whom compared your insect-trihei' 

Are but the beings of a summer's day , 

Have held the scale of empire , ruVd the storna- 

Of mighty war -, then , with unwearied hand , 

Disdaining little delicacies , seized* 

The plough, and greatly independent liv'd. 

Ye generous Britons , venerate the plough ; 
And o>r your hills , and long withdrawing vales p 
%t% Autumn spread his treasures to the svn , 
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liUxuriant and unbounded : as the set/ 
Far ihro* his azure turbulent domain^ 
Your empire ov^ns , and from a thousand shor0# 
^afts all the pomp of life into your ports ; 
60 with superior boon may your rich soil , 
Exuberant , Nature's better bJlessingB pour 
O'er every land , the najked nations clothe / 
And be tV eihaustless granafy of a world ! "" 

Nor only thro' the lenient aiir this change ^ 
Delicious, breathes j the penetrative sun. 
His force deep-darting to the dark retreat 
•Of vegetation , seljs the steaming Power 
At large, to wander o'er the yemant earthy 
In various hues ; but chiefly thee , gay Green ! 
Thfiu smiling Nature's universal robe 1 
United light and shade ! where the nght dwells 
"Wuh growing strength , and ever-new delight^ 

From the moist meadow to the wither'd hill, 
Led by the breeze , the vivid veirdure runs , 
And swells, and deepens, to the cherish'd eye* 
/The hawthorn whitens ^ and the )uicy groves 
^ut forth their buds, unfolding by degrees, 
T;ill the whole leafy forest stands displayed , 
^ full b^xuril^qe to t1\e sighing galjes; 
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"VHieve the deer rusUe thro' the twining brake« 
And the birds sing £onceal'd. At once an«j'4 
In all the colours of the flushing year , 
Bjr Nature's si^vft and secret-n^orking hand. 
The garden glows, and fiUs the liberal air 
IfYilh lavish fragrance ; while the promised fmii 
lies yet a little embryo, unp^ceiv'd. 
Within its crimson folds. Now from the town 
Baried in smoke , and sleep , and noisome damps ,' 
Oft let me wander o'er the dewy fields', 
Wheiefreshness breathes^and dash the trembling drops 
From the bent bush , as thro' the verdant maz« 
Of sweet-briar hci^ges I pursue my walk \ 
Or taste the tmdl of dairy ; or ascend 
Seme eminence, Augusta, in thy plains/ 
A^d see die countty , iax di£fiis'd around , ^ * ' 
One boundless Mush , «ne white-empurpled showev 
Of mingled blossoms ; where tlie raptur'd eye 
Hurries from joy to joy , and , hid beneath 
The lair profusion , yellow Autumn spies. 

If, brush'd froiii Russian wilds, a cutting gale 
Bise not , and scatter from his humid wingp 
The clamihy mildew ; or, dry-blowing, breathe 
Tntimely frost : before whose baleful bbiV 
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The fu)l>l)lown Spring thro* all her foliage shrinki^ 

^Joyless aofi 4ea4 » a iiflde-dejected waste* 

« 

For oft, engender'd hj the hazy norths 
Myriads, on myriads , insect armies irarp . 
XLe^n in t}ie poison'd breeze ; and wasteful eat^ 
Thro' buds and bark, into the blacken' d. cons^ 
Their eager way*. A feebly race ! yet ,oft 
The sacred sons of vengeance j on whose coursA 
Corrosive famine waits, and kills the year. 
To check this plague the skilful faimer diaff i^ 
And blazing straw, before his orchard bums; 
Till, all involved in smoke, the latent foe 
From every cranny suffocated falls : 
Or scatters o'er the blooms th^ pungent. dn9l 
Of pepper, fatal to the frosty trjbje ; 
Or, when th' enyenom'd leaf begins to curl, 
With sprinkled water drowns them in their nest; 
Kor , while they pick th^m up with busy bill , 
The little trooping birds unwisely scares. 

Be patient , swains ; these cruel-seeming winds 
Blow not ih vain. Far hence they keep repressed 
Those deepening clouds on clouds, surcharged with rain. 
That o'er the vast Atlantic hither borne. 
In £udle«8 train, would quench the supimer bUze, 
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And , cfaearless , droi!?n the crude unrtpened year. 
The north-east ^nds his rage ; he now shut up 
'Within his iron-cave , th' effusive south 
Warms the wide air, and o'er the void of heaven 
Breathes th^ big clouds with vernal showers distent* 
At first a dusky wreath they seem to rise , 
Scarce staining ether ; iiut by swift degrees , 
In heaps on heaps, the douhiing vapour sails 
Along the loaded sky , and mingling deep 
Sils on th' horizon round a settled gloom : 
Kot such as wintry-storms on mortals shed^ 
Oppressing life ; but lovely , gentle , kind , 
And full of every hope and every joy , 
The wish of Nature. Gradual sinks the breeas 
Into a perfect calm ; that not a breath 
Is lieard to quiver thro' the closing woods. 
Or rustling turn the many -twinkling leaves 
Of aspia tall. Th' uncurling floods , dilTus'd 
In glassy breadth, seem thro' delusive lapse 
Forgetful of their course. 'Tis silence all , 
And pleasing expectation. Herds and flocks 
Drop the dry sprig, and mute-imploring eye 
The falling verdure. Hush'd in short suspense. 
The plumy people streak their wings with oil^ 

3 ♦ 
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To threw the lucid moisture trickling off; 

And wait th' approaching sign to strike, at onoe^ 

Iitte the general choir. Even moantains, vales. 

Add forests seem , impatient , to demand 

Tlie promis'd sweetness. Man superior walks* 

Amid the glad creation , musing praise. 

And looking lively gratitude. At last. 

The clouds consign their treasures to the fields; 

And , softly shaking on the dimpled pool 

)Prelusire drops, let all their moisture flow. 

In large effusion , o'icr the freshen'd world. 

The stealing shower is scarce to patter -heard. 

By such as wander thr-o' the forest walks. 

Beneath the umbrageous multitude of leaves. 

But who can hold the shade, while Heaven descends 

In universal bounty , shet^ding herbs , 

And fruits, and flowers, on Nature's ample lap? 

Swift fancy fir'd anticipates their growth j 

And, while the milky nutriment distils. 

Beholds the kindling country colour round. 

Thus all day long the full-distended clouds 
Indulge their genial stores , and welUhower'd earlk 
Is deep enricVd with vegeuble life; 
Till, ia the western skjr, the4ownward sua 
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t«oo1(S ont, effnlgeut, from amid tlie flush 
Of broken, douds , gay-«1iifttng to. hU beam. 
The rapid radiance instantaneous strikes 
Tb' iilamin'd mountain , tbro' the forest streams , 
Sliakes on the floods , and in a yellow mist , 
Far smoaking o'er tV interminable plain, 
}n twinkling myriads lights the dewy gems. 
Moist, bright, and green, the landskip laughs around* 
Full swell the woods; their very music wakes, 
Mix'd in wild concert with the warbling brookt 
increased , the distant bleatings of tlie hills , 
And hollow lows responsive from theval^, 
Whenfie lilending all the sweetened zephyr springs} 
Mean time refracted from yon eastern clbud. 
Bestriding earth , the grand ethereal bow 
Shoots up immense ; and every hue unfolds. 
In fair proportion ruuning from the red. 
To where the violet fades into the sky. 
Here, awful Newton , the dissolving clouds 
Form, fronting on the sun, thy showery prism; 
And to the sage-instructed eye unfold 
The various twine of light , by thee disdos'if 
From the wliite mingling maze. Not so the boy ; 
He wondering viewi the bright cachaatment hwdf 



Delightful , o'er tke radiant fields , and mnt 
To catch the falling glory ; but amaz*d 
Beholds th' amusive arch before him fly , 
Then Tanish quite away. Still night succeeds , ^ 
A softened shade, and saturated earth 
Awaits the momlng-beam , to give to light, 
Rais'd thro^ ten thousand diflferent plastic tubes^ 
The balmy treasures of the former day. 

Then spring the living herbs, profusely wild, 
Cer all the deep-green earth , beyond the powfiip 
Of botanist to number up their' tribes : 
Whether he steals along the lonely dale , 
lo silent search; or thro' the forest, rank 
"With wh^t the dull incurious weeds account , • 
))ursts his blind way ^ or climbs the mountain-rock ,' 
Fir'd by the nodding verdure of its brow. 
With such a liberal hand has Nature flung 
Their seeds abroad , blown them about in winds, 
Innumerous mix'd them with the nursing mold , 
The moistening current , and prolific rain. 

But who their virtues can declare 7 who pierce , 
Wiih vision pure , into tliese secret stores 
Of health » and life , a^d joy ? the food of Man ^ 
.Vrl)ile yet be Uv'd in ianocence , and told 
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k kngtli of golden years ; unflesh'd in blood ». 
A Jtranger to the sayage arts of life , 
Death , rapine , carnage , surfeit , and disease ; 
The lord , and not the ^ant , of the world. 

The first fresh dawn then waVd the gladdened ractf 
Of nncomipted Man , nor blush' d to see 
The sluggard sleep beneath ils sacred beam : 
For their light slumbers gently fum'd away ^ 
Aod up they rose as vigorous as the sun , 
Or to the culture of the willing glebe , 
Or to the chearful tendance of the flock. 
Meantime the song went round ^ and dance and sporty 
Wisdom and friendly talk , - successive , stole 
Their hours away : w^hile in the rosy vale 
Love breath'd his infant sighs , from anguish free , 
And full replete with bliss ; save the sweet pain , 
That , inly thrilling , but exalte it more, 
r^or yet injurious act, nor surly deed , 
Was known among those happy sons of Heaven; 
For reason and benevolence were law. , 

Harmonious Nature too look'd smiling on. 
Clear shone the skies, cool'd with eternal gales. 
And balmy spirit alL The youthful sun 
Shot his best rays, Mod still the gracious clouda 
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Drop'd fatness down; at o*er the sweUing mead. 
The herds and flocks, commixing , play'd secure. * 
This when , emergent from the gloomy wood , 
The gUring lion saw, his horrid heart 
Was meekened , and he join'd his sullen joy. 
For music held the whole in perfect peace : 
Soft sigh'd the flute; the tender voice was heard, 
AYarbling the yaried heart ; the woodlands round 
Apply 'd their quire; and winds and waters flow'd 
In consonance. Such were those prime of days. 

But now those white unUemlsh'd manners, whencQ 
The fabling poets took their golden age , 
Are found no more amid these iron times , 
These dregs of life ! Now the distempered mind 
Has lost that concord of harmonious powers , 
AYhich forms the soul of happiness ; and all 
Is ofi* the poise within : the passions all 
Have burst their bounds ; and reolon half extinct. 
Or impotent, or else approving, sees 
The foul disorder. Senseless, and deformed, 
Convuldve anger storms at large ; or pale , 
And silent, settles into fell revenge. 
Base envy withers at another's joy , 
Aad hates that excellence it cannot reach- 
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Besj^^Dg fkkT , of feeble fancies full , 
Weak and anman] j , loosens every power. 
Efcn loTe itself is bitlerness of soul , 
A pensiTe angaish pining at the heart ; 
Or, sunk to sordid iiiterest, feels no more 
That noble wish', that never cloy' d desire, 
Which , selfish joy disdaining , seeks alone 
To bias the dearer olject of its flame. 
Hope sickens with ettravagance ; and grief. 
Of life iii)palient, into madness swells; 
Or in dead silence wastesthe weeping hours. 
These, and a thousand mixt emotions more , 
From ever-changing vievi's of good and ill , 
Form'd infinitely various , vex the mind 
"Witli endless storm : whence , deeply rankling , grow# . 
The partial thought , a listless unconcern , 
Cold, and averting from our neighbour's good ; 
Then dark disgust , and hatred , winding wile« , 
Coward deceit, and ruiiian violence": 
At last, extinct each social fueling , fell 
And joyless inhumanity perviades 
And petrifies the heart. Nature disturb'd 
Is dcem'd , vindictive , to ha^v« changed her counen 
Eence/ in cid dusky time , a deluge came : 
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>Vhea the deep-cleft disparting orb , tliat arcVd 
The central waters round , impetuous rush'd / 
"With universal burst , into tbe gulph , 
And o'er the high-pU'd hills of fractur'd eartk 
Wide dash'd the waves , in undulation vast; 
Till , from the center to the streaming clouds , 
A. shoreless ocean tumbled round the globe. 

The -Seasons since have , with severer sway , 
Oppressed a broken world : the Winter keen 
Shook forth his waste' of snows ; and Summer shot 
His pestilential heals. Great Spring, before, 
Greca'd all the jear; and fruits and blossoms blushM, 
In social sweetness , on rfie self-same bough. 
Pure was the temperate air; an even calm 
Perpctuad reign'd ; save what the zephyrs bland 
Breath'd o'er the blue expanse : for then nor storrof 
Were taught to blow , nor hurricanes to rage ; 
Sound slept the waters ; no sulphureous glooms 
S\veird in the sky , and sent the lightning forth ; 
While sickly damps , and cold autumnal fogs. 
Hung not , relaxing , on the springs of life. 
But now, of turbid elements the sport, * 
Txom clear to cloudy tost , from, hot to cold , 
Aad dry to moist , with iaward-ealing change,- 
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OvT drooping days are dwindled down to nOQgKt , 
Their period finished ete 'tis well begun. 

And yet the wholesome herb neglected dies; 
Though wjith th,e purp exhibrating soul 
Of nutriment and health ; and vital powers , 
Beyond the search of ioirt , 'tis copious blest. 
For, with hot ravine fir'd , ensanguin'd Man 
Is now become the lion of the plain , 
Aiid worse. The wolf, who from the nightly fold 
Fierce drags the bleating prey , ne'er drank her milk ; 
Nor wore bfir warming fleece : por has the steer ^ 
At whose strpng chest the deAdly ^tyger hangs , 
Ferplow'd for him. They too are temper'd high| 
With hunger stung and wild necessity , 
Nor lodges pity in their shaggy breast, 
But Man , whom Nature form'd of milder cjaj > 
With every kind emotion in his heart, 
And taught alonfS to weep ; while from her lap 
She pours ten thousand delicacies , herbs , 
And fruits, as numerous as the drops of rain 
Or beams that gaye them birth : «haU he, fair form!» 
Who wears sweet sm^le? , and looks erect on Heaven, 
E'er sloop to mingle with the prowling herd , 
And dip his tongue in gore ? The beast of prey , 
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Blood-staia'd^ Reserves to bleed : but yon, ye flocln^ 
VThat bare you done 5 ye peaceful people, what. 
To merit death 7 jou, who have given us milk 
In luscious streams , -and lent us your own coai 
Against the winter's cold? And the plain os^ 
That harmless , honest , guileless animal , 
In what has he offended? he, whose toil. 
Patient aqd ever ready, clothes the land 
^ith all the pomp of harvest \ ^11 he bleedj^ 
And struggling groan heneaih the crutel handf 
Even of the clown be feeds ? and that , perhap«^ 
To swell the.rvot of tV Autumnal feast, ' 
Wen by his labour ? Thus the feeling heart 
Would tenderly suggest : but 'Us enough. 
In this late aj^ , adventurous , to have touch'd 
Light on the numbers oftheSamianSage. 
High Heaven forbids the ]H>ld presumptuous strain* 
Whose wisest will has fix'd us in a sute 
That must not yet to pure perfection rise. 

Now when the first foul torrent of the brooks, 
fiwell'd with tKe yemal rains , is ebb'd away , 
And, whitening, down their mossy-tinctur*d stream 
I>esGends the billowy foam : now is the time . 
W141e ;jret the dark-brpwo water aids the guile. 
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totmpt.the trout. The well dlisemUed tf, 
Iht rod fine-Uperiug with elastic spring , 
featch'4 froiii the hoarj steed the floating linev 
iadall thy slender watry stores prepare. 
Botlet not en thy hook the tortured worm > 
Coitf uldve , twitt in agonizing folds ; 
Which , by rapacioushoager swallow'd deep , 
Circs, OS you tear it Irom die bleeding breaaC 
Of the weak he^less uncomplaining wretch, 
Bar^h pain and horror to the tender hand. 
Whau with liis Uve^ ray the potent sun 
Has pienfd the streams , and rous'd the finny raoe^ 
Then, issuing ^^arful, to thy sport repair; 
Chief should the western breezes curling play. 
And light o'er ether bear the shadowy clouds, 
ffigh to tbeir fount, this. day , amid thehilb, 
Aod woodlands warbling round , trace up the brooks^ 
The next , pursue their rocky-channel'd maze , 
Down to the river, in whose ample wave 
Their little Njaiads love to sport at large. 
hut in the dubious po)nt , where with the pool 
Is mix'd the trembling stream , or where it bbib. 
Around the stone , or from the hollowed banlfc 
IB/tverted plays ia undulating flow 4, 
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There threw , nice-judging , the delusive fly ;-< 
Jk.nd as you lead it round in artful curve , 
"With eye attentive mark the springing game; 
Strait as ahave the surface of the flood 
They wanton rise , or urg*d by hunger leap , 
Then fix , with gentle twitch , the barbed hook t 
Some lightly -tossing to the gras^ bank , 
And to the shelving shore dew-dragging soMe^ 
With y^rii^tts hand proportioned te their force. 
If yet too young , and easily deceived , 
At worthless prey scarce bends your pliant rod, 
l^im , piteous of his youth and the short spaice 
He has enjoy'd the vital light of Heaven ^ 
6oft disengage , and back into the stream 
The speckled captive throw. But should you lure' 
From his dark haunt , beneath the tanked roots 
Of pendant trees, the monarch of the brook. 
Behoves you then to ply your finest art. 
Long time he, foUowiug cautious, scans the flyf 
And oft attempts to seize it , but as oft 
The dimpled water speaks his jealous fear. 
At Ust , while haply o'er the shaded sun 
Passes a cloud , he desperate takes tl^e death , 
yy^)}k sullen plunge. At once he darts along g 
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Beep^truck , and runs out all the lengthened line: 
ThcD seeks th« farthest ooze , the sheltering weed ^ 
Tile cavera'd bank , his old secure abode ; 
iod flieii aloft , and flounces round the pool p 
Indignant of the guile. With yielding hand , 
That feels him still , ^et to his furious course 
Gives 'waj , you , naw retiring., following now 
▲cross the stream , exhaust his idle rage : 
Till floating broad upon his breathless side ,. 
And to his fate abandoned , to the shore 
Ton gaily drag your uoresisting prize. 

Thus pass the temperate hours : but whien the Soar 
ihakesfromhisnoon-day throne the scattering clou<b^ 
Even shooting, listless languor thro' the deeps ; 
Then seek the bank where flowering elders croud> 
"Where scattered wild the lily of the vale 
h» balmy essence breathes , where cowslips han|^ 
The dewy head, where purple violets lurk, 
"With all the lowly children of the shade : 
Or lie reclin'd beneath yon spreading ash> 
Hang o'.er the steep ^ whence , borne on liquid wing ^ 
The sounding culver shoots , or where the hawk ,. 
High, in the beetling cliff, his airy builds* 
There let the clastic page thy fancj lead . ^ 



Thro* nirtf tcenet ; MichutheMantiunisinii& 
Pttots in the matchless harmony of sooi^ 
Cr catch thyself the hadskip, gliding swift 
Athwart imagination's virid eye : 
Or by the focal woods and waters hiH'd^ i, 

And last m lonely musing , in a diream , i 

CanCns'd, of careieM9olilude, wheramik 
Ten thoniand wandering images of tfan^^ , 

Soothe every gust of passion into peace, 
AU but ihe swelhngs of the softened heart , 
'Thai waken , not disturb (he tranquil 

Behold yon breathing prospect bids the 
Throw all her beauty forth. But who can 
li&e.Nature? Can imagination boast , 
Amid its gay creation , hue* like hers? 
Or can it mix them with thatmatcIilefiBahBft^ 
A^d lose them in each other , as appears 
In^every bud that blows? If fancy then 
Unequal fails beneath the pleasing tadi. 
Ah whatAhall language do 7 ah where find word» 
Tinged with so many colours ; and whose power. 
To life approaching , may perfume my lay» 
With that fine oil , those aromatic galea « 
achat ii«eg(h«iatiT«ftQwcQatiqual rooodL? 



Tef, tlio'tnccesdess, will the toil debglif. 
Come then , je tirgint and ye youths , whose hetn» 
Have felt the raptvret of refining love ; 
And thoa , Amanda > come , pride of my song ! 
Fonn'd by the Gmoes-, lovelinen itself ! 
Come with those downcast eyes, sedate and sweet « 
Thoee looks demure, that deeply pierce ^Sam soul, 
Where , with the light of thoughtful reason vaxi\^* 
Shines lively fancy and the fieeliag heart : 
O come ! and while tlie ro«y>footed*l!IIIay 
Steds bhishing on , together let us fread 
The morning dews , and gather in their prim« 
Fresh-blooniibg.floweM , to grace thy braided ha^^' 
And thy loy'd bosoofr that improves their sweets. 
See, where the winding Tale its lavish stores^ 
frrigaott9, spreadsc See, how the lily drinks 
The latent rill , scarce ooung thro' the gMM*^. 
Of growtli luxuriant \ or the humid bank , 
In fair profusion , decks. Long let us wa]k> 
VThere the breeze blows from yon extended fie^ll 
Of blossom'd beans. Arabia cannot boast 
A fuller gale of joy , than , liberal , thence 
Breathes thro' the sense , - and ukes the ravish'd wBL 
Nor k tbfi mead unworthy of. thy foot^ 
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Full of fresli verdure , and uanum1>er*d flowet:^ > 
The negligence of Nature , wide , and 'wild ; 
"Vvhere , undisguised 'by mimic Art , she spread^ 
Unbounded beauty to the roving eye. 
Here their delicious task the fervent bees , 
tn swarming millions , tend : around , athwart y 
ThrV the ^ft air , the busy nations fly , 
Cling to the bud, and, with inserted, tube. 
Suck its pure essence, its ethereal soul 3 
And oft , with bolder wing , they soaring ^re 
The purple heath , or where the wild thyme grow^y 
And yellow load them with the hiscrous spofl. 
At length the Onish'd garden to the view 
Its vistas opens , and its alleys green. 
Snatched thro' the verdant maze ', the hurried ey« 
Distracted watiders; now the bowery walk 
Of covert close , where scarce a speck of day 
Falls on the lenghten'd gloom, protracted sweeps: 
^ow meets the bending sky; the river now 
Dimpling along , the breezy ruffled lake , 
The forest"^ darkening round, the glittering spire, 
Th' ethereal mountain , and the distant main. 
But why so far excursive ? when at hand , 
Along tiies« blushing borders , br»|ht with dcw> 
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kol in jon mingded wilderness of flowers , 

Fair-handed Spring unbosoms every grace ; 

Throws out the snow-drop , and the crocus first ( 

The daisy , primrose , violet darkly blue.., 

ind polyanthus of unnumbered dyes ; 

The yellow wall-flower , stain'd with iron brown;- 

And lavish stock that scents the garden round : 

From the soft wing of vernal breezes shed , 

Anemonies, auriculas, enrich'd 

With shining meal o^er all their velvet leaves ; 

And full ranunculas , of glowing red. 

Then comes the tulip-race , where beauty p1ay# 

Her idle freaks ; from family difTus'd 

To iimily , as flies the father-dust » 

The varied colours run ; and , while they break 

On the charm'd eye , th' exulting florist marks , 

With setret .pride , the wonders of his hand. 

No gradual bloom is wanting ; from the bud , 

First-lxMrn of Spring , to Suoimer's musky tribes ; 

Nor hyacinths , of purest virgin white , 

Lovr-bent, and blushing inward j nor jonqiuls^ 

Of potent fragrance ; nor Narcissus fair ,, 

As o'er the Cabled fountain hanging stilt ; 

Nor broad caroation^,, nor gay-spolted pinki^ 

4 



^or f shower'd (rom eierj bush , the daittaak-T«(^* 
Infinite numbers , delicacies , sndeUs , 
Wilh hues on hoe's expressioa cannot paint. 
The breath of Nature , and her endless blooiit. 

Hail , Source 6f being ! universal Soul 
Of Heaten and earth ! essential Presence , hail ! 
To Thee I bend ih6 knee ; to Thee Hij thoughts^ 
Continutfl , climb ^ who, whh a master-hand , 
' Hast the great whole inta |>erfectiota touch' d. 
hf Thee the Tarious vegetative tribes , 
Wrapt in a .filmy net , and clad with leaver. 
Draw the live ether , and imbibe the dew : 
Bj Thee disposed into congenial soils y 
Stands each attractive plant, and sucks, and sw^ 
The juicy tide ; a twining mass of tubes. 
At Thy command the vernal Sun awakje» 
The torpid sap, detruded to the root 
By wintry winds, tliat now in fluent dance. 
And lively fermentation , mounting , spreads 
All this innunierous-coloured scene of things. 

As rising from the vegetable world 
My theme ascends, with equal wing ascend. 
My panting Muse -, and hark , bow loud the woo^ 
lAvite you forth in all your gayest trim. 



Lend mc your song , ye nigYitingales ! oh pour 
Tbe niazy-ronning soul of melody 
Into my varied verse ! while I deduce , 
From the first note the hollow cuckoo sings , 
The ^mphony of Spring , and touch a thenn« 
Unknown to fame, the passion of the groves, 

When first the soul of Love is sent abroad,' 
Warm thro' the vital air, and on the heait 
Ilarmonious seizes, jthjS gay troops begin, 
In gallant thought , to plume the painted wing j 
And try again the long-forgotten strain , 
At fiist faint-warbled. But no sooner grows 
The soft infusion prevalent, and wide, 
Thao , all alive , ^t once their joy overflows 
In music unconfin'd. Up-springs the lark,' 
6hriU-voic*d , and loud , the messenger qf mom | 
Ere yet the shadows fly , he mounted sings 
Amid tl^e dawning clouds , and from their haunfti 
Calls up the jtuneful nations. Every copse 
Deep-tangled, tree irregular, and bush 
Bending with dewy moisture , o*er the heads 
Of the coy quiristers that lodge within , 
Are prodigal of harmony. The thrush 
4^ wppd-fark , pVr the kind-contending thronfr 
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Superior heard , run thro' the sweetest leagtli , 
Of notes ; when listening Philomela deigns 
To let them joy , and purposes , in thought 
Elate , to make her night excel their day. 
The black-bird whistles from the thorny brak^ \ 
The mellow bullfinch answers from the grove : 
]^or are the linnets , o*er the flowering furze 
Poor'd out profusely , silent. Join'd to these 
tnnumerous songsters , in the freshening shads 
Of^ew-^mng leaves ; their modulations' mix 
MelUflaous. The jay , the rook , the daw , 
And each harsh pipe, discordant heard alone. 
Aid the full concert : while the stock dove breathe^ 
A melancholy murmur thro' the whole« 

'Til iiove creates their melody , and all 
This waste of music is the voice of Liove ; 
That even to birds , and beasts , the tender ar^ 
Of pleasing teaches. Hence the glossy kind 
Try every winning way inventive love 
Can dictate , and in courtship to their mates 
Pour forth their little souls. First , wide around', 
"With dtsUnt awe , in airy rings they rove , 
Endeavouring by a thousand tricks to catch 
Thie cuaning, conscious, half-averted glance 



^ 
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Of the regar^as chflrmer. Should she seem 
Softening the least approvance to bestow , 
Their colours burnish , and by hope inspired , 
They brisk advance ; then , on a sudden struck , 
Kelire disordered ; then again approach ; 
lo fond rotation spread the spotted wing , , 
And shiver eTeiy feather with desire. 

Connubial leagues agreed, to the deep woodt 
They haste away, all as their fancy leads. 
Pleasure, or food^, or secret safety prompts; 
That Nature's great command may be obey'd f 
Nor all the sweet sensations tbey perceive 
Indulg'd in vain. Some to the holly-hedge 
Nestling repair, and to the thicket some; 
Some to the rude protection of the thorn 
Commit their feeble offspring : the cleft tree 
Offers its kind concealment to a few , 
Their food its insects , and its moss their nests. 
Others apairt far in the grassy dale. 
Or roughening waste , their humble texture weave. 
But most in woodland solitudes deb'ght , 
In unfrequented glooms , or shaggy banks , 
Steep, and divided by a babbling brook, 
\/Vko8e murmurs sooth them all thf live-long day. 
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When by kind cluty fix'd. Among tlie rooU 
, Of hazel , pendant o'er the plaintive stream , 
Thej frame the first foundation of their domes ; 
Dry sprigs of ^rees, in artful fabric laid. 
And bound with clay together. Now 'tis nought 
But restless hurry thro* the busy air. 
Beat by unnumbered wings. The swallow sweeps 
The slimy pool , to build his hanging house 
Intent.' And often from the careless back 
Of her/5s and flocks a thousand tugging bills 
Pluck hakf a/id wool ; and oft , when unobserv'd, 
6teal from the bam a straw : till soft ond warm , 
Clean , and complete , their habitation grows. 

M 

As thus the patient dam assiduous sits. 
Not to be tempted from her tender task"^ 
Or by sharp hunger , or by smooth delight, 
Tho' the whole loosened Spring around her blows / 
)ler sympathizing lover takes his stand 
High on th* opponent bank , and ceaseless sings 
The. tedious time away ^ or else supplies 
Her j^ace a moment , while she sudden flits 
To pick the scanty meal. Th' appointed time 
With pious toil fulGlVd, the callow young, 
Warm'd apd expanded into perfect life , 
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tiwir brittle bondage break , and come to light, 
A helpless familj demanding food 
TVith constant clamour. O what passions then , 
What melting sentiments of kindly care , 
On the new parents soze ! Away they fly 
AfTeclionate , and undesiring bear 
The n;io8t delicious morsel to their young ; 
Which equally distributed , again 
The search begins. Eyen so a gentle pair , 
Bj fortune sunk , but form*d of generous mold , 
And charm'd with cares beyond the vulgar breast , 
la some lone cott amid the distant woods, 
Sustain'd alone Ly providential Heaven , 
Oft, OS they^veeping eye their infant train, 
Check their own appetites, and give them all. 

Nor toil alone they scorn : exalting love , 
By the great Father of the Spring inspir'd , 
Gives instant courage to the fearful race , 
And to the simple art- With stealthy yting , 
Should some rude foot their woody haunts molest^ 
Amid a neighbouring . bush they silent drop , 
And whirring thence, asifalarm'd, deceive 
T}i' unfeeling school-boy. Hence , around the head 
Of wandering swain ; the wlule-wiog'd plovek* wheeb 
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Iler sounding flight , and then directly oi| 

In long excursion skims the level lawn , 

To tempt him from her nest. The wild duck, hence. 

O'er the rough moss , and o'er the trackless waste 

The heath-hen flutters^ pious fraud ! to lead 

The hot pursuing spaniel far astray. 

Be not the Muse asham'd, here to bemoan 
Her brothers of the grove , by tyrant Man 
Inhuman caught, and in the narrow cage 
From liberty con6n'd , and boundless air. 
Dull are the pretty slaves , their plumage dull. 
Ragged , and all its brightening lustre lost j 
Kor is that sprightly wildness in their notes. 
Which , clear and vigorous ^ warbles from the beech. 
O theii ye friends of love and love-taught song , 
Sparp the soft tribes, this barbarous art forbear; 
If on your bosom innocence can win. 
Music engage , or piety persuade. 

But let not chief the nightingale lament 
Her ruin d care , too delicately fram'd 
To brook the harsh confinement of the cage^ 
Oft when , returning with her loaded bill, 
Th' astonish'd mother finds a vacant nest , 
By the hard hand of unrelenting clow4» 
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RpWd , to the ground tke vain proTision falls ^ 
Her jfunioDS ruffle , and low-drooping scarce 
Can bear the mourner to the poplar 'shade ; 
Where , all abandoned to despair , she ungs 
Her sorrows thro' the night ; and , on the bough , 
Sole-sitting y still at every djing fall 
Takes up again her Lamentable strain 
Of winding woe ; ' till , wide around , the woods 
Sigh to her song , and with her wail resound. 

Bat now the feather'd youth their former bounds, 
Irdent , ^sdain ; and , weighing oft their wings | 
Demand the free possession of the sky : 
This one glad office more , and then dissolve^ 
Parental love at once, now needless grown. 
Uidavish Wisdom never works in vain. 
'Tis on some evening , sunny , gratefid , mild , 
When nought but balm is breathing thro' the woods/ 
With yellow lustre bright , that the new tribes 
Ti^t the spadous heavens , and look abroad 
Oa Nature's common , far as they can see. 
Or mog , their range and pasture. O'er the boughf 
DaQciDg about , still at the giddy verge 
Their resolution fails ; their pinions still , 
£^ loose fibrationslretph'd; to trnst the voicl 



^ 
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lotfulge their purer lores , the rougher wortd 
Of brutes , below , rush furious into flame , 
Arid derce desire. 'Thro' all his lusty veins 
The bull , deep-scorchM , the raging passion feelsi 
Of pasture sfck , and negligent of food , 
Scarce seen , he wades among the yellow broom » 
While o'er his ample sides the rambling sprays 
Luxuriant shoot \ or thro' the mazy wood 
Dejected wanders, nor th* inlicingi>ud 
Crops , tho'' it presses on his careless sense^ 
And oft , in jealous madning fancy wrapt , 
He seeks the (ight ; and ^ idly-butting , feigns- 
His rival gor'd in every knotty trunk. 
Ilini should he nieet, the bellowing war begin^i^ 
Their eyes flash fury ; to the hollo w'd earth, 
Whence the sand ilies, they mutter bloody deeds, 
And grnatiing deep , th' impetuous, battle mis : 
While the fair heifer, balmy breathing, near. 
Stands kindling up their rage. The trembling sleed # 
With this, liot impulse sqiz'd in every nerv«>. 
Nor heeds the rein , nor hears the sounding thong; 
Blows are not felt; but tossing high his head, • 
And by the well-known joy to distant plains 
dl^llracied strong, all wild he bursts away^ 
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0'^ rbclu, aud woocls, and cfaggy mountains flics ] 
And , neighing , on the aerial summit takes 
Th' exciting gale; then , steep-desce^dtilg , clearres 
The headlong torrents foaming do^n tKe liilli , ' 
Even where the madness of the straitened stream 
Tarns in black eddies round : such is the force 
"W^ith which his frantic heaft and sinew» swell. 

Nor ondelighted bj the boundless Spring 
Are the broad monsters of the foaming deep c 
From the deep 00 z* dind gelid cavern rous'd, 
Tliey flounce and tumble in unwieldy joy. 
Dire were the strain , and dissonant , to sing 
Tlie cruel raptures of the savage kind : 
How by this fbm^ their native wrathi sublimed. 
They roam , amid the fury of fbeir heart. 
The far-resounding waste in fiercer bands , 
And growl their horrid loVes. But this , the thettiy 
I ting , ehraptur'd , to the Britfsh Fair , 
Forbids, and lead^ me to the moutflain-hnow, 
Where sits the shepherd on the grassy turf. 
Inhaling, healthful, the descending sun. 
Around him feeds his many-bleating flock. 
Of various cadence; and his sportive lambs. 
This way and that convolv'd , .in firiskful g'lee^ 

5 
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Tbeir frolicks pUiy. And now the sprightly race 

Invites them forth j when swift, the signal given. 

They start away, and sweep the massy mound 

That nina afpund the hill; the. rampart once 

Of iron war , in ancient harbarous times, 

"When disunited Britain ever bled. 

Lost in eternal broil : ere yet she grew 

To this deep-laid indissoluble state , 

Where Wealth and Commerce lift their golden heads; 

'And o'er our labours , Liberty and I^aw , 

Impartial , watch : the wonder of a world I 

What is this mighty Breath, ye Sages, say» 
That, in a powerful Unguage, felt not heard, 
Instrucu the fowls of Heaven f and thro* their breast 
These arts of love diffuses? Wliat, but God? 
Inspiring God ! who boundless Spirit all , 
And unremitting Energy , pervades , 
Adjusts , sustains , and agitates the wholei. 
He ceaseless works alone ; and yet alone 
Seems not to work : with such perfection fram'd 
Is this complex stupendous scheme of things. 
But , tho' concealed , to.every purer eye 
Th' informing Author {n his works appeani : 
Chief, loTely Spripg, in ikee, «&d thy soft sceod; 
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Tlie Smiling God is seen ; ^bile watef, earth. 
And air attest his bounty ; -which exalts 
Tlie brute creation to this finer thought..' 
And annual melts their undcsigning hearts' . 
Profiuely thus in tenderness and joy. 

StiU let my song a nobler note assume , 
And sing th' infusife ibrce of Spring en Man ^ 
When Beaven and earth , as if contending, Tjar 
To raise his being , and serene his soul , 
Can he forbear to join the general smile 
Of Nature ? Can fierce passions vex his breast ,. 
While every gale is peace, and every grove 
Is melody? Hence ! from the bounteous walks 
Of flowing Spring, ye sordid sons of earthy 
Hard, and unfeeling of another's Woe, 
Or only lavish to yourselves ; away ! 
But come , ye generous minds , in whose wide thought. 
Of all his works, creative Bounty burns 
Willi warmest beam ; and on your open front 
And liberal eye, sits, from his dark retreat 
Inviling modest Want. Nor, till invok'd 
Can restless goodness wait ; your active searcH- 
Leaves no cold wintry corner unei^plor'd; 
Like iilent-workiog Heaven , surprising ofi 
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Trust your soft, minutes mth betrajhig Man, 

And let tV aspiring youth beware of love , 
Of the smooth glance beware -, for 'tis too late , 
"When pn his heart the torrent-softness pours, 
Then wisdom prostrate lies, and fading fame 
Dissolves in air awayj while the fond soul. 
Wrapt in gay visioiis of unreal bliss, 
StiU. paints th' illusive forpi ; the kindling grace; 
Th' inticing smile; ihfi modest-seeming eye. 
Beneath whose beauteous beams, belying heaven j| 
Lurk searchless cunning, cruelty, ^nd d^ath: 
And still false-warbling in his cheated ear,. 
Her syren Toic«, eiachanting, draws him on 
To guilrful jshores, and meads of fatal joy. 

Even -present, in the very l^p of love 
Inglorious laid; while music flows around. 
Perfumes^ and oils, and wine , aqd wanton hours; 
Amid the roses fierce Hepentance rears 
Her snaky crest : a quick-returping pang 
Shoots thro' the conscious heart; where homoursUlla 
And great design, against th' oppressive load 
Of luxury, by fits, inapalient heave., 

But absent, what fantastic woes, arous'd, 
llage in f9ich. thought, by restless musing fe4« 
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diill the warm cheek , and blast the bloom of life ! 
Neglected fortune flies; and sliding swift. 
Prone into ruin, fall his scom'd aflairs. 
'Tis nonght but gloom around : the darkened sun 
Loses his light. The rosy-bosom'd Spring 
To weeping Fancy pines ; and yon bright arch , 
Contracted, bends into a dnskj Tank. 
AS Pfature fades extinct; and she alone 
Heard, felt , and seen , possesses every thought. 
Fills every sense, and pants iu every vein. 
Books are bat formal duhiess , tedious friends ; 
And sad amid the social band he sits, 
Lonely, and unattentive. From his toogne 
TV unfinidi'd period falls : while, borne away 
On swelling thought, his wafted spirit flies 
To the vain bosom of his distant fair; 
And leaves the semblance of a lover, (ii'd 
In melandioly she, with head declin'd. 
And love-defected eyesr Sudden he starts, 
Shook from his tender trance , and restless runs 
To glimmering shades , and sympathetic glooms; 
Where the duo umbrage o'er the falling stream , 
Romantic, hangs; there thro' the pensive dusk 
Strays, in heart thrilling meditation lost, 

5» 



Indulging all to love; or on the bank 
Thrown, amid drooping Ulies, swells the breetd 
"With sighs unceasing , and the brook with tean* 
Thus in soft anguisH he Consumes the day, 
Kor quits his deep retirement , tf U the Mooii 
Peeps thrjo* the chambers of the flqecy east, 
Enlighteu'd by degrees, aod in het train 
Leads on the gentle hours \ then forth he wnlks. 
Beneath the trembling languish of her beam , 
"With softened soul; and wooes the bird of eve 
To mingle woes with his : or , while the Wotid 
And all the sons of Care lie hushed in sleeps 
Associates with the. midnight shadows dreaf; 
And, sighing to the lonely taper, pours 
His idly-tortur'd heart into the page, 
Meant for the moving messenger of love; 
Where rapture burns on rapturie, every line 
"Wilh rising frensy (Ir'd. But if on bed 
Delirious flung, sleep from liis pillow flies* 
All night he tosses, nor the balmy power 
In any posture finds ; ■ till the grey mornr 
Lifts her pale lustre on the paler wretclif 
Exanimate by love : and then perhaps 
Exhausted IVature sinks a while to rest. 
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Still Interrupted by distracted dreams, 
Tiiat o'er the sick imagiiiatioa rise 
And in black colours paint the mimic scene. 
Oft with th' enchantress of his soul he talks ; 
Sometimes in crouds distressed ; or if retir'd 
The secret ivinding flotrer-enwoten borers , 
Far from the dull impertinence of Man , 
Just 9s he , credulous , his endless cares 
Begins to lose m blind oblivious lore, 
SnalcVd from her yielded hand , lie knows not how , 
Thro' forests huge , and long untraverd heaths 
With desolation brown, he wanders waste, 
la night and tempest wrapt;, or shrinks aghast. 
Back, from the bending precipice; or wades 
The turbid stream bdow, and strives to-readi 
The farther shore ; where succourless , and sad , 
She with extended arms his aid -implores ; 
But strives in vain : borne by th' outrageous flood 
To distance down , he rides the ridgy wave , 
Or whelm'd beneath the boiling eddy sinks. 
These are the- charming agonies of' love , 
'Whose misevy <ddights. iSut thro' the heart 
Should jealousy its *venom once Attase , 
'Tig then delightful misery no more.. 
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But agony v^naU'd , incessant gall i 
Corroding every thought , and blasting all 
Love's paradise. Ye fairy prospects, then. 
Ye l»eds of roses, and ye bowers of 'joy ^ 
Farevrel ! Ye gleamings of departed peace , 
Shine put your last ! the yeUow-tinging plague 
Internal . vision taints , and in a night 
Of livid gloom imagination wraps. 
Ah then ! instead of love^enliven'd cheeky , 
,Of suniry^ features , tind of Ardent eyes 
'With flowing capture bright, dark looks succeed; 
Suffus'd and glaring with untender fire; 
A. .cl<mded aspect , . pnd a burning cheek , 
"Where the whole poison'd soul, malignant sits , 
And frightens love away. Ten thousand fears 
Invented, wijld, ten thousand, frantic views 
Of horrid rivals, hanging on the ^Karms 
.For which be melts in fondness , eat him up 
With fervei^t anguish,^ and Consuming rage. 
In vain reproaches lend their idle aid> 
Deceitful pride , and resolution frafl , 
Giving ialse> peace a nkoment. Fancy pours > 
Afresh, l^er. beauties on hw .busy -thought; 
Her fiifl ci\d$arBiem« t^ripii^g rpm4 the $90!/ 
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With all the witchcraft of ensoariog lore. 
Straight the fierce storm invoUes his mind anew ^ 
Flames thro* the nerrea , and boik along the reins ; 
While anxious doubt distracts the tortured heart : 
For even the aad assurance of his fears 
Were ease to what he feels. Thus the warm youth « 
Whom love deludes into his thorny wilds > 
Thro* flowery-tempting paths > or leads a life 
or fevered rapture , or of cruel care ; 
Hi» brightest flames eitinguished aU, and all 
Hb brightest momenta running down to waste. 
But happy they ! the happiest of their kind 1 
Whom gentler stars unite , ^id in one fate 
Their hearts , their fortunes , and their bein^ blend. 
'Tis not the coarser tie of human laws , 
Unnatural oft, and foreign to the mind, 
That binds their peace , but harmony itself » 
Attuning all their passions into love \ . 
Where friendship fuU-eterts her softest power « 
Perfect, esteem ^enlivened by desire 
Ineffiible , and sympathy of soul ; < 
Thought meeting thought . and will ptterenting will. 
With boundless confidence : for ndught butlov6 
Can answer ioT^i «Bd render btiia lecar^ 
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Let him, ungenerous, who, alone intent 
To bleM himself, from sordid parents bujs 
The loathing virgin, in eternal care, 
Weli-meritcd , consume his ni^ts and dajs t 
Let barbarous nations , whose inhuman love 
Is wild desire, fierce as the suns they feel; 
Let eastern tyrants, from the light of Heaven 
Seeing their bosom^Tes, meanly possess'd 
Of a nieer , lifeless , violated form : 
"While those whom love cements in holy faith. 
And equal tran^ort , free as Nature live , 
Disdaining fear. What is tlie world to them , 
Its ponip^, its pleasure, and its nonsense all! 
Who in each other clasp whatever fair 
High fancy forms , aud lavish hearts can wish ; 
Something tluin beauty dearer , should they look 
Or on the mind , or mindriliumin'd face ; 
Truth , goodness , honour , harmony , and love , 
The richest bounty of indulgent Heaven. 
Meantime a smiling ol^ring rises round. 
And mingles both their graces. By degrees. 
The human blossom bkows ; and every day , 
Soft las it rolls along , shews some new charm , 
The fathtr's lu;ti«> aad tk« mother's bloojui. 
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Then infant reason grows apace, and calls 
For the kind hand of an assiduous care. 
l)etightfid task ! to rear the tender thought , 
To teach the young idea how to shoot. 
To pour the fresh instruction o'er the mind; 
To breathe th* eolirening spirit, and to fix 
The generous purpose in the glowing breast. 
Ok speak the Joj ! ye, whom the sudden tear 
Surprizes often, while you look around. 
And nothing strikes your eye but sights of bliss. 
All various Nature pressing on the heart : 
An elegant sufllciency, content, 
Hetirenient, rural quiet, fnec* hip, books, 
Eaw, and alternate labour, useful life. 
Progressive virtue, and approving Heaveik 
These are the matchless joys of virtuous lovej 
And thus their moments fly. The Seasons thus. 
As ceaseless round a jarring world they roll. 
Still find them happy; and consenting. Spring 
Sheds her own rosy garland on their heads : 
Till evening comes at last , serene and mild ; 
When after the long vernal day of li(e, 
linaniour'd more, as more remembrance swells 
With many a proof of recollected love^ 
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•Together dowu they sink in social sle^^ 

Together freed, their gentle spirits fly 

To scenes ivhere love and Uiss immortal m^ 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The sabject proposed. Invocation. Addi '^ss to Mr. Do- 
dington. An introductory reflection on the motion 
of the heavenly bodies; vrhence the succession of 
the Seasons. As the face of Nature in this Season 
is aknost uniform , the progresa of the poem is a 
description of a Summer's day. The dawn. Sun->ri- 
•ing. Hymn to the sun. Forenoon. Summer insects 
described. Hny- making. Sheep -shearing. Noon- 
day. A woodland retreat. Croup of herds and 
flocks, A solemn grove : how it affects a contem- 
plative mind. A cataract, and rude scene. Tiew 
of Summer in the torrid zone. Storm of thunder 
and lightning. A tale. The storm over, a sereae 
afternoon. Bathing. Hour of walking. Transition to 
the prospect of a rich well-cultivated country ; 
which introduces a panegyric on Creat-Britaio. 
Sun -set. Evening. Night. Summer meteors. A 
comet. The whole concluding with the praise of 
philosophy. 
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TioM brightening fields of ether fair di'sclosM', 

Child of the Sun, refulgent Summer comes, 

la pride of youth , and felt thro' Nature's depth.? 

He comes attended by the sultry hours. 

And eTer fanning breeses, on his way ; 

While, from hk ardient look, the turning Springs ' 

Averts her blushful face; and earth, and. skies, 

All-smiUng, to his hot dominion leaves. 

Hence, let me haste into the mid-wood shade ,^ 
Where scarce a sun-beam wanders thro' the gloom^;;. 
And on the dark-green grass , beside the brink 
Of haunted stream , that by the roots of oak 
KoUs o'er the rocky channel, lie at large , 
And sing the glories of the circling year. 

Gome, Inspiration! from thy hermit-seat. 
By mortal seldom found : may Fancy dare , 
From thy fix'd serious eye, and raptured glance- 
Shot on surrounding Heaven ,. to steal one look 
Creatire of the Poet, every power 
Hialting to an ecstasy of S9id. 
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Amd thou , taj youthful Muse's earlj fiiend , 
In whom the humaa graces aU unite < 
Pure light of mind, and tenderness of ^ hearty 
Genius , and wisdom ; ftm gay social sense , 
By dieceacy chastis'd; goodness and wit. 
In seldom-meeting harmony «ombin'd^ 
XJnblemish'd honour, and an active zeal 
For Briuin's glory , Liberty , and lOaa : 
O Dodington ! attend my rural song , 
Stoop to my theme, inspirit. every line. 
And teach me to deserve thy just applause.' 

With what an aw^ul world-««volving power 
"Were first the unwieldy pjanets launched aIoD|^ 
TV illimitable void 1 Thus to remain , 
Amid the flqix of fxx^ny thousand years , 
That oft has swept the toiling race of Men , 
And all theif laboured monuments away , 
Firm, unremitting, matchless, in their course; 
To th^ kind -tempered change of night and day, 
And of the seasons ever stealing round ,^ 
IVIinutely faithful : Siich th' all-perfect Hand , 
Th^t pois'd, impels, and rules the steady whole* 
When now no more tV alternate Twins ai«fir'di 
And Qmcer reddens with the solar bla^e. 
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Slort 2s the doubtful empire of the night ; 
And soon , observant of approaching day , 
The meek-ey'd Mom appears, mother of dew»> 
At first faint-gleaming m the dappled east : 
Till far o*er ether spreads the tridening glow ; 
And, from before the lustre of her face , 
White break the clouds away. With quickened step , 
Brown Night retires : Young Day pours in apace , 
And opens all the lawny prospect wide. 
The' drippitig rOck , the mountain's misty top 
Swell on the sight , and brighten with the dawn. 
Bine, thro' the -dusk, the^moaking currents shine ^ 
And from the bladed ficSd the fearful hare 
Limps , aiikward : while along the forest-glade 
The wild deer trip^ and often turning gaze 
At early passenger. Music awakes 
The native voice of undissembled yoj ; 
And thick around the woodland hymns arise. 
Bous'd by the cock, the soon-clad shepherd leaves 
His mossy cottage, where with Peace he dwells^. 
And from the crowded fold , in order , drives 
His flock, to taste the verdure of the mom. 

Falsely luxurious , will not Man awake ; 
And , springing from the bed of sloth , enjoy 
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The cool, the fr»grant, and the silent hoaf« 
To meditation due and «acred song? 
For is there aught in sleep can chann the inae) 
To lie in dead oblirion, losing half 
The fleeting moments of too jshort a life? 
Tout extinction of the enlightened sonl I 
Or else to feverish vanity alive, 
Wildered , and tossing thro' distemper'd divamsl 
Who would in such a gloomy state remain 
Longer than Nature craves ; vrhen every Muse 
Aiid every blooming pleasure wait without. 
To bless the wildly devious momipg-walk ? 

But yonder come» the powerful King of Day, 
Rejoicing in the east. The lessening cloud. 
The kindling azure, and the mountain's broiT 
Yllum'd with fluid gold, his near approach 
Betoken glad. Lo I now, apparent all. 
Aslant the dew-bright earth, and coloured air 
He looks in boundless majesty abroad * 
And sheds the shining day, that burnish'd pby$ 
On rocks, and hills, and towers, and wanderingstreams, 
High gleaming from afar. Prime chearer Ligli^l 
Of all material beings first , and best ! 
Eflaux.diyifle.! Nature's resplendent robe! 
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Wiiho&l irhose Testing beauij all were wrapt 
Jn uoessealial gloom ; and thou , O Sun ! 
Soul of surrounding worlds ! in whom best seen 
Shines out thy Maker ! may I sing of thee ? 

'Tis by thy secret, strong, attract! re force > 
As with a chain indissoluble bound. 
Thy system rolls entire; from the far bourne 
Of utmost Saturn , wheeling wide his round 
Of thirty years ; to Mercury , whose disk 
Can scarce be caught by philosophic eye , 
Lost in the near effulgence of thy blaze. 

Informer of the planetary train! 
Without whose quickening glance their cumbrous orlis 
Were brute unlovely mass , inert and dead ; 
And not , as now , the green abodes of life ! 
How many forms of being wait on thee ! 
Inhaling spirit ! from th' unfettered mind , 
By thee sublimed, down to the daily race , 
The mixing myriads of thy setting beam. 

The vegetable world is also thine , 
Parent of Seasons ! who the pomp precede 
That waits thy throne , as thro' thy vast domaiov 
Annual , along the bright ecliptic road , 
la world-rejoicing state, it movet «ublinic- 
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9lean-time, tV expecting nations, circte^ ga^ 
With all the various tribes 'of foodfal earth , 
Implore thy Bounty, or send grateful up 
A common hymn : while round thy beaming car. 
High-seen , the Seasons lead , 19 sprightly dance 
Harmonious knit , the tosy-fingefr'd Hours , 
The Zephyrs floating loose /the timely Rains « 
Of bloom ethereal' the light-footed Dfews, 
And softened mto joy the surly Storms*. 
These , in successive turn , with lavish haCnd , 
Shower every 'beauty, every frag^nce shower, 
Herbs, flowers, and fruits ; till , Uiadling^at thy touch, 
l^rom land to land is flushed the vernkl year. 

Nor to the surface of etiHveft'd earth, 
Cracefid with hiHs and dales, and t^afy woods. 
Her liberal tresses , is thy force confined : 
But, to thc'boweFd cavern darting deep , 
The mineral kinds confess thy mighty power. 
Effulgent, hence the veiny marble shiiiesr^ 
Hence labour draws his tools; hence Burnish'd Wa* 
Gleams on the day ; the nobler works of Peace 
Hence bless mankind, and generous Commerce biod9 
The round of nations in a golden chain. 

The tmfrujltful rodL ix«elf^ impregn*d by thee, 
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In dark retitement forms the lucid stone. 
The lively Diamond drinks thy purest rays, 
Collected light , compact ; that , polisVd bright , 
And aM its native lustre let abroad , 
Dares, iis it sparkles on the fair one's breast, 
"With vaio ambition emulate her eyes. 
At thee the Ruby lights its deepening glow , 
And with a waving radiance inward flames. 
From thee the Saphire , solid ether , takes 
Its hue cerulean ; and , of evening tinct , 
The purple-streaming Amethyst is thine. 
'With thy own smile the yellow-Topaz bums. 
Nor deeper verdure dyes the robe of Spring, 
When first she gives it to the southern gale. 
Than the green Emefald shows. But , all combin' J 
TUck thro' the • whitening Opal play thy beams ; • 
Or, flying sereral from its surliic^, form 
A trembling variance of revolving hues. 
As the site varies in the gazer^s hand* 

The very dead creation, from thy touch, 
AMumes a mimic life. By thee redn'd,- 
Tn brighter mazes the relucent stream 
Plays o'er the mead. The precipice abftip't. 
Projecting horror on the blackened flood, 
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Softens at thj return. Tbe desart joysT 
WUdly, thro' aU Kit melancholy bounds. 
Rude ruins glitter; and the briny deep', 
Seen from some pointed promontory's topy 
l^'ar to the bhte horison*t utmost verge. 
Restless, reflects a floating gleam. But this,^ 
And all the much-transported Muse can sing^ 
Are to thy beauty, diguity, and use. 
Unequal far ; great, delegated source 
Of light, and IHe, and grace, and }oy belolrl 

How shall I then attempt to sing of Him « 
"Who, Light Himself, in uncreated light 
Invested deep, dwells awfully rettr'd 
From mortal eye , or angel's purer ken 7 
"Whose single smile has , fr^m the flrst of time, 
Fiird , overflowing , all those lamps of Heaven', 
That beam for ever thro' the boundless sky : 
fiut , should he hide his face , th' astonish'd son, 
And all th' extingui&h'd stars , wouM loosening reel 
Wide from their spheres, and Chaos come again- 

And yet was every laukering tongue of Mao, 
Ahnighty Father ! silent in thy praise , 
Thy Works themselves would raise a genieral voice, 
Even in the depth- of solitary vood$ 
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By Imman foot untrod ;- proclaim tliy power. 
And tQ the quire celestial Thee resound , 
Th' eternal causje , support , and end of all. 

To ine be Nature's, Tolume brpad-dispky'd ; 
And to peruse its^pMnstructing page. 
Or , haply catching inspiration thence , 
Some easy passage, raptured, to translate. 
My sole delight ; as thro' the falling gloomy 
Pea^siye I stray, or with the rising dawn 
On Fancy's eagle-wing eicursive soar. 

Now , flaming np the heavens , the potent stu| 
Melts into limpid air the high-rais'd clouds. 
And morning fogs, that Jiofered round the hilU 
^n party-coloured bands; till wide luveil'd 
The face of Nature shines , from where earth seemf , 
Faiv«tretch'd around, to meet the bending sphere. 

Half in a blush of dustering roses lost , 
Dew-dropping Coolness to the shade retires; 
There, on the verdant turf, or flowery bed, 
Bj gelid founts and careless rills to muse; 
While tyrant Heat , dispreading thro' the sky , 
With rapid sway , his burning influence darts 
On Man , and beast, and herb, and tepid strean^. 

Who can uppitying see the flowery race | 
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Shed by the mom, their oew>llush*d bloom resign, 
Before the parching beam? So fade the fjsiir. 
When feven revel thro* their azure veins. 
But one, the Lofty follower of the sua, 
Sad when he sets, shuts up her jr^Uow leaves. 
Drooping all night; and, when he warm returns. 
Points ber enamoor'd bosom to bis r^y. 

Home, from bis morning task^ the swain retreats; 
His flock before him stepping to the fold : 
Wbile the fuU-udder'd mother lows around 
The chearful cottage , then expecting food , 
The food of innocence , and health ! The Daw , 
The rook and magpie, to the grey^^grown oaks 
That the calm village in their verdant jarms. 
Sheltering , embrace , direct their lazy flight ; 
Where on the mingling boughs they sit embower'd , 
All the bot noon , tUl cooler hours arise. 
Faint, underneath, the housbold fowls convene; 
And,, in a corner of the buzzing shade. 
The house-dog , with the vacant greyhound , lies, 
Out -stretch'd , and sleepy. In his slumbers one 
Attacks the nightly thief, and. one exults 
O'er hill and dale; till, wakened by the wasp. 
They starting snap. Nor shall the Muse disdain 
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To let the little noisj summer- ra(*e 
Lire in her lay, and flutter thro' her song : 
ISot mean tho' simple ; to the sun ally'd , 
From him they draw their animating fire. 

Wak'd by his warmer ray , the reptile young 
Come wing'd abroad ; by the light air upborne , 
Lighter, and full of souL From every chink, 
Aad secfet corner , where they slept away 
The wintry storms j or rising from their tombs. 
To higher life ; by myriads , forth at once , 
Swarming they pour; of all the vary'd hujes 
Their beauty-beaming parent can disclose. 
Ten thousand forms , ten thousand different tribes. 
People the blaze. To sunny waters some 
fiy fatal instinct fly \ where on the pool 
They , sportive , wheel ; or sailing down the stream^ 
Are snatch'd immediate by the quick-eyM trout , 
Or darting salmon. Thro' the green-wood glade 
Some love to stray \ there lodg'd, amus'.dand fed. 
In the fresh leaf. Luxurious, others make 
The meads their choice, and visit every flower. 
And every latent herb : for the sweet task. 
To propagate t^eir kinds , and where to wrap , 
In what soft beds, their young yet undisclos'd , 
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Of purest crystal, nor the lucid air, 
Tho' one tmmpareut vacancy it seems ,. 
Void of their umeeii people. These, coaceal'd 
By the kind art of forming Heai;<»t, escape 
The grower eye of Man : for , if the worlds 
In ^rorlds indos'd •h9ttld on his senses hunt , 
From cates ambrosial , and the nectar'd bowl , 
He would abhorrent turq \ and in dead night , 
When silence sleeps o'er all, be stuun'd with noise. 

Let no presuming impious railer tax 
Creative Wisdom , as if aught was form'd . 
In vain, or not<for admirable ends. 
Shall little . haughty ignorance pronounce 
His works unwise ,. of which the smallest, part 
Exceeds the narrow vision of her mind 7 
As, if upon a fuU proportioned dome. 
On swelling columns heav'd., the pride of art, 
A critic fly , whose feeble ray scarce spreads > 
An inch aroAnd, with blind presumption bold, 
Should dare to tax the structure ,of the whole. 
And lives the Man , whose ui^versal eye 
Has 9wept at once th' unbounde4 scheme of things; 
Mark'd their depSndance so , and firm accord. 
As with unfault£fing accent to conclude. 
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That ThU ayaileth nought 7 Has any seen 
The migTity chain of beings. Lessening dowil 
From Infinite Perfection to the brink 
Of dreary Nothing , desolate abyss ! 
From which astonish' d thought , recoiling, turns? 
Till then alone let. zealous praise ascend. 
And hymns of holy wonder , to that Power , 
Whose wisdom shines as lovely on our minds , 
As on our smiling eyes his servant-sun. 

Thick \xi yon stream of light , a thousand ways , 
Upward, and downward, thwarting, and convolv'd| 
The quivering nations sport; till, tempest-wing' d , 
Fieive Winter sweeps them from the face of day. 
Even so lux^ous Men , unheeding , pass 
An idle summer life in fortune's shine , 
A season's glitter ! Thus they flutter on 
Front toy to toy , from vanity to vice j 
TiU,,blov|rn aviray by death, oblivion comes 
Behind , and strikes them from the book of life* 

No]rv swarms the village o'er the jovial mead ; 
The rustic youth , brown with meridian toil , 
Healthful and strong ; full as the sujumer-rose 
Blown by prevailing suns, the ruddy maid, 
lialf-naked , swelling on the sight , jaind all 
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ller kindled graces burning 'o'er her cheek* 
Even stooping age is here ) and infant-hands 
Trail the long rake, or, mriih the fragrant load 
O'ercharg'd , amid the kind oppression rolL 
Wide flies the tedded grain ; all in a row 
Advanbing broad, or wheeling round the field, 
Tley spread the breathing harvest to the sun, 
That throws refreshful round a rural smell : 
Or, as they rake the green-appearing ground, 
And drive the dusky wave along the mead , 
The russet haj-cock rises thick behind , 
In order gay. While heard from dale to dale, 
Waking the breeze , resounds the blended roicQ 
Of happy Labour , love , and social glee. 

Or rushing thence. In one diffusive band. 
They drive the troubled flock , by manj a dog 
Compell'd , to where the mazy-runtiing brook 
Forms a deep pool ; this bank abrupt aftid high, 
And that fair ^reading in a pebbled shore. 
Urg*d to the giddy brink, much is the toil, 
The clamour much , of men , ahd boys , and dogs j 
Ere the soft fearful people to the flood 
Commit their woolly sides. And oft the swain , 
On some impatient seizing, hurls them in'; 
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t!(ni)oid«n*d thf!n , nor hesitating more , 
Fast, fast, they plunge amid the flashing vmyt. 
And panting labour to the farthest shore. 
Repeated this , till deep the welt-TrasVd fleece 
Has drunk the flood , and from h» lively haunt 
The trout is hanish^d by the sordid stream ; 
Heary , and dripping , to the breezy brow 
Slow move the harmless race : where, cs they spread 
Their swelling treasures to the sunny ray , 
Inly disturb'd , and wondering what this wild 
Outrageous tumult means , thetr loud complaints 
The country fill; and, toss'd from rock to rock, , 
Incessant bleatiiigs run around the hills^ 
At last, of snowy white, the gathered flocks 
Are in the wattled pen innumerous press'd , 
Head above head : and rang'd-in lusty rowa 
The shepherds sU , and whet the sounding shears. 
The housewife waits to roll her fleecy stores , 
AVilh all her gay-drest nioids attending rounds 
One, chief, in gracious dignity enthroned. 
Shines o'er the rest, the pastoral queen, and rays 
Her smiles, sweet-beammg, on her shepherd-king ;; 
While the glad circle round them yield their souls 
To festive mirth , and wit that knows no gali 
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Meanliiue, their joyous task goes on apace: 
Some uiingUug stir the melted tar , and some , 
Deep on the nevr-shora ,^ vagrant^s heaving side 
To stamp his master's cypher ready stand} 
Others th' unwilling -wether drag along; 
And , glorying in his might , the sturdy boy 
Holds by the twisted' horns tV indignant ram^ 
Behold -where bound , and of its robe bereft. 
By needy Man , that all-depending lord , 
How meek, how patient, the mild creatur«| li^ ' 
What softness in its melaocholy face, 
"What dumb complaining innocence appears! 
Fear not , ye gentle tribes , 'tis not the knife 
Of horrid slaughter that is o'er you wav'd ] 
No , 'tis the tender swain's well^guided shean. 
Who having now, to pay his annual care, 
Bprrowed your fleece, to you a cumbrous load, 
W^ill send you bounding to your hiUs again. 
A simple scene ! yet li^nce Britannia .sees 
Her solid grandeur ri&e : hence she commands 
• Th' exalted stores of every brighter clime , 
The treasures of the sun without his rage : 
Hcnce, fervent all, with culture^ toil> and arts, 
Wide gIow£ her land : her dreadful tbiiader hence 
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iUdes p^er tlie wtf et sublime, and now, efcn now 
Impending hangs o'er Gallia's humbled coast; 
Hence inles the circUog deep /and awes the woiU. 

'Tis raging riooa^ and^ Teiticaly the suL. 
Darts. on the head direct his Ibrcefui rays^ 
O'er hearen and earth,, (ut as the rangkgeye 
Can sweep, a dazling deluge reigni; a^ all 
Front pole to pole is undistinguishM blaze* 
In vain the sight, dejected to the ground , 
Stopps for i^lief ; thence hot-ascending steams 
And .keen jeflection pain. Deep to the root 
Of ve|^tionparcK'd, the cleaving fidda 
Ind sUppery lavrn an arid hue disclose , 
BbstFaocj^s 'bloom, and wither even the Soub 
£dio BO more -retomathe cheerful sound 
Of sharpening scythe : the mower sinking heapi^ 
O'er him the humid hay g with flowers perfum'd^. 
And scarce a chilling gvaas-hopper is be^rd 
Thro' the dumb mead. Distressful Nature plants. 
The very streams look languid from afar^ 
Or, thro' th* unshelter'd glade, impatient^ seem 
To hurl into the covert of the grove* 

Att-cenqueriDg Heat, oh intermit thy yrratkj^. 
Aa^ ea my throbbing, tejuplea potent thus 
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Be4m not 40 fieroe ! Incessant still yov flow^ ■ . ' ' 
And 3tiU another fervent flood succeeds , , ' 

Bour'd on the lieaid profuse. In yaia I si|;h , i 
And sestless turn, and .look around for Night; 
]Kight is far off; -and hotter hours approach.* 
Thrice happy, he ! who. on ihe sunless side 
Of a romaniic mountain ,< foi«st<«romi'd , ' ^ 
Beneath the whole collected shade^ reclines : 
Or in the gelid caverns, vrobdhine-vrrought, 
And fresh bedewed with erer-qpoutiog streanas^ ' 
Sits cooly calm ; while dll the world without, 
TlnsatisHed, ondaick., tosses in noop* ' 

Emblem instructive of the virtuous, man ; • 
Who. Leeps'his teniper'd mind serene , and pure ,' 
And every passion aptly harmonizfd, . ■ 
Amid a jarring world with vice inflam'd. 

Welcome , ye shades,! ^^e bowery, thickets , ksil! 
Ye Infty pines ! ye vetter;^$ie oaks ! 
Ye ashes wild, vcsoundio^ 0'^ the stoep! 
Delicious is your shelter io the soul, 
Af.|o the hiusted hftrt !^ <fUyiog spiiog, 
Or stream fuUrAifvtng,.fhai.2us swelling sides .. 
lafitf» , •» he $l»i$ abpg the herbag*d brtnL . 
Cool, thn>' iWiienres, yiair^astog com£ori^U<ltfi 



Hie heurt beats gUd ; the freah^^xpanded eye 
JLbA ear resume their watch; the siaews knit; 
And life' shoots swift thro' all the lightened limhs^- 

Around th' adjoining brpoL^ that purls alonf^ 
The Tocal gjrove , now fretting o-er a rock «. 
ICow scarcely moYUig thro' a reedy pool , 
"Now starting to a suddewr stream , and now r 
Gently difliis'd into a Un^pid plain ; 
A various group the her^ and fioeks compose ^^ . 
Rural confusion! on the,,gn^7 bank 
Some ruminating' lie ; while others stand 
Balf in the flood , and often bending sip- 
7he circling surface. In t^e middle droops 
The strong laborious ox , of honest front , ; 

Which incompos'd he shaj^esjtind from his sides . 
The troublous insects lashes with his tail , 
Heturiiing still. Amid his subjects safe, \ 

Slumbers the monarch-swain j liis careless arm ^ 
Thrown round his head oifi downy moss sustained; - 
Ilere laid his scrip, with {wholesome viands fill- d; « 
There , listening, every noise , his watchful do£^. .^ 

Light fly his slumbers-, if perchance a flight 
OC angry gad-flies fasten on the herd ; «* 

That startling icatters (co^ the ilaUow brooks. ^ 
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la search of latish stream, tossing tlie foam. 

They scorn their keeper's voice , and scour the plain, 

Tfcro' all the bright severity of noon ; 

White, from their labouring breasts, a hollow mAM 

Proceeding , runs low-bettovnog round the hilk. 

Oft in this season t6o the horse , provok'd. 
While his big sineivs full' of ^irit swell. 
Trembling with vigour , -in tlie heat of blood. 
Springs the high ferice'; fltad o*er the field eflus'd 
Darts on the gloomy 'fiood , with Medfast eye , 
And heart estranged to fear: his nervous chest. 
Luxuriant , and erect , the seat of strength ! 
Bears down th' opposing stream : ^[uenchless his thint; 
He takes the river at redoubled draughts ; 
And with wide nostrils , snorting , skims the wavei 

Still let me pierce into the midnight depth 
Of yonder grove, of wildest largest growth: 
That, forming high' in air a woodland ^re, 
ISfods o'er the mount beneal(k. At eVery step^ 
Solemn, and slow, the shadows blacker £dl, 
And all is awful listeniog gloom around. 

7hese are the haunts of Meditation , these 
The scenes where ancient' bards tV inspiring breatl« 
£»Utio, felt 3 ^nd, frbfiot this worbl rftit'i. 
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Cottftn'd witli tngels, and immorul forms » 

On ipciouf errands bent : to save the fall 

Of virtue struggling on the hrink of vice ^ 

In waking whispers , oaifd repeated dreams , 

To hint pure thooght , and warn the faTour'd loul 

For future trials fated to prepare j 

To prompt the poet ». who devoted gives 

Bis muse to better themes ; to soothe the pangp: 

Ofdjiog worth, and from the patriot's bseast 

( Backward to mingle iia detested war , 

Bat foremost whep. eogfg'd ) to tura the death; 

And numberlefs ,m^h, o^Epps of love^ 

Ihily, and night\^ , Bealov>a to pejcform. 

Shook sudden from the bosom of the sky » 
A thottiand shapes ji^ )r. glide A%[r>Tt the dusk , . 
Or aulk. sMJ^ic o^., I>eep«-roqs'd, jE f«cl . 
A sacred terror, a severe delight ,. , '^ 

Creep thro' mjf moirtal fraifie^ and tkus^ foethiol^j; 
A Toiee , than bumaa more., tV abstracted «ar . ^ 
Of laac^ strikes f, « Jje iu4,pf nt afraid^ 
» Poor kindred Bla^ ! ^1) jf^eUow-creatures , w« 
» Prom th^. saine Parent-]{^wer our beings drew, 
» The same our Lord , a^^ laws , and great pncsuil; 
^ Once somo of vs, Uk^ (hee^ thro' stormy lif»«. 
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* TolVd , tempest-beaten , ere we could attabi 
4* This holy calm, this harmony of miad, 

» Where purity and peace tmmimgle charms. 
» Then fear tiot us ; jbut Wth responsive MOgi 
» Amid these dim recesses « undisturbed 

* By noisy folly and' dSscordimt vice , 

to Of Nature sinn; ^th us , and Natui^'s Cod< 
•» Berc frequent, at the' -nsSonary liour, 
u Wfien musing midnight reigns or sUent noes; 
«» Angelic harps are in fttS' concert heard, 

• i4ud^<N>ioes chauntiog from the wood-crown*d Im, 
» The deepening dde , or immost sylvan glade : 
m A privilege bestoVd by nr, alone, 

t> On^ Contemplatitfii , .(6r t!he"halioir'd ear 

• Of 'Poet, swe^og to'aerapluc stniin. »' 

And att thou , Slaidey , of that sacred boid? 
*A.las , for us toe soon t Tho* raised above 
Vbe reach of htunanpBiti','iibove' the fliight 
Of %uman Joy ; yet , with' A toldgied nay 
Of sadly plteas'd teiM)aAitkn^ , most tiioa feel 
A mother's'^Wc, 'U mother's tender woe : 
Who seeks' thee btill', jt maniy'a former scene; 
fSeek's th^ fair form., thy lovely-beaming eyes, 
^JiJ^jpWasIng GOtiyerae/'by gsy lividy s^ns^ 
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Inspired : tlbere moraL irisdom mfldy-thone, * 
Withon* the- toil oC art.; .and yiitiie gioVd 
la al^ ker smiles , -without forbidding firida. 
But , O thpa best of parents 1 wipe thy lean ; 
Or mlher to Pai^ental Natnre paj 
The tears of. graiefol joy , who for a while ' 
Lent thee this yoaager- self, this opening Blooift 
Of thy. enlightened mind and gentle worth. 
Believe th^ tMuse :. the wintry blast of death 
Kilk not the buds .'of Tirtoe ; no , they tptead, 
Benea^ •the' h^renly betm' of brighter suns 
Thro' endless ages, into .higher poweis. 

Thnsjup the bMont ».in airy lisibn nqpt; 
I stray , legardlett' .•^tber ; till' the souidU > 
Of .a nc^HT ialL'idf wtter, erery eente . . - ^ 
WakesfrQmtkrfchann of thought swift-shrinkiogbadi ' 
I check -my steps , and view the broken scene. 

Smooth to the shelving brink a copious flood 
RoUt fair, and plaeid; where collected all. 
In one impctuons torrent, down the steep 
It thundering shoots, and shakes the country rotnuL' 
At first , an azure sheet , it rushes broad ; 
Then whitening by degrees , as prone it falls. 
And frbm 'the load^-retounding rocks below 
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Da«hM in a clond of foam , ifc seods aloft 
A hoar^ mist , and foroM a- oeasclesB diowe^^ 
Kor can the toirtur'd ware here find repose: 
But, raging siiU amid the shaggy rocks, ' 
IVow flashes o'er the scattered fragments, now 
Aslant the hollow channel rapid darts; 
And falling fast from gradual slope to slope. 
"With wild infracted course , md lessened roar. 
It gains a safer bed, and steak/ at las|^ 
Along the mazes of tho'^iet Vale. 

luTited from the cliff, to whoise dmrk lirov 
He clings, the steep-ascending eagle ,«eaft , 
With upwiwd pinions thro* th* fltfod of day ;f 
And, giving fiiH his' bosom Aimhifr blase,' 
Gains on the son ; while ^ the tuneliil race-r 
Sfhitby afflictive noon, disordered drobp^ 
Deep in tlie Uiickei ; ov , dram bt>wer'te bowiv 
Aesponsivie , force an fatferrui^ted atralm 
The stock'-do're only thro' the fortst eooea, 
MournfuUy hoarse -, oh ceasing from his pbinl:^ 
SKort inienral of weary woe I figain 
The sad idea of his murder'd mate , 
Struck frtoi his side by savage fdwfer's g«il0» 
Across his- fancy comes ^ and theii resound* 



A limda soBg of «orrow thro' the grov«. 

tM6 th« dewy bordar let me ait , 
All in die fro^hneM of die Inmid air ; 
TWrelpduiA lM>UfOwe4 rock* ^rote^iliie and wHd, 
in ample ckaif aaoaa-Uo'd , and over head 
fij floiMfini^ ttmbrage ahaded , mhett die beo 
Strays diligent > and witk tU' eztracte4 balm 
Of ingrant wood-bine load* bit little ditgb. 

Now, while I teste the sweetne« of the ibade^ 
While Natnre lie* around dnep-lall'd in Noon , 
Kow Come, bold Fancj, ^lead a daring flight. 
And view the wonder* o£th« tonid Zone :' 
dimes upreUnting I with whose ra^pe comfar'd » 
Ton bhize. is; leebl*, «nd jtm sloea are coot 

See, how ainnee die brighjUoMgcstflUf 
Rising direct; swift chases firoiai the sky 
The short-lir'd twiUght ; and. with ardent bUi* 
Looks gailjf fierce thro' att'lhe daaaling air : 
Bemououhiatbronejbut kind before hi^AMndr, 
lKiUDg4rom ottt the portalf ^ the m«m« 
Tlie general- Breeie, to mitigate his fire,. 
And breathe vefineshineni cm « faint i n g worid^ 
Great are the scenes, with ^beadful heantj crowB'd 
And barbar«|ia wcakb, dut §99, csdi drcUng jcv. 
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Returning sima and doable wasom pais ; 
Rocks rich in gems, attd momtaiiw big with fflificf, 
That on the high equator ridgy riie , 
"Wbence mati j* a burAing ttream atuifiAmis plaji c 
Majestic woods, of every Yigorooa green , 
Stage abov« at&gif, high waTiog o'«r th« Utti; 
Or to the far horizon , wide diffuft'd , 
A boundlesB deep immensity of shade. 
Here lofty tVees , to ancient song unknown ^ 
The noble sons of potent heat and floods 
Prone-rushing from the clouds, rear high to Hmtci 
Their thorny atems, aAd broad around them throw 
Mtridiaa gloom. Her^, in eternal prime ^ 
tJnnumber^d- fruits of keen deUdoos taste 
And viul spirit, drinl amid the difls, 
And burning aands that bank the shrubby vales, 
Redoubled day^ yet in their ragged coata 
A friendly juioe to cool its rage contain. 
« * Bear mt , Pomona l>to thy dtron groves; 
To wheve Che lemon and the piercing lime , 
"With the deep orange , glowing thro' the green, 
Their lighter glories blend. Lay me rediu'd 
•Beni^Bth the apreadiog tamiarind that shakes , 
L Fanii'd by the breeaey its iever-cooling fruit' " 



Deep in llie night the niMsy locust shedi , ' 

Quench nij hot limbs ; or lead me thro' the mamt,- 

EniboFcHog endless , ai the Indian fig ; 

Or ^rown at gayer ease^ on some fair brow > 

Let me behold , hj braezy mttrmnrs cool*d , 

Broad o'er m j bead the verdiuit oedar watc , 

<And high palmetos lift their graoeful shade* 

stretch'd amid these ordiards of the son. 

Give me to drain the cocoa's milky b«%l , 

And from the |»a]m to diraw its freshenlug wine? 

More bonnteous far than all the frantic jtuce 

Vf hich Bacchus pours. Nor , on its slender twigs 

Low-bending , . be the fuU pomegranate scom'd ; 

Nor, creeping thro' the woods , the gelid race 

Of berries. Oft in humble station dwells 

t'nboastiul, worth » above .fitstidious pomp* 

Witnete, thou best An4na> thou the prido 

or vei^uble li£e , beyead whatever 

The poets imag'd in the golden age : • 

Quick iet»me strip thee of thy tufty coat , 

Spread thy ambro«ial stores, and feast with Jove.! 

From these the project varies. Plains imAienso 
Lie ftreich'd belAW> interminable meads , ' 

And T9st HvADoahn, w)ker<9 thp waodcribg eye; 
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VnGst , is in A Terdant ocean iott* . 
Anbtlwr Flora there, of bolder huei. 
And richer sweeto, beyond our garden's pride, 
plays o'er the fields , and Aower s Tvitb sadden hand 
Exuberant qpring : for oft these valleys sMJI 
Their green-embroidered robe to fiery brown. 
And swift to green again , as scorcHfaig suns. 
Or streaming dews and torrent rains , prevails 

Along these lonely regions) wh«w retired, 
Fr^m little scenes of art, great Nati|ir!6 dwells 
In awfol solitude, and nought is seen 
But the wild herds that own no maiiBter's stall y ■ 
Prodigious rivers roll their fiitning seas : 
On whose luxuriant herbage, half-concesd'd^ 
Like a fallen cedar, far diiSiu^d his train, 
Cas'd in green scales > the crocodile extends. 
The floods disparts : behold! in plaited mail. 
Behemoth rears his head. Glanced from his side,' 
The darted steel in idle shit«t« flies : 
He fearless walks the plain , or seeks the hills ; 
Where , as he crops his Varied fare , the herds, 
Tn widening circle round, forget their food. 
And at the harmless strangek* wondering gaae. 
Peaceful, beneath prli^eTal trees , that cast 
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Thnr ample shade o'er Niger's ^cUmr ftream , 
And wliere ike Ganges mUs hia acred wave ; 
Or mid the central depth of bhekenia^ 
High-fak'd ut toieiim theatre aroond. 
Leans the huge dephaati : wkert of*braieat 
O trulj wise ! with fjentle might endowed , 
TW poweifttl, not destnictive ! Heie he 
Rerolving ages sweep the diai^^al earA, 
And empires vise and fidl ; r^ardlMs he 
Of what the never resting race of men 
Prefect : thrice happj ! covU he escape their gnile. 
Who mine> iirom cmel afarice, his steps; 
Or with his towery gnmdenr swril their state. 
The pride of kings ! or else his strength pcrrcrt. 
And hid him rage amid the mortal friy, 
Astonish'd at the madness of madkiad. 

Wide o'er the vHodiiig omhrage of the floods, 
like vivid hiessoms glowing from afar, 
Thkk-swsrm the hrighter birds. For Natorei'ft hand^ 
That with a sportive vdnit j haa deck'd 
The phmut nations, there her gayest hnei 
Profuselj ponn. But, if she bids them shme^ 
ArTay'd in «]! the beauteous beams of day , 
^9t frugal siiU , shf humbles them in song. . 



Nor cDvy we iJm gaudj robes they I^t ' 
Prou^' MontesuioMi's realm , whose le^oot cast 
A fa|paiidl«M racli4iice waving oa ihe sua; 
"While philomel is oun ;. while in our tbades , 
Thro' the toil siience of the listening night. 
The sob«f»»iuUiii songstress trills h^r by. 

But, come', lay Muse» the detart-barricr burst, 
A wild expanse jl>f lifeless sand and sky : 
And , swifter than ihe toiling caravan , 
Shoot o'er the vale of Scnnar; ardent climb 
Tht Nubian mountains , and the secret bounds 
Of jealous Abyssioia boldly pierce. 
Thou art no niflUn, who beneatK the.masV 
OC social cotaimeroe coni'st to rob their wealth; ' 
No holy Fury thou, blaspheming H«aven, 
With Gonsedraidd' steel to stab their peace, V 

And thro' the land , yet red . from <^vil wounds , 
To spread the pur|^ tyranny of Rome. 
ThoMf like the hamiUite bee^ may 'st freely range. 
From mead to mead bright with exalted flowers , * 
From jasmine grove to grove , may'st wander gay, ' 
Thrp' palmy shades, and aromatic woods , 
That grace the plains, invest the peopled hills , 
And up th«-4ii0r9 jthAB Alpiae mountains ware. 



StJMMEK. 133 

Tliere od-IK^ breezy sdlunut, spmdiag fair. 
For many a league ; t>r Mm atnpendoitt rocks , 
That fiDmr die attn-redonUiBg nSkej lift , 
Cod to the middle air; their lawny topa ; 
VHiere pahieds , and. fanes; and villas rise ; 
And ^rdeos smile around, and cnhur'd fields 
4nd fountains gush; and careless herds and-tiocka- 
Sccarely straj; a world .within itself, 
DisdainiDg all assault *. there let me draw 
Ethereal soul, theve- drink reviriag gales, 
Pnifuselj breathing from the spicy groves. 
And vales of fragrance; there at distance hear 
The rearing floods , and cataracts, Aat sweep 
From disemboweFd earth the virgin gold ; 
Aade^er the varied landiikip, restless, rove^ 
Fervent vritk life of every fairer luad : 
A land of wonders ! whidi the sim siin eyes 
WUk ray direcst, ob of the lovdy realm 
Fmmour'd, and delighting there to dw^ 

How chang'd the scene J In Uaziog hei^jht of aooa*; 
Tlie sun, oppress'd, is pkng'd id thickest gloom. 
Still Horror rfeigns, • dreary twilight round , 
Of stmggling night and day malignant mudd. 
For tot^ke bot eqinator ccoftding Utl, 
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'Where, Mgbly ntteffd, the yiaMittg AiP 
▲dmiu their stream , i n ceMa n t Tapoim roll; 
Amazing cloudf on clends coiitiAml heap*4$ 
Or whirVd tempettaoiis By the gutty wind/ 
Or silent befrne along, heary, andshnr, - 
MTith the big stores of steaming ooeena chatg'd» 
Meantime , amid these upper seas , condeof'd 
▲round the cbld aerial moiiiltain's brow , 
And by couQicling urinds tdgether dash'd , 
The Thunder holds his black tremendous thnme^ 
From cloud to doiid the rending LigfatniDgs nge^ 
Till , in the furious elemental war 
Dissohr'd, the ^hele precipitated mail 
Unbroken floods and solid < tiorrents poara* 

The treasures these, hid from the bounded Mtreh 
Of ancient knowledge; whence, with ammalpompf 
Hich-king of floods fo'cr flows the sweHing Nile* 
From his two springs, in Oojam's sunny realm > 
Pure-we&idg out , he tlifo' the Indd lake 
Of fair Dambea rolls his infiint^stream. 
There , by the Naiads mirs'd, he sports away' 
His playful youth , amid the fragrant isles , 
That widk unfading verdune smile around*. 
Ambitious^ tbenoc the maidy rirer'breaks^ 
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Xad {^thering mtny • floo4» •04 coyitflit M 
Wiik all the mello^ved UvMuret oC Um skj , 
Winds in progressivA nui^ty along :■ 
Tbro' splendid Idogdnma now defolvft* hU maie. 
Now wanders wild o'er so^iiarj tracts 
Of Ufe-deaerted sandj till, gM to^t 
Thejoylesa desart, d(nm the Nubian rock* 
From thnnderJQg fteitp tn steep, he poiifvh|a«r% 
▲nd Egypt joys beneail) tiie spfeading wave, 

His brother Piigisr too , and ^ the floods 
In whidi the fnlt-fonn'd maids of Alric lave 
Their jetty limbs; and all- that from thetraict 
Of wsedy mountains stnetcVd threat goi^^eous Iii4 
Fall on GoKmandeVs coast ,'ot' llalibar ; . • • , / 
From Mennita'e orient stream , thatiiightj^ shinei 
MTitb insect-lamjps, to whe*e Antbr* isheda .. 
On Indus* smiling banhs the rosy slM^er : 
All, at this boBiMeous sefison, opeitheirnmiji 
And pour <j|Otoittng hanresi o'^r the land. 

Nor h»s thy world, Colnmbus, drinks re^resli'df •' 
The lavish mouture of the m^ll^ng year. .. 
Wide o*er his isles , the branching Oilpnoqne 
Rolls a briMrn deluge j and the native drtTW 
?« Mik alpft Qfn U(e-fn(Hcing tre^« 
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At oncfe fiis dofl^ffy hit robe, his fyoA, andjarow. ' 
Swelled ky • thoMnd •Ireains , ioipetiious Inicl^d 
From all the roaring Andes, huge descends 
The'-Bughty Orellanai Scarce the Muse 
Dares stretch her '^ing o'er this eaormous mass 
Of rushing wltcr ; scarce she darea aittenpt 
The sea-Mke Plata ; to whose dread espaiiise , 
CooCinfeious depth V>nd Trendroiis length of coarse. 
Our floods are riUs. Yfith unahated forced ' , 
In silent -dignity ihey sweep along, 
And traTeiM realms unknown , ai|d hlooming wilds. 
And frtiitfiil destfns , worlds of solitnde.', . 
IfVUbre the aun aniiles and seasons teem inf vsia» 
TJnseen , and menjoy'd. Forsaking these , . ■ 
O'er peopled pfadna they fair-diffusive flow; 
And many a nation feed , and cirde safe. 
In ^eir soft bbsbm, many « happy.* isle <( 
^The seat of hhiitieless Pan : yet undisturbed 
By christian crini^s and Europe's cruel sons* 
Thvi pouring on> the^ proudly seek the deep, 
Whose vanqtfish'd tide, recoiling from the shock* 
.Ifields to this- liquid weight of half the globe; 
And Ocean treibbles for his greoa domain. 
But what avaib tfai; wondrous waste of wealth? -1 
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T&tt gay |irofiui«ii of lunnrioui biiK ? 
TKb poflsp of* Nature ? Wliat their bofanj meads , 
Heir powerfisl herbs , and Ceres void of pain? ' ^ 
By nigTMBt birds dispersed , and wafting irinds) 
HVkat their implanted fmits 7 what the cool dnnighu / 
TV aaolsroaial food, rick gntos-, and spicy healthy ■ 
TiKir forests yield? Their toiling iosetu wbat> ^ 
Tlieir silky j^ride , ag^ vegetable . robes ? 
lb! what. avail their fatal treasnres, hid '■>' 

Beep in the bowels of the-pi^ng earth, ' * 

Cirfconda's gems, and sad Potosi's mines; -n >. 

Where dwelt the. gentlest children of the son? -k' '' 
'What nil that Afiic's goUen rivers roll, iriT 

Ber ^•donma wt»ods / and shining ivory stores t T 
lO-feied race ! Abo softening arts of Peace, 
Wbate'er the hnmaaiaing -Muses rteach ; 
The godlike wisdom of tbetempdr'd breast ; 
Progressive tmth, the pitktat force of thomght f 
^pivestigatson calm , whoi^ 'silent powers 
Canunand the wMid \ thalLight that leads to Heivett|f 
Kind equal mle, tbagoirattment of laws , 
And alUprbtecting Fraedaiti , which alone 
Sastains ihe name and dignity of Man : - 

are n<»t theirs. The ^reht-smt 
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®e«ms o*er tliis world of ilaireB to tyramdae; - 
AnA, Wttheppnsiire ray « Che roseate Moom 
Of i>eaiii7 hUsting, gives the ^oomy huo. 
And. fe4tttre gross « er Worse, to ruthliess dee^# 
Blpd-jeaknuy, blind H^, smd fell retenge, 
Their fervid spirit fires. Lo««^dweB« liottken^ 
The soft regards, the teddciWss of life , 
The heartp^ed tear, th' ineffaMe delight 
Of sweet humanity : these conrt the beam 
or milder jdimes ; in sdtfishi fierce desire, '• 
And the wild fury of vohiptooas- sense , 
Tfaer^ lost. The v«ry bniite<creatiDn- there ^ 
This rage partdies , and faiiita with horrid fiww" 
Lo ! the gneen serpent , ihom. his darh-afaodea 
'Which even ImagiBathm feiura-te triad , . ' 
At neon forlh-rissaing', gatljvn nphss train - » 
f n orbaf immense ^ then i^ dattrtig > oak anew p 
6eelKS the refresbtng fenut^ib]; i^hioh diffoaM , 
He throws his folds: and iihile> with th^eatningtoaip 
And -deilhfiil: jaws epect «. die meAster -curls " 
His flaming. creA, all. other i ithirat.appAtt'd ,- - 
Or shivering (lies, ot cheelt'd at di^tomce steals, 
^or dares approadi. But. Mill more .direjful he, 
%he «)il|aU dose^urlung' minister of: fet*^ 
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VTboM bfgh-^oncoeted renom thro* tBe tteint 
▲ mpid ligktmog dxnt^ amsUiig cwift 
The Titai current. Formed |o hmnUe Man, 
This ckikl of* vengefal Nature! There , cabliin'd' 
To leavleM lurt of Uooci , the^ aavage rape • 
Roam , Uoent'd hf the ahading hour of guilt ^ 
And Ibnl nusdeed, when die pore day hat ahat 
His sacred eje. The tjger darting fierce < 
Impetnows on the prey hia glance has doom'd i- 
The IWely-shining leopard , specUed e>*er 
With many a qyot / die heanty of the waale ^ 
And, scoming-att the taming arts of III9B, • 
The keen hyena, feUest of thefelL 
Thew , Toshing from th' Inhospitable wooda 
Of Mattrita9l«> or the tufted isles,' 
That verdant tiae amid the Lyhian trild , . 
Innamerow ghve around their shaggy kinf^^ 
Majestic, stidkmg- o'er4he praated scid; 
And, irilh imferious and repeated roan, 
Bemhnd their lated food. The fearful iloeka 
Crondnear the guardian .swain j the nobler herditf^ 
"Where tound their lordly buU, in rural ease. 
They ruminating lie, mth honxM'iiear 
Tht commg ragf. Th' awahened liUage starts; * 
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Jind t0 her fluttering breast tlie mother stc«ufti/ 
Her thoughtleiB infant. From the Pjnte's demg 
Or ttem Morocco's tjrant fang escap'd , 
Th^ wretch half-wiahes for his bonds agans 
While, uproar all^ the -midemess resounds « 
JFrom Atlas eastwaid to i the fngfaied Piiie. 

Usdiappy he ! who from the first of jogrsr 
Society, cut off, is left alone. 
Amid yus world of death. Daj after daj. 
Sad on the }atting eminoMe he sits , 
And; views the main, that erer toils below f- 
Still fondly fqfrming in the iSuthest verge » 
Where the round ether mixes .wvth ;the wave; 
Ships, dioi-discover'd , dfoj^ing froiai the cloudy 
At eveniDg , to the setting sun he tuns 
A nioumfulieye, and down his dying hevt 

• 

Sinks helpless, while the wontedroar is np« 
And' hiss continual thro' the tedious j^Bght. 
Yet here, even here, into these black abodes ^ 
Of monsters , . unappaU'd from stooping Roma* 
>JUid guiky €aBsar , liberty retired , « 

Her .Gato followiog thro'.- Nomidian wUds : 
Disdainful of Campania's gentle plaiae , 
4a4> «U the- green deiighti Axt9^w» pours;. 
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men for ihem *« mnrt bend ihe^errile inec, » 
And Owning take the splendid robber's boM. 

Ndrstop tbe t«m>» of these regiom here. 
0>mpn«ion'd demons oft , znf^ of wMlb, 
Lctloo«tbe raging elements. Breatb'd bot. 
From all the boundless lumaee of the shy. 
And the ifide gUueriog waste of boning sand^ 
i suffocating wind tbe pilgrim smiles - 
Wilh instant death. P»Aient of thirst and toil. 
Son of the desert ! even the camel feels , 
Shot thro' bis wilhei'd heart, the fiery blast 
Or from the bhuOi-red ether , burning broad. 
Sallies the sudden wbiil*wind. Strait die sanOi , 
Commo^'d around , in gathering eddieft play : 
K4sarer,and nearer stiU ihey darhenipg cwne; 
TA, with the general alUanrohring storm ' 

Swept up , the whole continuous wilds aiiie^ 
And by their noon-day fount dqected thrown ^ 
Or sunk at night in sad disastrous flkep , 
Beneath iiff^^^ding hiUs , the cararan 
Is iMiried deep. la Cairo's cundcd sticets 
Th' ynpatieni merchant, wonderiug , waiu in Ttin:, 

And MMca'«^«>* ^^ ^ ^*^ ^^7* 
Stilt chiof atspa, wbcM ereij flexile wave 
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Oi^jw th^ltWt j ih« aerial tumult swellt. ' 

In the dread deean, undulatiog wide , 

Beneath the radiant line that girts tfaeglohe, 

I'he circUagTyphon, whirrdfrom point to poiat 

Kxhaustibg all the rage of all the skjr , 

And dire Ecnephkl reign. Amid the heavens > 

Falsely serene , deep in a cloudy spedc - 

Compress'd, tlie mighty tempest broodjbag dvdk: 

Of no regard, MTe to the skilful eye , 

Fiery and foul, the small progncstick hangs 

Aloft , or on the promohtory^s l^ow ' i 

Musters ks force. A faint deceitfid calm* , 

A fluttering gale, the deinon sends before , 

To tempt the spreading safl. Then down «t ou^y 

Precipitavt, descends a mingled mass 

Of roaring winds, and flame ,^ and rushing iflooik 

In wild amazement fix'd the sailor stands. 

Art is too slow. By rapid fkte oppressed > 

His broad-wing'd vessel drinks the whelming lide^ 

Bid in the bosom of the bUek abyss. 

"With suqIi mad seas the daring Gaina fought. 

For many a day, and many a dreadful nighty 

Incessant, laV ring. round the stormy Cape^ 

fij bohl ambition I^, and bohl^r thiiM 
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or gold. For tKen from ancient gloom enierg*d 
Tbe rising worM of trade : tlie Genius , then ^ 
Of navigation, that, in hopeless sloth. 
Had slumber'd on the Tast Atlantic deep , 
For idle ages , startling , heard at last 
The Lusitoaian Prince; who, Heny'n-inspir'd , 
To love of useful glory rous'd mankind , 
And in unbounded Commerce mit'd the world. 

Increasing still the terrors of these storms. 
Hit jaws horrific arm'd with threefold fote , 
Here dwells the direful shark. Lur'd by the scent 
Of steaming crouds, of rank diseaie , and deaths 
Behold 1 he rushing cuU the briny flood , 
Swift as the gale can bear the ship along; 
And, from- the partners of that cruel trade , 
Which ^oils unhappy Guinea of her sons , 
Demands his share of prey ; demands themielres. 
The stormy fates descend: one death involves 
Tyrants and slaves j when strait, their mang;ledlimbt 
Craihing at once , he dyes the purple seas 
With gore , and riots in the vengeful meat 

When o*er this world , by efl[unoctial rains 
Flooded immense) looks out the joyless sui^. 
And drawl 4hc copioussteam : froi|i swampy fcoe» 
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\/Vliere puirefacUon into life ienneiito> 
And breathes destriictiTe myriads ; or from voodi> 
Impenetrable shades, recess^ foul, 
tn yapours rank and blue eorruption wrapt, 
"Whose gloomy bprron jet no desperate foot 
Haserer dar'd to pierce; then , -Mratteful, forth 
Walks the dire Power of pestilent disease. 
A thoiisand hideOus fiends her bourse atlted,. 
Sidi Nature blasting, and to heaftless woe, 
And feeble deflation, casting dowit 
The towering hopes and idl the pride of Maib 
Such As 6f late- at Garthagena quenched • 
The British fire. Yoti, gallant Vernon, sa# 
The miserable scene; you, pHjringy saw 
To inCuit-weakness sunk the warrxor^s am ^ 
Saw the deep-rsfckmg pang, the ghatsfFy fonnr, 
The lip pale-quivjering , and the beamless eye 
]Vo more with ardour bright : you heard the gToafS 
Of agonizing ships, from shore to shore; 
Heard , nightly pftung'd amid the sullen wares^y 
The frequent cone; while on each other fix'd,. 
In sad presage, the blank assistanis seem'd. 
Silent , to ask ) whofii Fate would next demandk 
- Wliat.DQcd Ij^gnahu those ioclewcul.skiss^ 
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mere , fir^quaH »*'ir A< MiWn i w g cSty , Plag»>» 
The fiett«t diaa rf If Biff ■■ dmoc, 
Deweodt? Frpm EdiMpU'b piilnMd «oo4t« 
From tiMed Cairo^t flik, nd fiMM«ddb 
With locuaHuMCS p i rtwfjW ig Wap'd » 
Thi« grett dotrvjer •pnaip. Her awfii nf» 
The Itmles cMape : M»n is kcr iimiii'd prey/ ' 
Intemperate Han! attd o'er ha» gnkjr domcs^ 
8fae dnns a doee inciimhfl cb wd of dcatli; 
UninlemflMl by tiie Uriag winds ,- 
Forbid to U«nr a i^olesome lireeie ; ttd flaiB*4 
'WithimMij a mixture bj llie ami , suflWd , 
Of aogrj aspect. Princely imdoiny thea, 
Bejecvsius watdifnleye; and irom llie hand 
Of feeUe jvstict , ineffiectiial , drop 
Tlie'fword and ]»alance t mute tke Toioe of joy. 
And hnsh'd tlMB cbumonr qObe hosy Wttild 
^pty theitKjBUf wilk iincout]k.Terdn>e.eladi 
Into the went «( deiaris sadden. iUun'd 
The chaaHul 'haunt iof Men: mdeis esoap'd 
Fromthedoom'dhonse, wfaeie matohlessKorror reigo% 
Shut vf By baxiMiroiis fear, the'iaiiiit|enwrftoh» ^ 
'With frenzy wild , hreahs loose, and, Wud to'hcaTmi 
.^filpan^Bg^.the dreadful noliqr Jifraigns, 
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Inhuman, and tin«ia& Tha wjlsn door^ 
Yet utiinfected^ von its ^uUpu«. hinge 
Fearing Ao |»]^ ». .abhors, society : . .i 
Dependants , (^t>$i^ , relations ,« Lore hinsaeir^ 
Savag'd by woe ,• lorget .tJM tender tie , > 
The sweet ei^gement of 4he feeling lieart 
^ut vain their selfish. caM : the eirclang sl^^ 
The wide enliVenipg air is foU of late ; 
And, stmck.by taanis, ia iSoUtary pangs 
They fi^U, unblesl».>nn^s]yied,ilm.d luimonnifdU '.. 
TCfaii* o'ef the prottrate city black Despair 
Extends.her raven wing; while , tie con|plsta«^ ' 
Th^ soen^ of descdation , ttretcVd aroand ;^ 
The grimi giiardssund; denying all retreat ,' ' 
And give the flying wvetdi a better deathi 

Much <yel reaains unsung : the rage iotcMe 
Of braien«Hraulte!d skies, of iron < fields > 
"Where droogbt andfamine starve tbe blaslled year; 
Fir'd by th^ torch of noo» ^to tenlbld rage', 
The infuriaDte'4)ilt»that skeoU the piBar^d flsme; 
Aod-, roua'd wifbintbeinBubterrsneav world, 
Th'-espandittgeanthjcpiak»> ^t resistless shakes 
A^fmrnig cides from their diidide base. 
And burips jpoUhtainrin .l^e flaming gulpHu 
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l^tr-^ enongli ; return ,- my ▼ngmit '^me, 

I 

X nearer scene oC horror calk tliee home. 

BehoM, sIow-«ettling o'er the lurid grove 
iJnosual darkness broods; amd giwring gaini 
The faU possession of the tky , sureharg'd 
With wrathful Vapour » from the secret beds/ 
Where sleep the mineral generations , drawn. 
Thence nitre, calphiir> and the iiery^spume 
Of fat bitumen, steaming on the day , 
With varions*-ttnctur'd trains of latent flamey 
Pollute the sky, nlid in yon baleful cloiid , 
A reddening gloom > a maga^e of- fate , 
Ferment; till, by the touch ethereal rons'd/ 
The da&h of doudis^ or irritating ' war 
Of fighting wittd^ > while all is c&lm below. 
They furious spring. A boding silence reigns. 
Dread thro' the dun expanse ; savd the dnU sound 
That from the motmtatn, previous to the storm ,' 
Rolls o'er the muttering earth , diftturbs the ftoo^/ 
And shakes the forest-leaf wkhoiit a breath. 
Prone , to the lowest vale , the aerial tribes 
Descend : the tempest-loving^ raven scarce 
Dares wing the dubious dus^. in rueful gaz^ 
The cattle stand , and on the scowling heavenif 
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Cut a ^plprhig eye ; ]»7 Man forsook/ 
Who to the crowded cottage hies him fast/ 
Or seeha the shelter of the downward care. 

'TisUstening fiear^ and dumb amazement aUi 
Wlien to the startled eye the sudden glance 
Appears far south , eruptive thro' the cloud ; 
And fc^owiog slower^ in explosion vast^ 
The Thunder raises bis tremendous voice. 
At first , heard solemn o'er^the verge of heaven « 
The tempest growls ; but as it nearer comes. 
And rolls its awful burden on the wind , 
The lightnings flash a larger 6nrve, and more 
The noise astounds Ttill over bead a sheet 
Of livid flame discloses wide ; then shuts , 
And opens wider; shuts and opens still 
Expansive , wrapping ether in a blaze. 
Follows, the. loosen'd aggravated roar, 
Enlargiiig, .deepening, mingling, peal on peal 
<j^rush'd horrible, convulsing beavfen and earth. 

Down- com«» a deluge, of souorous bail , 
Or pr9De«descending Tain. Wide-rent , the claudii 
Pour a whole flpod; and yet, its flame un^enck'd, 
TV unconquerable lightning struggles through , 
Rag^d and fierce , or in red whirling balls , 



A.Dd fires die monnUaat vkk icdodbU nge. 
Black from i1« stroke, above, the anoaUcfMig piae 
Stands a sad thatter^d traak ; aad , stictdi'd bdow , 
A lifeLeM groi^ tlie blasted catde lie : 
Here tbe soft iodw, with tiiat sane IiannlcsB look 
They woie alnre , asid wiwMiiliiig slill 
In iaocy's cje; Mid tlieK tke ft ow au i g bail. 
And ox Ur.nis'd. Stnck oB tbe cabled dtf. 
The Teoerable tower attd sfriiy lane 
Kettgn tlBeir aged pride. The |^aiij woods 
Suit at the flash, and finom their deep f«ee« , 
Wide-daming out, their tmnblii^ iamates shake- 
Amid Caraanron's moantains f«|pes loud 
The repefcassaTe roar : with 'nighty erash , 
Jnto the flashing deep, from the rode rod» 
Of Peooiaimiaiir heap'^ hidfwi to the akj , 
Tnmhle the snittea dift; aad flaowdco's peak, 
DiMolfiog , instaat yields his wiatiy load. 
Far-aeen, the hcighto at heathy Cheviot Maze , 
And Tknle bellowa thro' her atmost isles. 

Guilt bean appdTd, with deeply tioabled thoagfat. 
And yet not always oa the gaslty >cad 
Descends the frted flash. Toaag Ccbdea 
And his 
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WitK efoal TU^oe -form'd , and equal grMie , 
TIm tane , disUnguisfa'd hj their jsex alene : 
.Hers tlie mild lustre of the blooming mom, 
jLnd his the radian/be of the risen day.' 

Tlwy IbVd : boA au^li their gutielesi passimi wat^ 
As in the dawn of > time inftyrm'd the heart 
Of innocence , «nd< undissembling trath. 
'Twas friendahip heightened hj the mtrtnil ^vfslr , 
Th' enchanting hope^ and sympathetic glow, 
Beam'd freiti the mutual eye. Devoting all^ 
To love^ each was to each a dearer selfi 
Supremely happy iii th' awakened power 
Of giving joy. Al{>ne , amid the shades. 
Still in harmonious intercourse they lir'd 
The rural day, and talk'd the flowing heart. 
Or sighed and look*d unutterable 'things. 

So pass'd theit l^, a clear miited stream. 
By care unruffled ; till, in evil hour. 
The tempest caught them on the tender wdk , 
Heedless how far, and where its mazes stray 'J , 
While, with each other blest, creative love 
Still bade eternal Edto smile around. 
Presaging instant fate her bosom heav'd 
Unwonted. sighs, andsteaUng oft a look 



SITBIMfilt t4c 

0(tlielMSSl<^m«a CdadoD her ey« 
RjU tearful, wetttng her fUMrdowd 
hi vaia asvinog lo^, ""^ ccnCaenee 
In Heaven, w^twh^a her few ; il g»ew, 
Her fnttoe near jfaiohrtiim. He peraenr'a 
Tk' AneqaaL cofiBick, end as angelt leek 
On dying MinU., hiacjea co mpw a w t ihed. 
With loTe iflbinn'd hi^: « Feernet, henid, 
Stwet innocewre ! Ao« etwM^er i» eftace , 
And inward eumm I He, who yea doe* 4n«olTee: 
In ffowiM of dephneaa, eeer amilei on thee 
With Und i^^id. O'er ihee the aecrefc ihaft 
That wuu» a* ntfda^htv er th' nudetaded honv 
Of noon, flieaheimlew : and ^t very Toioe , 
Which thniidert terror thro' the ^tjlieart. 
With teaipicf 4»ftfefaphs«rhi»peH peace to thSme^- 
'Tisaiifcty to be near thee tmn, and that 
» To dasp. perfediott ! m From hk void cmbraoe^; 
Styfteribus Heanrcn I that moBoent, to the ground, 
A hlatkened eorie^ waf ttcudk the hetuteooa nai^^ 
Bat who can paint the lorer , aa he stood , 
Pierc'd by lerere dmazemeot , hating life', 
Speechlesa, and fit'd in all the Mth cf woet 
$o, ikint resaemhknce ! on the mavhle tMnh^ . 
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The ^ell-dis8embl«d mourner atoopiog tU|ii&,^^ 

For ever sHmt , and for ever $|td. 

As from the face of beaten the shattered dondt 
TumnlfuMiS rove, th' interminable Blfj 
Sublimer* swells and o'er the world expanda 
A purer aznre.' Thro', the lightened air 
A highet* lustre and a dearer caltti , 
DiifosiTe, tremble; frhile, as if in sign 
Of danger past, a gUttering robe of Joy k' 
Sat oiF abundant by the yeUow ray , 
luTests the .Helds ; and nature smiles reriVd. 

'Tis beauty all, and gvatefu})soi|g' around; 
Joined to the low of hine> and numerona bleat 
Of flocks thick-mbbUng thro* the doVec'd Tsie. 
And shall the hymn be marred by thankless Maop 
Most-favour'dj who with voioe aitieulate 
Should lead the chorus of this lower world? 
Shall he, 46 soon forgetful of the haiid 
THat hu^h'd the thunder, and serenes the sky/ 
SktuiguisVd feel that ap^ck the tempest wak'd « 
That 8^i|^ of powers .exoeed«ig>lar his .own/ 
Sire yet his feeble heart has loat: hs fears ?' 

Chear'd by the milder beam , the sprightly youth 
Spee^i %9 th$ weUnknpwvpool, wl^ose crystal dep<i| 



L sandy botto«i «lw«s* A wkik lie standi 
Gating th' inverted kadtkip, half afraid 
To mediute ihA Uiie profowid below; 
Then pliingH headlong ddim the circling flood 
His ebon tr8«es> Ind bis ro^ cbe«k 
Instant emerge ; ind ibro* tbe obedient irtTe^ 
At eacb abort breathing by bis lip repell'd. 
With arms' and legs according irett^ be makfli;' 
As homour leads » .an easy-winding path ; 
While, from bis poUsbM sides , a dewy Ugfat 
'^uses on tbe pleased spectators rowid. 

This is the puteit exercise of health , 
The kind refresher of ihe summer-beats ; 
Kor , when cold Winter keens the brightening flood,' 
Would I weak-shivering linger on tbe brink. 
Tfaua life redoubles , and is oft pieserv'd , 
By the bold swimmet , in tbe swift iUapae 
Of accident disastrons. Hence tbe limi>s . 
Knit into force; and tbe same Roman arm , 
That rose victorious o'er tbe conquer'd earth » 
Firat iearn'd , while tender, to subdue the wavow 
Even, from the body's purity » the mind 
Receives a secret sympathetic aid. 

Close i^ the. covert of att baae)^ copse. 
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And fair-expos' d she stood , shrunk from herself, 
.With fancy flushing , at the doubtful Breeze 
'Alarmed, and starting like the fearful fawn? 
Then to the flood she rush'd; the parted flood 
Its lovely guest with dosing waves reoeiv'd ; 
And every beauty softening, every grace 
Flushing anew, a mellow lustre shed : 
As shines the lily thro' the crystal mild; 
,Or as the rose amid the morning dew. 
Fresh from Aurora's hand, more sweetly glows. 
'While thus she wantoned , now beneath the ware 
But ill-conceard; and now with streaming locks. 
That half-emhrac'd her in a humid veil , 
Kisiog again , the latent Damon drew 
Such madning draughts of beauty to the soul. 
As for a while overwhelmed his raptured thought 
With luxury too daring. Checked » at last. 
By love's respectful modesty, he deem'd 
The theft profane, if aught profane to love 
Can e'er be deem'd; and , struggling from the sha<ie, 
With headlong hurry fled : but first these lines , 
Trac'd by his ready pencil, on the bank 
With trembling hand he threw. « Bathe on, my lair, 
» Yet imbeheld ^ave by the sacred eye 
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t- asd arm* J 
^ di' alarming paper soatc^'tL 
]^er Damon's wd!4aM>wii liand site 
Her usrrors T«iid»'^* «d a toiler tram 
Of m«t rmoliom, b«rd to be docrft'd. 
Her sttddeo l>oit««n «««'* : dame roid of guflt. 
The cbarming Bin** «^ innocence , esteem , 
And admiratioii of ker loTer's flame , 
By modcty exaUed : eren a sense 
Of sdf-apjwoiring beauty stole across^ 
Her busy ttoogbl- At length, a tender calm 
HusVd by degrees the tumult of her souTj 
4nd on t^« »p*«»<^™g beech, that o'er the stroam 
Incnmbcat biuig, she iiiih the silvan pen 
Of rural lo^«" *^ coDfessiw carv'd. 
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Vrhich soon hef Damoa kiss'd with weeping joy > 

« Dear youth! sole judge of wliat these Terses meao, 

» By fortune too much faTour^d, but by love , 

» AUs ! not faTour'd less , be still as now 

» Discreet : the time may come you need not fly. » 

The son has lost his rage : his downward orb 
Shoots nothing now but animating warmth « 
And Tital lustre *, that , with various ray , 
Lights up the clouds , those beauteous robes of heaTen« 
Incessant roll' d into romantic shapes « 
The dream of waking fancy ! Broad below , 
Covered with ripening fruits , and swdling fast 
Into the perfect year , the pregnant earth 
And all her tribes rejoice. Kow the soft hour 
I Of walking comes : for him who lonely lores 
To seek the distant hills , and there couTerse 
lYith Natutv ; there to harmonize his heart , 
And in pathetic song to breathe around 
The harmony to others. Social friends. 
Attuned to happy unison of soul; 
To whose exalting eye a fairer world « 
Of which the vulgar never had a glimpse » 
Displays its charms ; whose minds are richly fraiigiil 
>Vitb philosophic stores^ superior light ^ 
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Aad ia mhoae breait , eth wiifir , bant 
Tirtae , the torn of iatefcst deem ronunee; 
Now caU'd abroad ewqaj tbe faBaig day : 
Jiaw to^he vcidant P«rtko of woods , 
To Natnre'a vast Ijycaan, tortk tbcy walk. 
By that kind SdKKd where oo proud master reigna^ 
The fuU free coorcne of the friendly heart , 
ImpraviBg and impror'd. Now from the wwU , 
Sacred to sweet retirement, lovers steal. 
And poor their sodk in trtm^ort, ^Hiidi die Sir» 
Of hnre approving hcan , and cafls it good. 
llVhich way, Amanda, ihali webend ovrcooneT' 
The choice perplexes. "Where fo r e should we chose^ 
All is the same with thee. Say , shall we wind 
AloBg the streams? or walk the smiling mead? 
Or court the Ibrest-f^es 7 or wander wild 
Among the waving harvests 7 or ascend. 
While radiant Smnmer opens all its pride. 
Thy hiU, delightful Shene? Here h;t us sweep 
The boundless bndAip , now the raptur'd eye , 
' Exulting swift , to huge Augusta send , 
Kow to the Sister-Hills that skirt her pbin , 
To loAy Harrow now , and now to where 
lUjettic Windsor lifts his princely bronr. 
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In lovely contrast to this glorious view 

Calmly magnificent, then will wc turn 

To vrhere the silver Thames first rural grows ^ 

There let the feasted eye unwearied stray t 

Luxurious , there , rove thro' the pendent woods 

That nodding hand o'er Harrington's retrfeat ; 

And f stooping thence to Ham'« embowering walks ; 

Beneath whose shades , in spotless peace xetir'd, 

"With Her the pleasing partner of his heart , 

The worthy Queensb'ry yet laments his Gay, 

Aud polish'^l Gornebury wooes the willing Mine ; 

Slo^ let us trace the matchless Yale of Thames ; 

Fair-winding up to where the Muses haunt 

In Twit'nam's bowers, and for their Pope implore 

The healing God j to royal Hampton's pile , 

To Clermont's terrass'd height, and fisher's groves^ 

Where in the sweetest solitude, embrac'd. 

By the soft windings of the. silent Mole, 

From courts and senates Pelhaai finds repjose. 

Inchanting vale ! beyond whatever the Mask 

Has of Ach^^ia or Hesperia sung! 

O vale of bliss! O softly^swelling hills! 

On which the Power of Cultivation lies , 

And joys to «iee the -wonders of his toil 
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Hearens ! what a goodlf project tpreadt aromd , 
Ofhillt, anddalet, and woods^ and kwm, andcpifct/ 
And gUttering toffns, and gilded streams, till all 
The stretching landscape into smoLe decays ! 
Happy flriiannia ! where the Queen of Arts* 
lospiriog vigonr , Liberty abroad 
"Walks, nnomifin'd , eren to thy farthest cottSy 
And scatters plenty with un^ari^ hand. 

Rich is thy sml, and merciful thy clin|e : 
71iy streams unfailing in the Summers dronght ; 
TJnmatdi'd thy guardian-oaks 9 thy vaUeys-float 
With gcdden waves : and on thy mountains flocks 
Bleat mimberiess; while, roving round their sides, 
Bellow the blackming herds in Insty droves. 
Beneath , thy meadows glow, and rise unquett'd 
Against the mower's scythe. .On every hand 
Thy villas shine. Thy country teams with wealth; 
And property assures it to the swain , 
Pleas'd, and unwearied, in his guarded toiL 

FuU are thy cities, with the sons of art ; 
And trade and joy , in every busy street , 
Mingling are heard : Even Drudgery himself, 
Ai at the car he sweats , or dusty hews 
The palace-stone , looks gay. Thy crouded portsy 
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Where rising mtsU an endless prospect yield; 
"With labour bum, and echo to the shouts 
Of hurried sailor , as he hearty waves 
His last adieu, and, loosening everjnsheet , 
Resigns the spreading vessel to the wind. 

Bold, farm, and graceful, aretl^ generous yeifth, 
By hardship sinew'd , and by danger fir'd, 
Scattering the nations -where they go ; and fint 
Or on the lifted plain , or stormy seas. 
Mild are thy glories too , as o'tn* the plana 
Of thriving peace thy thoughtfu) aires preside; 
In genius, and substantial learning , fai^ ; 
For every virtue , every worth , reaoWn'd; 
Sincere, plain-hearted, heritable, kind; 
Tet like the mustering thiinder when provok'd; 
The dread of tyrants , and the sole resource 
Of those that under grim oppressiot> groan^ 

Thy Sons of Glory many ! Alfred thine , 
In whom the splendor of heroic war , 
And more heroic peace , when governed well, 
Coiubine, whose hallowed name the virtues saint, 
And his own Muses love ; the best of Kiogs ! 
With him thy Edwards and thy Henrys shine , 
I^ames dear to Fame; the iirst who deep-impress d 



On lisoghty CnA tbe terror of tby armt. 
That awes lier gadvu atilL In Statcaancn thou. 
And PatrioU, fertile. Tkine a atcady More, 
"Who, wkh a gcoeroua tho' niMtakcn seal , 
^Uliatood a brutal tjraot'a wefWl rage. 
Like Cato firm , Ifte Arktide* just, 
Lfte rigid Cindnnatiia noblj poor , 
A daantleaa aoul erect, who tmil'd on death. 
Frugal , and wise , a Wakiogham b thine ; , 
A Drale , who made thee oiMtreM of the deep , 
And bore thj name in thunder round the world. 
Then flam'd thj spirit high : But who can speak 
The anmerone worthies of the Maiden Reign ? 
In Raleigh mark their erery glory mixfd ; 
Rale%h, the scourge of Spani! whose breast with ill 
The sage , the patriot , and the hero bum'd. 
^or sunk his vigour, when a eoward^reign 
The warrior fetter'd , and at last resigned , 
To glut the vengeance of a yan^pusVd foe. 
Then active still and unrestrain'd , his mind 
Explor'd the vast extent of ages past. 
Aid with his prison-hours enrich'd the worl^ ; 
Yet found no times, in all the long research , 
80 glorioitf ,.or m ht€, as thoK he proved , 

9* 
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In wUch he conquer' J , and in which he Ued. 
IN or can the Muse the gdlaat Sidney pass , . 
The plume of war 1 with early laurels crowned,.' 
The Lover's myrtle , and the Poet's bay. 
A Hamden too is thine, illustrious land, , 
Wise , strenuous , firm , of uosubmitliog soul 
Who stem'd the torrent of a downward age 
To slayery prone, and hade thee rise again. 
In all thy native pomp of freedom bold. 
Bright, at his call, thy Age of Men efifulg'd. 
Of men on whpm late time a kindling eye 
Shall turn , and tyrants tremble while they rea^d. 
Bring every sweetest flower, and let me strew 
The grave where Russel Ues; whose tempered Idood, 
With calmest chearfulness for thee resign'd , 
Stain'd the sad annals of a giddy reign ; . 
Aiming at lawless power , tho' meanly sunk 
In loose, inglorious luxury. With him 
^His friend, the Brillsh Cassias , fearless bled ; 
Of hlghnleterniin'd spirit, roughly brave. 
By ancient learning to th' ^nligbten'd love 
Of ancient freedom warm'd- Fair tby renown 
In awful Sages and ia noble Bards; 
&Q.QA M the^light of dftTlYOing Scieoice spread 
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Her orient iray , and wak'd the Muses' song. 
Thiiie is a Bacon ; hapless in his choice ; 
Uoiit to sland the civil storm of slate » 
And through the smooth barbarity of courts , 
AVithlirm but pliant virtue, forward still 
To urge Iiis course : Him- for the studious shade 
Kind Nature form'd, de^, comprehensive, clear, 
Kiact, and elegant; -in one rich soul, 
Plato , the Sugyrite , and TuUy join'd. 
The great deliverer he ! who from the gloom 
Of cloister'd monks ^ and jargon-teaching sdiools, 
liCd forth the true philosophy, there lung 
Held in the magic chain of words and forms. 
And definitions void : He led her forth. 
Daughter of Heaven ! that slow^ascending still, . 
Investigating sure the chain of things. 
With radiant linger points to Heaven again. 
The generous Ashley thine, the friend of Man; 
Who scann'd ids Nature with a brother's eye. 
His weakness prompt to shade, to raise his aim^' 
To touch the iiner movements of the mind, 
And with the Moral Beauty charm the heart* 
Why need I name thy Bojle, whose pious search/ 
Amid the dark recesses of his works. 
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The great Creator sought? And why thy Locke/ 
"Who made the whole internal world his own? 
Let Newton , pure Intelligence , whom. God 
To mortals lent , to trace his boundless works 
From laws sublimely simple , speak thy fame 
In all philosophy. For lofty sense. 
Creative lancy , and inspection keen 
Thro' the deep windings of the human hearty 
Is not wild Shakespear thine and Nature's boast ? 
Is not each ^r^at, each amiable Muse 
Of classic ages in thy Milton m^t ? 
A genius universal as his theme ; 
Astonishing as Chaos , as the bloom 
Of blowing Eden fair, as Heaven sublime. 
Kor shall my verse that elder bard forget. 
The gentle Spencer , Fancy's pleasing son ] 
Who, like a copious river, poured his song 
O'er all the mazes of inchanted ground : 
Kor thee, his ancient master, laughing sage, 
Chaucer, whose native manners^paititing verse , 
Well-morallz'd, shines thro' the Gothic cloud 
Of time and language o'er thy genius thrown. 
May my song soften, as thy Daughters I^ 
Britanxkia, hail I iTor beauty is xhfiir SSTiti^ 
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Tke iieeliag lieait, simplicity of life. 
And elcgaooe, and tatfe : The fitslUcis tarn , 
Sbap'd by llie luiid of haroMay , the daeA^ 
"Virhere tbe live crimna^ thro' the natifc white 
Soit-sbootin^^ o'er the Cice diffiiiet hloom « 
And eT€*7 mmrliw S<ace; the parted lip. 
Like the red roee-hod moiii wiikmoniing-deir. 
Breathing delight; and, voder flowiag jet. 
Or fmurjr rioglets , or of cirdiag hrowa , 
The neck aUght-chaded , and the fueling hfeast; 
Tli« look resiftle«, piercing to the soul. 
And by the soul inlbrm'd , when dress'd in love 
She siu higfa-smiling in the contdoos eye. 

Idand of bliss f amid the subject seas , 
That thunder round thy radsy coasts, set i^^ , 
At once the wonder, terror, and delight. 
Of distant nations ; whose remotest shores 
Can soon be shaken by thy naval arm ; 
Not to be shook thyself, but all assanlls 
Baffling, as thy hoarcUft the loud sea^wave. 

O Thou I hy whose abnigfaty Nod the scab 
Of empire rises, or aitemate lalls. 
Send fortb the saving Yirtaes itmnd the land, 

la bright fatrel : idnu FeM, «id «odal JLoTc; 
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The tender-looking Charity , intent 

On gentle deeds, and shedding tears thro' s.miles; 

Undaunted truth , and dignity of mind ; 

Courage composed, and keen; sound temperance, 

Healthful in heart and look j clear chastity , 

With blushes reddening as she moves along, 

Disorder'd at the deep regard she dnrvrs ; 

Rough industry ; activity untir'd , 

With copious life informed , and all awake ', 

While in the radiant front , superior shines 

That first paternal virtue , public zeal , 

Who throv^'s o'er all an equal wide survey, 

And , ever musing on the common weal , 

Still labours glorious with some great design. 

Low walks the sun , and broadens by degrees^ 
Just o'er the verge of day. The shifting clouds 
Assembled gay , a richly-gorgeous train , 
In all their pomp attend his setting throne. 
Air, earth, and ocean smile immense. And now, 
As if his iveary chariot sought the bowers 
Of Amphilrite , and her tending nymphs , 
( So Grecian fable sung ) he dips his orb ^ 
Kow half-immers'dj and now a golden curve 
Gives one bright glance^ then total disappearst 
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For erer mnnmg an indnated nmad. 
Passes tlie day , deoeitfal , Tain , and void ; 
As fleets tiie vision o'er the formfol brain , 
TLis moment hurrying wild th' impatdon'd sovl. 
The next in nothing lost. 'Tts so to him , 
The dreamer of this earth , an idle blank : 
A sight of horror to the cruel wretch , 
Who aU day long in sordid pleasure roU*d , 
Himself an useless load , has squandered vile , 
Upon his scoundrel train , what might have chear'd 
A drooping lamily of modest worth. 
But to the generous still improTiog mind 
That gives the hopeless heart to sing for joy , 
DiiTusiiig kind beneficence around , 
Soastiess , as now descends the silent dew ; 
To him the long review of order'd life 
Is iaward rapture , only to be Celt. 

Confessed from yonder slow-extinguisVd cloudsj 
All ether soft'ning , sober Evening takes 
Her wonted station io the middle air ; 
A thousand shadows at her beck. First this 
She ^euds on earth ; then tliat of deeper dye 
Steals soft behind; and then a deeper still , 

locirde fotto?riog circle ; gather round ^ 
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To dose the face of thiogs. A fresher gale 

Begins to wave the wood, aad sttr the stream , 

Sweeping with shadowy^guA the fields of com ; 

Wlule the quail clamours for his runmng mate. 

Wide o*er the thistlj lawn as swells the brceie, 

A whitening shower of vegetable down 

Amusive floats*' The kind impartial care 

Of Nature nought disdains : Thoughtful to leed 

Her lowest sons^ and clothe the coming yeSir, 

From field to field the feath^'d seeds she wingk 

His folded flock secure, the shepherd home 
Hies, merry-hearted; aqd by turns relieres 
The ruddy milk-maid of her brimming pail ; 
The beauty whom perhaps his witless heart , 
Unknowing what the ]oy«mix'd anguisb means. 
Sincere^ loves , by that best language shewn 
Of cordial glances, and obliging deeds. 
Onward they pass , o'er many a panting height i 
And valley sunk, and unfrequented j where 
At fall of Eve the fairy people throng , 
In various game , and revelry , to pasa 
Hie Summer-night, as* village-stories tell. 
But far about they wander from the grave 
Of j^^ vrhoju btf uagentl^ for^HOift urg'd 
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Agoimt his own lad breast to lift tKe Iiand 
Of impioiu tiolence. The lonely tower 
Is also shun'd ; whose monmfiii cbaibbevB hold , 
So ni^fr simck fancy dreams , the yelling ghost. 
Among the crooked lanes, on every hedge , ' 
The glow-worm«lights his gem; and /thro' the dark« 
A moving radiance twinkles. Evening yields 
The worid to ntght; not in her winter-rob« 
Of massy Stygian woof, hoi loose array'd 
In mantle dun. ▲ faint erroneous ray, 
Glanc'd from tl/ imperfect snrfaceb of thingR,' 
FUngi half an image ott^the straining eye ; 
MFhUe wavering woods, aiid villages, and streams «f 
And rocks and moUntain-tops, t|iat long retain'd 
Th' ascending gleam, are all one swimming scene jj 
Uncertain if beheld. Sudden to heaven 
Thence weary vision turns; where, leading soft 
The silent honrs of love ; with purest ray 
Sweet Venus shines , and from her genial rise , 
When day-light sickens till it springs afresh , 
Unrivard reigns , the fairest lamp of night. 
As thus th' effulgence tremulous I drink , 
With cherish'd gaze, the lambent lightnings shoolt 
Across the sky; or horizontal dart; 
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In wondrotiA shapes : By fearful murmimng croud^/ 

Portentous deem'd. Amid the radiant orbs. 

That more than deck , that animate.the sky , 

The life-iofusing suns of other worlds; 

IjO !' from the dread immensity of space 

Returning, with accelerated coarse. 

The rushing comet to the sun descends : 

And as he sinks below tj^e shading earth , 

With awful train projected o'er the heavfns,' 

The guilty nations tremble* But , above 

Those supefstitious horrors that ensUve 

The fond sequacious herd , to mystic iaith , 

And blind amazement prone , th' enlighten*d few>' 

Whose godlike minds philosophy exalts , 

The glorious stranger hail. They feel a joy 

Divinely great,; they in their powers exult , 

That wondrous force of thought which mounting spunif 

This dusky spot, and measures all the sky ; 

While, from.his far excursion thro' the yrilds 

Of barren ether , faithful to his time , 

They see the blazing wonder rise anew , 

In seeming terror clad, but kindly bent 

To work the wiU of aU-sustaiaiag Love : 

From his huge vapory train perhaps to shake 
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Revhing moistare on the numerous ori>s , 
Thro' wMch hi« long ellipsM winds; periiaiw 
To lend new fuel to dedining .nn.. 
To light np ^oMb, and feedtk' eternal fmr. 
With thee, Bereoe Philowphj, whh thee. 
And thy bright gariairf,Utm^ crown my wng ! 
Effusive source of evidence , and trnth ! 
A lustre shedding o'er tV ennohled mind. 
Stronger than Snmmcr-noon; and pure as that. 
Whose mild ▼ibraUons soothe the parted soul , 
jsf ew to the dawning of celestial day. 
Hence thro' hernourUh'd powers, enbrg'd by thee; 
She j^ringsaoft, with eletated pride , 
Above the tangling mass of low desires, 
That bind the flnUering croud; and, angeWing*d > 
The heights of science and of virtue gains, 
•Where all i« calm and ctear. With Nature round , 
Or in the starry regions, or th' ahy», 
To reason's and to fancy's eye display'd : 
The first up-tracing , from the dreary void , 
The chain of causes and effects to him , 
The world-producing Essence , who alone 
Possesses being ; whiUj the Ust receives 
The whole magnificence of heaven and earth > 
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And every beauty, delicate or bold. 
Obvious or more remote, with livelier senw^ 
DiSuBije piinted on the rapid mind. 

Tutored by thee , hence Poetry exalts 
Her voice to agetj and inform* the page 
With music, image , sentiment, and thought^ 
iNever to die! the treasure of mankind ! 
Their highest honour , and the truest joy I 

liVithDttt thee vrhat were unenlightea'd Man? 
'A savage roaming thro' the woods and wilds. 
In quest of prey ; and with th' imfashioned for 
Heugh chbd; devoid of eveiy finer art^ 
And degance. of tife.' Nor happmess 
Domestic , mix'd of tenderness and care ^ 
Nor moral excellence , nor social bliss , 
No guardian kw welre his ; nor various skill 
To turn the furrow , or to guide the tool 
Mechanic; nor the heaven-conducted prow 
Of navigation bold , that fearless braves 
The burning line , or dares the wint*ry pole ; 
Mother severe of infinite ddUghts ! 
Nothing, save rapine, indolence, and guile,. 
And woes on woe$ , a still-revolving tjnain ! 
l^^hose horrid circle had made human life 
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^Than iMiKexkiienoe wone : Brt, taufht hj 

Oun are thepluisttl'policjy 

To liTe like brotlicn, ami 

EmbellHh lifie. Yftuie tkw 

PI7 the tiMigh oer, PluloMpliy directs 

The raUng h^m ; or like tW liboal hnaA 

Of potent HencB » inviiifale, the ttJ 

Swells outy aad Jbean th' inferior wofU alen^ 

Nor to this evanescent ^cck of earth 
Poorly Gonfin'd , the radiant tracts on hi^ 
Are her esaked range; intent to gase 
Creation thro' ; and , from that fiUl complex 
Of ncTer-ending wonder , to conceive 
Of the sole Being right, who spoke the word. 
And p^ature mov'd complete. With inward view. 
Thence on th' ideal kingUom swift she turns 
Iler eye ; and instant , at her powerful glance > 
Th' obedient phantoms vanish or appear; 
Compomid , divide, and into order shift. 
Each to his rank, from plain perceplion up 
To the iair forms of fancy's fleeting train : 
To reason then , deducing truth from truth ; 
And notion ^ite abstract ; where first begins 
The ^orld of spiriu, action ail, and life 
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tlofetter^d , and unmii'd- But here the doud ^ 

So wills eternal ProTidence , sits deep. ' 

Enough for us to know that this dark state , 

In wayward passions lost , and vain punuits , 

This infancy of being cannot prore 

The final issue of the works of God , 

By boundkss Itfve and perfect wisdom form'd. 

And «Ter ri^g with this rising mind. 



' 
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THE AKCtJMENT. 

fTHS subject proposed. Addressed to Mr. Oosloir* A 
prospect of the fields ready for harvest. Reflectionf 
in praise of industry, raised by that riew. Reaping. 
A tale relative to it. A harvest<-«torm. Shooting 
and hunting ^ their barbarity. A ludicrous accoonl 
of foxhunting. A view of an orchard. Wall-fruit. 
A vineyard* A description of fogs frequent in tlie 
latter part of Aittumn : whence a digression, 
enquiring into the rise of fountains , and- rivers* 
fiirds of season considered , that now shift their 
habitation. The prodigious number of them that 
cover the northern and western isles of Scotbnd : 
hence a view of the country. A prospecj; of the 
discoloured , fading woods. After a gentle duskj 

« 

day, moon-light. Autumnal meteors. Morning; 
to which succeeds a calm, pure, sun-shiny daj, 
such as usually shuts up the season. The harv&t 
being gatheried in , the country dissolved in joy 
The whole concludes with a panegyric on a phi^ 
losophical country-liftgv 
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\j ftown'o with the sickle and the wheaten sheaf, 
While Autumn, nodding o*er theyellow plain / 
Comes jovial on ; the doric reed once more , 
Wellpleas'd, I tune- Wfaate'er the ^rint'ry frost 
iVi^rous prepared ; the tarious blossom'd spring . 
Put iu white promise forth ; and snmmer-snns 
Concocted strong ; rush boundless now to view , 
Full perfect all , and swell my glorious theme. 
Onslow ! the Muse , ambitious of tby name , 
To grace , inspire . and dignify her song , 
Would from the pnbUe voice thy gentle ear 
A while engage. Thy noble cares the knows ^ 
The patriot-virtues that distend thy thought , 
Spread on thy front, and in thy bosom glovf ^ 
While listening senates hang upon thy tongue ^ 
Devolving thro' the maze of eloquence 
A roll of periods , sweeter than her song. 
But she too pants for public virtue ; she , 
Tho' weak of power , yet strong in ardent wiH^ 
\Yheae*^r her country rushes en her heart » 
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Assumes a bolder note , and fondlj tries • 
To mix the patriot's irith the poet's flame. 

"When the bright Tirgin gives the beauteous days, 
And Libra weighs in equal scales the year ) 
From heaven's high cope the fierce efiulgence shook 
Of parting Summer , a serener blue , 
"With golden light enliven'd ^ wide invest 
The happy world. Attempered suns arise. 
Sweet beam'd , and shedding oft thro' lucid doudi 
A pleasing calm ; while broad and brown , belovr 
Extensive harvests hang the heavy head. 
Rich , silent , deep , they stand ; for not a gale 
KolU its light billows o'er the bending plain : 
A calm of plenty ! till the rui&ed air 
Falls from its poise, and gives the breese to blow< 
Kent is the fleecy mantle-of the sky ; 
The clouds fly different ; and the sudden sun 
By sits effulgent gilds th' illumin'd field. 
And black by fits the shadows sweep along. 
A gaily-checker'd heart-expanding view , 
Far OS the circling eye can shoot around. 
Unbounded tossing' in a flood uf com. 

These are thy blessings , Industry ! rough ^oiftti ^ 
Whom labour siill attends, and sweat, audpaio; 
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Y«t the kind source of every gentle art, 

And all the 'soft cifility of life ; 

Raiser of human kind ! by Nature cast , 

!Naked , and he^less , out amid the woods 

And wilds , to rude inclement elements ; 

With Tarious seeds of art deep ifr'the mind 

Implanted , and profusely pour*d around 

Materiak infinite ; but idle alL 

Still unexerted , in th' uncoosctous breast , 

Slept the lethargic powers ; corruption stiU ,' 

Toracioos , swalloVd what the liberal 'hand 

Of bounty scattered o'er the savage year ; 

And still the sad barbarian , roring , mix'd * 

With beasts of prey ; or for his acorn-meal 

Foaght the fierce tnsky boar ; a shiTering wretch ! 

Aghast , and comfortless , w^en the bleak north , 

With winter charg'd, let the mix'd tempest fly , 

Hail, rain, and snow, and bitter-breathing frost : 

Then to the shelter of the hut he fled ; 

And tho wild season, sordid , jMu'd away. 

For home' he had not ; home is the resort 

or lore , of joy , of peace and plenty , where 

Supporting, and supported , poKsh'd friends , 

And dear relatioitf mingle iuto bli$s. 
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fiat this tk« ragged Mrage never felt^ ' 
Even desolate in crouds , and thus his days 
Roll'd Keary^ dark , and unenjoy'd along ; 
A waste of time! till industry approach'd^ 
And rous'd him from his miserable sloth :. 
His faculties unfolded ; pointed out , 
Where larish Nature the directing hand 
Of art demanded; shew'd him how to raise 
His feehle force by the mechanic powers^ 
To dig the mineral from the vaulted earth j 
On what to turn the jnercing rage of fire , 
On what the torrent , and the gathered blast ^ 
Gave the tall ancient forest to his ax j 
Taught htm to chip the wood, and hew the stont; 
Till by degrees the finished fabric rose ; 
Tore from his limbs the blood-poUuted for. 
And wn^t them in the wooQy vestment wann: 
Or bright in (^ossy silk , and flowing lavm; 
With wholesome viands fill'd his table , pour'd 
The generous glass around , inspir'd to wake 
The life-refining soul of decent wit : 
Nor stopp'd at barren bare necessity ; 
But still advancing bolder , led him on , 
To pomp, to pleasure, elegance, and grace; 



AUTUMN. 173 

A.nd , breatliing high ambilioa thre' hifi soul , 
Set science , Aivisdom , glory , ia bis \iew , 
And bade him be the lord of all below. 

Then gathering Bien their natural power oorabin'd 
And formed a public > to the general good 
Submilting , aiming , and conducting all. 
For this the patriot-council met, the fuU, 
The free , and (airly-represented whole ; 
For this they plann'd the holj guardian Uwt , 
Distinguished orders » animated arts , 
And witb joint force oppression chaining, set 
Imperial justice at the hebn; yet sull 
To them accountijile : Nor slarisb dretm'd 
That toiling millions must resiga their weal , 
And all the honey of their search , to such , 
As for ifaemselYes alone theoiseUes have raas'^a 

Hence erery form of ciUtivaled life 
In order set , protected , and inspir'd , 
Into perfection wrought. Uniting all. 
Society grew numerous, high, polite. 
And happy. Nurse of art ! the city reared 
In beauteous pride her tower-incircled head ; 
And , stretching street on street, by thousands drewji 
Prom twining woody haunts , or the tough yew 

10 * 
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To bows strong-straining-, her aspiring tons. 

Then commerce brought into the public walk 
Tlie busy merchant ; the big warehouse built ; 
Hais'd the strong crane; choak'd up the loaded street 
"Withforfcign plenty, and thy stream, o Thames, 
Large, gentle, deep, majestic, king of floods! 
Chose for his grand resort. On either hand , 
Like a long wint*ry forest , groves of masts 
8hot up their spires; the bellying sheet between 
Possessed the breezy Toid ; the sooty hulk 
Steered sluggish oh; the splendid barge along 
Ho\(^d , regular , to harmony ; around , 
!rhe boat, light-skimming, strdtcVd its oary wings; 
While deep the various voice of fervent toil 
From bank to bank increasM ; whence ribVd with oak, 
To bear the british thunder , black , and bold , 
The roaring vessel rush'd into the main* 

Then too the pilbr'd dome , magoific , heav'd 
'Xts ample roof; and luxury within 
four'd out her glittering stores : The canvas smootk;' 
With glowing life protuberant, to the view . 
Embodied rose; the statue teem*d tojbreathei 
And soften into flesh, beneath the touch 
Of foriving art, imaginaUon-§H$lCd. * 



ACTCMX. i;5 

AIIis-tliegiftoriiMlintfy; ^r1ulc*er 
Exalts , embelUshes « and i c mlc i s life 
DeUghtfal. PemiTe wmler dbeu-M hj Um 
Sits at tbe soci&l fire , aai Inppy hcan 
Th' esdadrd tempest idl^ nve alon^ ; 
His harde&'d fingers deck ike ^amij wprim^ ; 
Wiihout him awnmer wen an arid wMte ; 
IVo to th* autumnal months ooidd thns transmit 
Those full, mature , insmeaswaUe itferes ; 
That , waving round , recafl mj wand'ring song. 

SooD as the morning tiumhies'o'er the sky , 
Aim], unperceiv'd , unfolds Ae spreading day ; 
fiefore the xipened field the reapen stand , 
III fair array ; each by the fans he loves , 
To bear tbe rougher part, and mitigate 
By nameless gentle offices her toiL 
Al once they Uoop and swdl the Ins^ shcoTcs ; 
While thro' their dkeaiinl band the mrai talk. 
The rural scindal , and the rural jest. 
Fly harmless , to deceive the tedious time , 
And steal unfelt the sultry hours away. 
Behind the master walks, builds up the shocks | 
And , conscious , glanciog oft on every side 
His sat«d eye, (ecti liif ivean hea? « frith joy. 



^ 
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The gleaners spread around , and here and there, 
Spike after spike, their scanty harvest pick. 
Be not too narrow , husbandnien ! biit fling 
From the full sheaf, with charitable stealth. 
The Uberal faandfoL Thinks oh grateful 4dxA.l 
How good the God of Harvest is to yon ; 
Who pours abundance o'er your flowing fields; 
While these unhappy partners of yonr kind 
Wide-hover round you, like the fowls of heaven, 
And ask their humble dole. The various turns 
Of fortune ponder; that yonr sons may want 
What now, with hard reluctance, faint, ye giv& 

The lovely young Latinia once had friends; 
And fortune. smird, deceitful, on ber birth* 
For, in her helpless years depriv'd of all. 
Of every stay , save innocence and heaven , 
She with her widow'd mother , feeble , old. 
And poor, liv'd in a cottage , far retired 
Among the windings of a woody vale ; 
By sofitude and deep^urronnding shades , 
But more by bashful modesty conceal'd. 
Together thus theyjshunn'd the cruel scorn 
Which virtue , sunk to poverty , would meet 
Fr«m giddy paifion and low-aniaded pride; 
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Almoit on Natura's common boimty fed ; 
tike the gay birds that sung them to repose 
Content , and careless of to-nrorrow's fare* 
Her form was fresher than the morning-rose ^ 
When the dew wets its leayes; unstain'd, and pore ; 
As is the HI7 , or the mountain-snow. 
The modest Tirtoes mingled in her ejes, 
StiU on the ground dejected , darting aU 1 

Their humid beams into the bloomiqg, flowers : 
Or when the. monmful tale her mother told, 
Ofwhatjher feithless fortune promised once» 
Thrifl'd in h^ thought, they, like the dewy, star ^ 
Of evening , shone in tears. A native grace 
^Sat fair proportion'd on her polish'd limbs , 
TeiI'd in a simple robe , their best attire , 
Beyond the pomp of dress ; for loveliness 
Needs not the ibreign aid of ornament , 
But is when unadorn'd adorn'd the most. 
Thoughtless of beauty « she was beauty's self * 
Becluse aniid the dose embowering woods. 
As in the hollow breast of Appenine , 
Beneath the shelter of incircUng Ulls , 
A myrtle rises, far from human eye. 
And breatlies its balmy fragrance o'er the wild ; 
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So flourish*^ moomifig, and unseen by aM/ 
!rhe sweet Layinia ; till , at length , con^p^^d 
By strong necessity's supreme command , 
With smiling patience in her looks , she went 
!ro glean Palemon's fields. The pride of straios 
Paleraon was , the generous , and the rich ; 
yVho led the rural life in all its joy 
And elegance , such as Arcadian song 
transmits from ancient uncorrupted times; 
V^en tyrant custom had not shackled man , 
But free , to foUow Naturo was the mode. 
He then , his fancy with 'Autumnal seekies 
Amusing , chanc'd beside his reapepMrain 
To walk , when poor Lavinia drew his eye } 
Unconscious of her power , and turning ^ick 
With unaffected blushes from his gaze : 
He saw her charming , but he saw not half 
The charms her down*«ast modesty conceal'd. 
That very moment love and chaste desire 
Sprung in his bosom , to himself uaknown ; 
For still the world prevailed , and its dread laugk 
Which scarce the firm philosopher can scorn , 
Should his heart own a gleaner in the field ! 
^nd thus in secret to hit soul be si^jVd, 
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K ^hat pity 1 thai so delicate a form/ 

* By b^uty kindled,.'where«nliTeiiiiig sense 

* And more than vulgar goodness seem to dwells' . 
» Should be devoted to the rude embrace 

« Of some indecent cipirn! She looks , methinb; 

» Of old Acasto's line ; and to my mind 

A Recalls that patron of my happy life. 

It From whom my liberal fortune took its rise ; 

> Now to the dust gone down; his houses,' lands/ 

% And once fair^reading family , dissolv'd. 

» 'Tis said that in some lone obscure retreat, 

j» Urg'd by remembrance sad, and decent pride/ 

» Ffir from those scenes which knew their better day*/ 

» His aged widow and his daughter live, 

» Whom yet my fruitless search could never find, . 

» Romantic wish! would this the daughter were ! % 

When , strict enquiring , from herself he found 
She was the same , the daughter of his friend , 
Of bountiful Acastoj who can spoak 
The mingkd passions that surprised his heart , 
And thro* his nerves in shivering transport ran? 
Then hlaz'd his smother'd ikme, avow'd, and boUi 
And as he vicw'd her, Ardent, o'er and o'er. 
Love 4 gralitudc, and pity wept at ouce. 
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Confused , and frightened at his sudden tears , 
Her rising beauties flushed a higher bloom , 
As thus Palemon , passionate and just, ' 
•Pour'd out the pious rapture of his souL 

« And art thou then Acasto's dear rcmaiiisf 
» She , vrhom my restless gratitude has sought^ 
31 So long in vain? O heavens ! the very same, 
)• The softened image of my noble friend , 
» Alive his every look , his every feature , 
» More elegantly touch' d. Svyeeter than spring I 
» Thou sole surviving blossom from the root 
M That nourished up my fortuoe ! Say, ah yi\<at, 
> In what sequestered desart , hast thou draw» 
» The kindest aspect of delighted heaven ? 
» Into such beauty spread , and blovra so fair; 
» Tho' poverty's cold wind , and crushing rain » 
» Beat keen, and heavy , on th}r tender years? 
» O let nie now , into a richer soil , 
» Transplant thesafe ! wherevernalsuns, andshoveUr 
» DiiTuse their warmest , largest influence ; 
» And of my garden be the pride , and joy ! 
» lU it befits thee , oh 1 it ill befits 
M Acasto's daughter, his whose open stores ^ 
-»^.TW vast^ were Uttie to hit ampler beast ;» 



n The fatKer of a country , thus to jfick 

M The very refuse of those harvest-fields , 

» Which from his bounteous friendship I enjoy. 

» Then throw that shameful pittance from thy hand, 

» But ili apply' d to such « rugged task ; 

» The fields, the master', all, my fair, are thine, j 

i> If to the rarious blessings which thy house 

>• Has on me lavish' d , thou wilt add that bliss , 

» That dearest bliss , the power of blessing thee ! 4, 

Here ceas'd the youth : yet still hk speaking ey« 
Eipress'd the sacred triumph of his so\il , 
With conscious virtue, gratitude, and love^ 
Above the vulgar joy divinely rais'd. ^ 

Nor waited he reply. Won by the charm 
Of goodness iifresistible, and all 
In sweet disorder lost, she blush'd consent* 
The news immediate to her mother brought. 
While, pierc'dwith anxious thought, she pin'd away 
The lonely moments for Lavinia's fate; 
Amazed , and scarce believing what she hesfd , 
Joy seiz'd her withered veins ; and one bright gleam 
Of setting life shone on her evening-hours : 
ISot less enraptur'd than the happy paii*; 
JVho fioarjsh'd |gx)g ia twder bliss, and rear'd 
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A numeroitf .offspring , lonely like Uiemsehei^ 

And good , the grace of all the country roond. 

Defeating oft the labours of the year , 
The sultry south collecu a potent Jilast. 
At first , the groves are scarcely seen to stir 
7heir tienibliug tops^ and a still munuur mat 
Along tlie soft-inclining fields of com. 
But as the atrial tempest fuller swells^ 
And in one mighty stream, invisible, 
laimcnse, the whole excited ^atmosphere , 
Impetuous rushes o'er the sounding world : 
Strain'd to the root, the stooping forest pours 
A rustling shower of yet untimely leares. 
High-beat, the carding mountains eddy in. 
From the bare wild, the dissipated storm , 
And send it in a torrent down the vale. 
Expos'd , and naked , to its utmost rage , 
Thro' all the sea of harvest rolling round , 
The billowy plain floats wide.; nor cap evade, 
Tho' pUont to the bUut , its seizing force ^ 
Or whirled in air , or into vacant diaff 
Shook waste. And sometimes. t<>o a bi^rst of raio. 
Swept from the black horizon, broad, descends 
In ene continuous ilood. Still over head. 
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T)i« mingling tempest weaves its gloom , and still 

The deluge deepens ; till the fields around 

Lie Sank , and flatted, in the sordid wave. 

Sudden, the ditches swell ; the meadows swim> 

Ked, from the hiUs» innumerable streams 

Tumultuous roar ; and high aboTe its banks 

The river lift ; before whose rushing tide , 

Herds, flocks, and harvests, cottages, and swainsy. 

HoU mingled down ; aU that the winds had spar*4 

In one wild moment mia'd ; the big hopes , 

And well-«ara*d treasures of the painful year. 

Fled to some eminence > the husbandman 

Helpless beholds the miserable wreck 

Driving along ; his drowning ox at once 

Descending , wilh his labours scattered round , 

He sees ; and instant o'er his shivering thought 

Comes winter unprovided , and a train 

Of clamant children dear. Ye masters , then ^ 

Be mindful of the rough laborious hand , 

That sinks you soft in elegance aad ease \ t 

Be mindful of those limbs in russet dad 

Whose toil to yours is warmth, and graceful pride. 

And, oh ! ba mindful of that sparing board. 

Which covers youw vilh luxury profuse ^ . j 



i84 ATTTtTM^. 

Makes yonr |(Iass 9t>arkle , and your s^nse r^oice I 
Jiot cruelly demand what tTie deep rains , 
And all-intolting vvinds have swept away. 

Here the rude clamour of the sportsman's joy. 
The gun fast-thundering , and the winded horn , 
"Would tempt the Muse to sing the rural Ganae: 
How , in his mid-career , the spaniel struck , 
Stiff, by the tainted gale, with open nose. 
Outstretched , and finely sensible , draws full .. 
Fearful , and cautious , on the latent prey ; 
As in the sun the circling covey bask 
Their varied plumes, and watchful every way, 
TKro' the rough stubble turn the secret eye. 
Caught in the meshy snare , in vain they beat 
Their idle wings , intangled more and more : 
]Vor on the surges of the boundless air , 
Tho* borne triumphant , are they safe ; the gun , 
Glanc'd just , and sudden , from the fowler's eye 
Overtakes their sounding pinions ; and again , 
Immediate , brings them from the towering wtiig. 
Dead to the ground; or drives them widc-dispeiVJ, 
"Wounded, and wheeling various, dovvn the witti- 

These are not subjects for the peaceful Muse^ 
JXor will sh« »taia wiUx siidiL l»er sfolless sonj^; 
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-Tftra most delighted , vrhen she social seef 

The 'vrhole mix'd animal-creatioa round 

Alive , and happy. 'Tis not joy to her. 

This fal-^clj-chearfui barbarous game of death ; 

This rajge of pleasure, which the restless youth 

Awakes, impatient, with the gleaming mom; 

"When beasts of prey retire, that all night long^ 

Urg'd by necessity , had rang'd the dark , 

As if their conscious ravage shun'd the light , 

Asham'd. Not so the steady tyrant man , 

"Who with the thoughtless insolence of power . 

Inflam'd, beyond the most-infuriate wrath 

Of the worst monster that e*er roam'd the waslt) 

For sport alone pursues the cruel chace , 

Amid the beamings of the gentle days. 

Upbraid, ye ravening tribes , our wanton rage^ 

For hunger kindles you , and lawless want; 

But Livish fed , in Nature's bounty roU'd , 

To joy at anguish , and delight in blood , 

Is what your horrid bosoms never knew. 

Poor is the triumph o'er the timid hare ! 
Scar'd from the com , and now to some lone seat* 
Retir'd : the rushy ien -, the ragged furze , 
Slvetch'd o*er the stony heath; tha stubble cLapt^ 
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The thistly lawn; the thick entangled broom; 
Of the same friendly hue, the withered fem; 
The fallow ground laid open to the sun , 
CoQCoctiye ', and the nodding sandy bank , 
Hung o'er the mazes of the mountain brook. 
Tain is her best precaution ; tho' she sits 
Concealed , vrith folded ears ; unsleeping eye»| 
By Nature rais'd to take the horizon in ; 
And head couch'd close betwixt her hairy feet/ 
In act to spring away. The scented dew 
Betrays her early labyrinth i and deep , 
In scattered sullen openings , far beliind , 
With every breeze she hears the coming storm^ 
But nearer , and more frequent , as it toads 
The siglilng gale ,. she springs amaz'd , and all 
The savage soul, of game is up at once : 
The pack fuU^opening, various; the shrill horn 
Resounded from the hiUs; the neighing steed. 
Wild for the chace; and the loud hunter's shout ^ 
O'er a weak, harmless, flying creature, all 
Uix'd in mad tumult, and discordant joy. 
' The stag too , singled from the herd , where long 
lie rang'd the branching monarch of the shades^ 
^fore the tempest drives. At first, ia speed 
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Re^ sprightly, pats his faith ; and, rons'd by fear^ 
Ctvcs all his fiwift aerial soul to flight ; 
Against the brecse he darts , that way the more 
To leare the lessening murderous cry behind : 
Deception short ! tho' fleeter than the winds 
Bluwn o'er the keen-4ur'd mountain by the north / 
He bursts the thickets, glances thro' the glades^ 
And plunges. deep into the wildest wood ; 
If slow f yet «ure , adhesive to the track 
Hot-steaming , up behind him come again 
Th' inhuman rout , and from the shady depth 
Expel him , circling thro' his every shift. 
He sweeps the forest oft ) and sobbing sees > 
The glades , mild opening to the golden day ; 
Where, in kind contest, with his butting fricndt 
He wont to struggle, or his, loves enjoy. 
Oft in the full-descending flood he tries 
To lose the scent , and lave his burning sides : 
Oft seeks the herd; the watchful herd, alarm'd^; 
"With selfish care avoid a brother's woe. 
What shall he do? His once so vivid nerves , 
So full of buoyant spirit , now no more 
Inspire the course ; but fainting breathless toil , 
^k , seizes on his heart : h« stauids at hij ^ 
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And puU liis -last weak refuge in despair. 

The big round tears run dpwn his dappled face; 

He groans in anguish ^ while the grovyling pack , 

Blood-happy, hang at his fair jutting chest , 

And mark his beauteous checker'd sides with g<H«« 

Of tliis enough. But if the silvan yoi|th , 
"Whose fervent bfood boils into violence , 
!Must have the chace; behold , despising flight ^^ 
The rous'd-<up lion » resolute , and slow , 
Advancing full on the protended spear ; 
And coward-band , that circling wheel aloof. 
•Slunk fronx the cavern, and the troubled woodj» 
See the grim wolf; on him his diaggy £oe/> 
Vindictive Hx ; and let the ruffian die : . . . . 
Or, growling, horrid, as the brindled boar 
Grius fell destruction, to the monster's heart 
Let the dart lighten from the nervous arm. 

These Britain knows not ; -give , ye Britons, tb«a 
Your sportive fury , pityless , to pour 
Loose on the nightly robbier mi the fold : 
Him , from his craggy winding haunts unearthed , 
Let all the iHunder of the chace pui:sue«- 
Throw the broad ditch behind you; o'er the hedge 
High bound, resistless; nor the deep oioraas 
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Kefuse , hut thro' the shaking wilderness 
pick jour nice 'vray ; into the perilous flood 
Bear fearless , of the raging instinct full 3 
And as jou ride the torrent , to the banks 
Yotnr triumph sound sonorous, running round. 
From rock to rock, in circling echos toss'd ; 
Then scale the mountains to their woody tops ; 
Hush down the dangerous steep ; and o'er the laWB / 
In fancy swallowing up the space between , 
Pour all your speed into the rapid game , 
For happjf he ! who tops the wheeling chace; 
Has every maze erolv'd , and every guile 
Bisclos'd , who knows the merits of the pack ^ 
Who saw the villain seiz'd , and dying hard , 
Without complaint, tho' by hundred mouths 
Kelentless torn: O glorious- he, beyond * 

His daring peers I when the retreating horn 
Calls them to ghostly halk of grey renown , 
With woodland honours grac'd; the fox's fur 
Depending decent from the roof j and spread 
Pvound the drear walls, with antick figures fierce^ 
The stcg's Urge front : he then is loudest heard, 
When the night staggers with severer toils , 
V»'Uh feats Thessalian Centaurs never knew , 

11 ♦ 
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And tlieir repeated wonders shake the dome.- 
But nrst the fuel'd chimney blazes wide ; 
The tankards foam ; and the strong table groan 
Beneath the smoaking sirloin , stretched immense 
From side to side ^ in which , with desperate knife ^ 
They deep incision make , and talk the while 
Of England's glory, ne'er to be defaced^ 
While hence they borrow vigour : or amain 
Into the pasty plung'd, at intervals. 
If stomach keen can intervals allow. 
Relating all the glories of the chace. 
Then sated hunger bids his brother thirst 
Produce the mighty bowl j the mighty bowl, 
Swell'd high witli fiery juice, steams liberal round 
A, potent gale, delicious, as the breath 
Of maia to the love-sick shepherdess , 
On violets diffused, while soft she hears 
Her panting shepherd stealing to her arms. 
Nor wanting is the brown October, drawn ^ 
Mature and perfect, from his dark retreat 
Of thirty years; and now his honest front 
Flames in the light refulgent, not afraid 
Even wilh thenfineyard's best produce to vie* 
^« cheat the tlarsty momcnfes , ^hlsX a \r\aUf 



C:) 



AUTUMN. i9« 

NValks his dull round , bencalh a cloud of smoak 
Wreath'd , fragrant, from ihe pipe j or the quick dice. 
In thunder leaping from the box , awake 
The sounding gammon : while romp-loving miw 
U haul'd about, in gallantry robust. 

At Ust these puUng idlenesses laid 
Aside, frequent and full, the dry divan 
Close in firpi circle; and set, ardent, i% 
For serious drinking. 3Sor evasion sly, 
J^or sober shift, U to the puking wretch 
Indulged apart ; but earnest, brimming bov»ls 
Lave ev«ry soul, the table floating round. 
And pavement , faithless to the fuddled foot* 
Thus as they swim in mutual swill, the ulk. 
Vociferous at onc« from twenty tongues , 
Reels fast from then.* to theme ; from horses, hounds. 
To church or mistress, politicks or ghost. 
In endless mazes, intricate, perplex'd. 

Mean-time , with sudden interruption , loud , 
Th' impatient catch bursU from the joyous heartj 
That moment touch'd is ev^y kindred soul ; 
And , opening itt a fiiU-mouth'd crj of joy , 
The Uugh , the slap , the jocund curse go- round ; 
"VVhilc, fro«th«ir«lumb«wshook, thekcimel'dhouuda 
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Mis in the mnsic of the day again. 
As when the tempest, that has' vex'd the deef 
The dark night long , with fainter murmurs falls r 
So gradual sinks their mirth. Their feeble tongues, 
Unable to take up the cumbrous word , 
"Lie quite dissolv'd. Before their maudlin eyes. 
Seen dim , and blue , the double tapers dance , 
Like the sun wading thro' the misty sky. 
Then, sliding soft, they drop. Confus'd above, 
Glasses and bottles , pipes and gazetteers , 
As if the table even itself was- drunk, 
Xiie a wet broken scene ; and wide , below. 
Is heap'd the social slaughter : where astride 
The lubber power in filthy triumph sits , 
Slumbrous , inclining still' from side to side. 
And steeps them drenched in potent sleep tiU mora* 
Perhaps some doctor, of tremendous paunch, 
Av\ful and deep, a black abyss of drink. 
Out-lives them all ; and from his bury'd flock 
Betiring , full of rumination sad , 
Laments the 'weakness of these latter times. 
But if the rougher sex by i>iia Q^rce sport 
Is hurried wild, let not such horrid joy - , 

E'er stain the bosom of the briii^b iwr. 
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Tar le the spirit of the chace from them ! 
Uncomelj courage, uobeseeming skill; 
7o spring the fence , to rein the prancing steed ^ 
The cap , the -whip , the masculine attire ; 
In ivhich thej roughen to the sense , and all 
The winning softness, of their sex. is lost. 
In them 'tis graceful to dissolve at woe , 
With every motion, every word, to wavc- 
Quick o'er the kindling cheek the ready blush ; 
And from the smallest violence to shrink 
Unequal, then the loveliest in their fears ^ 
And by this silent adulation^ soft^ 
To theip> protection more engaging man. 
O may their eyes no ijiiserable sight. 
Save weeping lovers , see ! a nobler game , 
Thro' love's enchanting wiles pursued , yet fled. 
In chace ambiguous. May their tender limbs 
Float in the loose simplicity of dress ! 
And , fashion'd all to harmony , alone 
Know they to seize the captivated soul , 
In rapture warbled from love-breathing lips ; 
To teacb the lule to languish ; with smooth step , 
Disclosing motion in its every charm , 
To swim along , and swell the mazy dance \ 
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"VVliQ nobly durst , in rhynie-unfetter'd Terse , 
WiUi British freedom sing the British song : 
How, from Silurian vats, high-sparkling wines 
Foam in transparent floods; some strong, to cheer 
The wintry reveI|.of the labouring hind , 
And tasteful some, to cool -the summer-hours. 
In this glad season , while his sweetest beams 
The sun sheds equal o*er the ,meekened day j 
Oh jose me in the green delightful, walks 
Of, Dodington , thy seat , serene and plain ; 
Where simple Nature reigns j and every view, 
DiiTusive , spreads the pure Dorsetian downs , 
In boundless prospect j yonder shagg'd vrith wood , 
Here rich with harvest, and there wbite with flocki I 
Mean time tlie grandeur of thy lofty dome» 
Far-splendid, seizes on the ravished eye* 
New' beauties rise with each revolving day ;"*' 
New columns swell ; and still the fresh spring finds 
New plants to quicken, and new groves to green. 
Full of thy genius all ! the Muses' seat : 
"Where in the secret bower, and winding walk. 
For virtuous Young and thee they twine the bay. 
Here wandering oft, fir'd with the restless thirst 
Of thy applause , I solitary cour| 
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7h' inspiring • breieze : and n»edilate ifie b^ok 
Of Nature ever open ; aiaiing theoce , 
Warp* komiihe b«art, to learn the inoi:al noiif^. . 
Here , as I jtt^al along the sunny wall , 
Where Autiunn ba»ks , ^ith fruit empurpled deep» 
My pleasing theme continual {n*ompts my thought : 
Presents the downy peach ; the sbioiog plum ; 
The ruddy , fragrant nectarine ; and dark , 
Beneath his ample leaf, the luscious fig. 
The Yine too here her curling te^idriU shoots ; 
llangs out her dusters , glowing to the south ;. . 
And scarcely wishes' for a warmer sky. 

Tji^'Q wd a moment fancy's rapid (light 
To vigorous $oils , and climes of fair extent ; 
Where , by the potent sun elated high » 
The vineyard swelb refulgent on the day ; 
Sprca^^ o'er the vale ; or up the mountain climbs , 
Profuse ; and di^nks amid the sunny rocivs , 
From cliff to cliff encreas'd , the heightened blaze ; 
Low bend the weighty boughs. The clusters clear j, 
Half thro' the foliage seen , or ardent flame , 
Or shine transparent ; while perfection breathes 
White o'ec the turgent film the living dew. 
At thus they brigthen with exalted )uice« 



• Some sages say , that , where the numeroiis wtte 
For ever lashes the resounding shore , 
Drill' d thro' the sandy stratum , every yraj^ 
The waters with the sandy stratum r&se ; 
Amid whose angles infinitely straim'd. 
They joyful leave their jaggy salts behind. 
And clear and sweeten , as they soak along. 
Nor stops the restless fluid , mounting stiU , 
Though oft amidst th' irriguous vale it springs; 
But to the mountain courted by the sand , 
That leads it darkling on in faithful maze. 
Far from the parent-main , it boils again 
Fresh into day ; and all the glittering hill 
Is bright with spouting riUs. But hence this vaii 
Amnsive dream ! why should the waters 1qt« 
To take so far a journey to the hills , 
"When the sweet valleys offer to their toil 
Inviting quiet , and a nearer bed ? 
Or if , by blind ambition led astray, . 
7hcy must aspire ; why should they sudden stop 
Among the broken mountain's rushy dells. 
And, ere they gain its highest peak^ desert 
Th' attractive sand that charm'd their course so 
S«i>ide$, the hard agglomerating salta^ 
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Ic spoil of ages ^ would impervious choak 
:ir secret cKannels; or, by slow degrees, 
Hgh as the hilis protrude the swelling vales : 
11(1 oceaa too^ suck'd thi^o' the porous globe , 
[ad long ere now. forsook his horrid bed. 
And brought Deucalion's watry times again. 

Say then , where lurk the vast eternal springs ,' 
That, like creating Nature, lie conccard 
From mortal eye , yet with their lavish stores 
Kefresh the globe , and all its joyous tribes ? 
thou pervading genius , given to man , 
To trace the secrets of the dark 'abyss , 
lay the mountains bare "f and wide display 
Their hidden structure to th' astotiisVd view ! 
Strip from the branching Alps their piny load ^ ' 
The huge incumbrance of horrific woodi 
From Asian Taurus, froni Imaus stretch'dC 
Alhward. the roving Tartar's sullen bounds ! 
Give opening Hemus to my searching eye , 
And higli Olympus pouring many a stream ! 
O from the sounding summits of the north , 
The Dofrine hills , thro' Scaudanavia roU'd *' 

To farthest Lapland and the frozen main • 
Fjrgw lofty Caucasus, far-icen by thos* 



yVho in the Caspian and black Eutine tdlf; 
From cold Riplieaii rocks , which the wild Ra^ 
JBelieves the stony girdle of the world ; 
And all the dreadful mountain* wrapt in storm , 
'Whence wide Siberia draws h^r lonehf floods ; 

sweep th' eternal snows 1 Hang o'er the deep. 
That eter works beneath bis sounding base. 
Bid Atlas, propping heayeu, as poets feign » 
His subterranean wonders spread ! .unveil 

The miny caverns, blazing on the day^ 
Of Abyssinia's cloup compelling cliffs^ 
And of the bending mountains of the moon I 
Overtopping all these giant^ons of earth , 
Let the dire Andes , from the radiant line 
Stretch'd to the stormy seas that thunder rounA 
The southern pole , their hideous deeps unfold 1 
Amazing scene ! Behold! the glooms disclose » 

1 see the rivers in their inpint beds I 
Deep, deep I hear them , laboring to get free t 
I see the leaning strata, airtful rang'd; 

The gaping fissures to receive the rains , 
The meltings sqows , and cver-drippiog fog«/ 
$trow'd bibulous above I see the sands « 
^ke pebbly gfa.vel u^^^t , the layer« tbe^- 



Of mingled itooulds, of more re^tentive earths ^ 
!irhe gutter' d rocks and mazy-running, defts , 
That, mrhile the stealing moisture they transmit jf 
Helard its motion , and forbid its waste* 
Beneath tV incessant weeping of these drains,, 
I see the rocky siphons stretch'd immense , 
The mighty tEeservoirs , of hardened chalk 
Or stiff compacted clay , capacious form'd. 
O'erjQowiag ^hence , the congregated stores , 
The crystal treasures of the liquid world , 
Thro' the stirVd saad^ a bubbling passage burst; 
And wfUing out » around the middle 'Steep , 
Or ironi the bottoms of the bosom' d hills « 
In pure elTufion flow. United , thus^ 
Th' exhaling sun , the vapour burdea'd air , ■ 
The gelid mountains, that to rain . cqndens'd 
These vapours in continual current draw , 
And send them , o'er the fair«divided eaj;lh« .. 
In bounteous rivers to the deep again , 
A social conamerce hold, and firm support 
The fall^adjiisted haarmony of things*. 

When Autumn scatters his departing gleams , 
Wam'd of approaching winter f gathered , play 
Tiie swallow-people; and toas'd wide arouad«^ 
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O'er the Calm Ay , iu conyohiiioa 'smtl, 
The feathered eddy floats : rejoiciog oace , 
^Ire t9 their vr|ntyy lumbers thej retire ; 
In clusters clung , beneath the mouldering bank , 
And where ^ nnpierc'd b/ frost, the cavern sireAts^ 
Or rather into Wtrtner climes eonvej'd, 
"With other kindred birds of season, ^efe 
They twitter cHearfol, till the Teriiataafmths 
Invite them welfeomc back t lor , thnmgiog , noif 
Innumerous Win^ are in commotion all. 

Where the R^e loses bis mai^stk force 
In Belgian plains^ won from the ragihg- deep « 
By diligence 'amazing', and the strong - • 
Unconquerable hand of liberty , 
The stork-assemibly ttteets j for many a day^ 
Consulting deep', an4 various, ere they taks 
Their arduous voyage thro^ the liquid sky. 
Ane now their rout designed , their leaders chose ^ 
Their tribes adjusted, ctoan'd- their vigorous v^iags; 
And many a circle ^ <mai»y a short essay ; 
Wheerd round and roiuid^ in coAgregation full 
The Qgat^A liighl;-aseends<; and, riding *high 
The adrial blttovfs,. mixes vnth the doiids. 

Or whcWtfeji rfflrsJjffPB otwi*, m,yt»% trbii^? 
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I Boils robnd the naked melancholy isle* 
Of farthest ThuK&, and the Atlantic surge 
Pours in among the stormy Hebrides ; 
Who can recount ifrhat transmigrations thertf 
Are annual made ! -vthat nations come and gol^ 
And hew the Hving clouds on clouds arise ? 
Infinita wings ! till all the phime-dard air^ 
And rUde resounding shore are one wild cry. 

Hei^e the pUiia harmless native his small ilock. 
And herd'diminutite of many hues, 
Tends oiv the litde isbnd's yerdant swell , 
The shepherd's sea-girt reign ; or , to the rods 
Bire-clioging , gathei^ his ovarions food -, 
Or sweeps the fishy shore ; or treasures up 
The plumage , rising full , to form the bed 
Of luxury. And here a while these Muse , 
High hovering o'er the broad <ccrulean scene ^ 
Sees ^aledmiia , in romantic view : 
Her airy mountains , from the waving main , 
Invested with a keen diflfusive sky ; 
Breathing the soul acute; her forests huge, 
Incak, robust, and tall, by Nature's hand. 
Planted of old ; her azure lakes between , 
Poup d out «ilen>ive, and. of watry wealth 
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FaO ; winding deep , and green , her fertile tatei^ 

■ 

With many a cool translucent brimming flood 
\Va8h*d lovely, from the Tweed ( pure parent sireani, 
Whose pastoral banks first heard mj Doric reed, 
'With , Bilyan Jed , thy tributary brook ) 
To where the North-iuflated tempest foami 
O'er Orca's or Betubium's highest peak ; 
^Tfurse of a people ; in misfortune's school 
TrainM up to hardy deeds ; soon visited 
•By Learning , when before the Gothic rage 
She took her western flight. A manly race , 
Of nnsubmitting spirit, wise, and brsYe ; 
Who still thro' bleeding ages struggled hard^ 
.( As well unhappy Wallace can attest , 
JGreat patriot-hero! ill-requited chief! ) ' 
To hold a generous undiminished state ; 
Too much in vain ! Hence of unecpial bounift 
Impatient , and by tempting glory borne 
O'er every land , for every land their life 
.Has flow'd profuse, their piercing genius planned. 
And sweird the pomp of peace their faithful toil. 
As from their owft clear north, in radiant streams^ 
Bright over Europ bursts the boreal mom. 
Oh is (here not some patriot , in w)i«9jB powet 
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That best, that godlike luxi:rirjis placed. 
Of blessing thousands, thousands yet uubom. 
Thro' late posterity ? some , large of soul , 
To chear dejected industry? to give 
A double harvest to the pining swaia? 
And teach the labouring hand the sweets of toil 7 
How, by the finest art, tlie native robe 
To weave ; how , white as hyperborean snow , 
To form the lucid lawn ; with venturous oar 
How to dash wide the billot , nor look on , 
Shamefully passive , while Batavian fleets 
Defraud us of the glittering finny swarms , 
That heave our friths , and croup upon our shores; 
How all-enlivening trade to rouse , and wing 
The prosperous sail, from every growing port. 
Uninjured , rdimd the sea-incircled globe ; 
And thus , in spul united as in same , 
Bid Britain reign the mistress of the deep 7 

Yes, there are such. And full on thee, ArgyU. 
Her hope, her slay, her darling, and her boast , 
From her first patriots and her heroes sprung , 
Thy fond imploring country turns hers eye : 
In thee , with all a mother's triumph , sees 
JUr «very virtue, every grace combin'4^ 
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Her genius, Tri«4om, her engaging tum y 
Her pride of honour , and her courage tryd^ 
Calm , and intrepid , in the very throat 
Or sulphurous war , on Tenier's dreadful field- 
^or less the palm of peace inwreathes thy brpvr \ 
For , powerful as thy sword , from thy rich tongoe 
Persuasion flows ; and wins the high debate ; 
While mix'd in thee combine the charm of youth. 
The force of manhood , and the depth of age. 
Thee, Forbes, too , whom every worth attends, 
As truth sincere , as weeping friendship kind , 
Thee , truly gener<^u6 , and in silencve great , 
Thy country feels thro' her reviving arts , 
planned by thy wisdom » by thy soid informed ; 
And seldom has she known a friend like thee. 

But see the fading many-colour'd woods , 
Shade deepening over shade , the country round 
Imbrown ^ a crowded umbrage , dusk , and dun, 
Of every hue , from wan declining green 
To footy dark. These now the lonesome Muse ; 
Low-whispering, lead into their leaf-strown walks, 
And give the season in its latest view. 

Mean-time, light-shadowing all , a sober cahm 
Fl«eces unbounded^ ether : whose least wav« 
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Stands tremulous , uncertain where to turn 
Tlie gentle current : while iliumin'd wide , 
The dewy-skirted clouds imbibe the sun , 
And thro' their lucid veil his softened force 
Shed o'er the peaceful world. Then is the time , 
For those whom wisdom and whom Naturp charm/ 
To steal themselves from the degenerate crowd , 
And soar above this little scene of things; 
To tread low thbughted vice beneath their feet ; 
U'o sooth the throbbing passions into peace ; 
And wooe lone quiet in her silent walks. 

Thus solitary , and in pensive guise , 
Oft Ipt me wander o'er the russet mead , 
And thro' the saddened grove , where scarce is hearcl 
One dying strain , to chear the woodman's toil. 
Haply some widowed songster pours his plaint , 
Far, in faint warblings , thro' the tawny copse. 
While congregated thrushes , linnetA , larks , 
And each wild throat , whose artless so late 
Swell'd all the music of the swarming sliades ^ 
Ptobli'd of their tuneful souls , now shivering sit 
Ou the dead tree , a dull despondent flock ; 
^Vith'nota brightness waving o'er their plumes, 
A»d nought save chattering discord in their note. 

12 * 
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O let not, aim'd from some inhuman ejCg 
The gun the music of the coming year 
Destroy ; and harmless, unsuspecting harm i 
Lay the "vveak. tribes a miserable prey , 
In mingled murder , fluttering on the ground I 
The pale descending year, yet pleasing stUl^ 
'A gentler mood inspires ; for now the leaf 
Incessant rustles from the raouruful grove ^ 
Oft startling such as , studious , walk below , 
And slowly circles thro* the waving air. 
But should a quicker breeze amid the boughs 
Sob , o'er the sky the leafy deluge streams ; 
Till choaVd , and matted with the dreary shower, 
The forest-walks, at every rising gale. 
Roll wide the withered waste , and whistle bleak* 
Fled is the blasted verdure of the fields ; 
And , shrunk into their beds , the flowery race 
Their sunny robes resign. Even what remained 
Of stronger fruits falls from the naked tree ; 
And woods, fields, gardens, orchards, all around 
The desolated prospect thrills the soul. 

He comes ! he comes ! in every breeze the poir^ 
Of philosophic melancholy comes \ 
Wi near approacl^ th$ Vd^dlSA'Stdrtiig tear 3 



Tlie glowia* cheek, the mild dejected air. 

The softened feature , and the heating heart, 

Plere'd deep trith manj a virtuoas pang , declare ! 

O'er all the soul his sacred influence hrcathes; 

Inflames imagination ; thro' the hreast 

Infoses eTerj tenderness ) and far 

Beyond dim earth exalts the swelling thought*- 

Ten thousand thousand fleet ideas , such 

As never mingled with the vulgar dream , 

Croud fast into the mind's creative eje. 

As fast the correspondent passions rise , 

As varied, and as high : devotion rais'd 

To rapture , and divine astonishment ; 

The love of Nature unconlin'd , and , chief. 

Of human race; the large ambitious wish , 

To maka them blest ; the sight for suflbring worthj 

Lost in obscuritj ; the noble scorn 

Of tyrant-pride ; the fearless great resolve ; 

The wonder which the dying patriot draws ^ 

Inspiring glory thro' remotest time ; 

Th' awakened throb for virtue, and for fame^ 

The sympathies of love, and friendship dear; 

With all the social oflspring of the heart* 

Cb hear lUC thea to vast embo\^-ering shade*.. 
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To t^iliglit groves^ and visiooary Tales; 
To weeping grottoes ^ aad prophetic glooms ; 
Where angel forms athwart the solemn dusk. 
Tremendous sweep , or seem to sweep along ; 
And voices more than human , thro' the void 
Deep-soundiDg , seize tV enthusiastic earl 

Or is this gloom too much? Then lead^ ye poiren^ 
That o'er the garden and the rural seat 
Preside , which shining thro' the chearful land 
In countless numbers blest Britannia sees; 
O Lead me to the wide-extended walks , 
The fair majestic paradise of Stowe ! 
Kot Persian Cyrus on Ionia's shore , 
E'er saw such silvan scenes ) such various art 
By genius fir'd , such ardent genius tam'd 
By cool judicious art ; that ^ in the strife , 
All-beauteous Nature fears to l^e outdone. 
And there ^. o -Pitt, thy country's early boast. 
There let me sit Iieneath th« sheltered slopes. 
Or in that temple where , in future times , 
Thou well shalt merit a distinguished name ; 
And, with thy converse bless'd, catch the last smiles 
Of Autumn beaming, o'er the yellow woods. 
While there with thee ih' enchanted i*ound I walk, 
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The regalated wild , gaj Uncj then 
Will tread ia thought the groves of AtUc li|n4 , 
Will from thy standard taste refine her qvn « 
Correct her pencil to the purest truth 
Of Nature , or , the unimpassion'd shades 
Forsaking , raise it to the human mind- 
Or if hereafter she , yiiih juster hand , 
Shall draw the tragic scene, instruct her thou. 
To mark the yaried movements of the hearty t 
What every decent character requires. 
And everj passion, speaks : O thro* her strain 
Breathe thy pathetic eloquence ! that moulds 
Th' attentive senate^ charms, persuadps, exalts. 
Of honest zeal th' indignant lightning throws. 
And shakes corruptiofl on her venal throne. 
While thus we talk , and tliro' ^j$ian vaUs 
Delighted rove , perhaps a sigh escapes : 
What pity , Cobham , thqu thy vjerdant (iles 
Of ordered trees shouldst here inglorious range. 
Instead of squ^drpus flaming o^ the field. 
And long emhattledjiosts! when Uicn proud ((m > 
The faithless vain disturber of mankiofl , 
Insuhing Gaul , has rous'd the world to w^r ^ 
When keen, once more, witluu their hounds tppre^ 
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Those polish'd robbers , those ambitious slaves,' 
The british youth would hailthj wise command^ 
Thy temper'd ardor , and thy veteran skill. 

The western sun withdraws the shortened day ; 
And humid evening ,. gliding o'er the siy. 
In her chill progress ^ to the ground condensed 
The vapours throws. Where creeping waters ooze. 
Where marshes stagnate^ and where rivers wind^ 
Cluster the rolling fogs , and swim along 
The dusky mantled lawn. Meanwhile the moon 
!FuU-orb'd, and breaking thro' the scattered clouds^ 
Shews her broad visage in the crimson'd east- 
Tum'd to the sun direct , her spotted disk , 
Where mountains rise, umbrageous dales descend^ 
Ajid caverns ^eep , as optic tube descries , 
A smaller earth , gives us his blaze again , 
Void of its flame , and sheds a softer day. 
iNow thro' the passing cloud she seems to stoop j, 
]Vow up the pure cerulean rides sublime- 
Wide tlie pale deluge floats , and streaming mild* 
O'er the sky'd mountain to the shadowy vale , 
While rocks and floods reflect the quivering gleam. 
The whole air whitens with a boundless tide 
Of silver radiance , trembling round th? worl^ 



Ifint -wlien half bloated from the sky her light , 
fainting , permita the sUrrj fires to bum 
'With keener lustre thro' the depth of heaven ; 
Or near extinct her deaden'd orb appears , 
And scarce appears , of sickly beamless white ^ 
Oft in this season, silent from the north 
A blaze of meteors shoots : ensweeping first 
Th^ lower skies, they all at once converge 
High to the crown of heaven , and all at onc<» 
Helapsing quick as quicUy reascend , 
And mix , and thwart , extinguish , and renew, ' 
All ether coursing in a maze of light. 

From look to look contagious thro' the crowd ^' 
The panic runs , and into wondrous shapes 
TV appearance throws : armies in meet array, ' 
Throng' d with aerial spears, and steeds of fir« 
Till the long lines of full-extended war 
Jn bleeding fight commix'd , the sanguine flood 
Rolls a broad slaughter, o'er the plains of heaves^ 
As ^hus they scan the visionary scene , 
On all sides swells the superstitious din , 
Jncontincnt j and busy frenzy talks 
Of blood and battle j cities overtnm'd , 
jLnd laU at night in swallowing carth^ua\e sunk. 
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Or Mcleotts wra{>t in fierce ascending ffanir^ 

Of fallow famine , inundation , stfSrm ; 

Of peslileflce , and every great distress ; 

Empires subvers^cl, -when ruling fate has struck 

Tlie uaalterable hour .• even Nattire's self 

Is d^em'd' to totter cJti the Brink bf time. 

IVot so the mati of philosophick eye , 

And inspect sage ; the waving brightness he 

Curiods surveys , inquisitive to^ know 

The causes , and ioiateriab , yet untixM , 

Of this appearance beautiful' and new. 

Now black , 4nd deep, the night begins to fall, 
A shade immense. Sunk in the quenching glooni^ 
Magnificent and vast , 'are heaven aivl earth. 
Order confounded lies; all beauty void; 
Distinction lost ; and gay variety 
One universal blot : such the fair power 
- Of light , |p kindle and create the whole- 
Drear is the state of the benighted -vvretch , 
Who then, bewilder'd, wander* tliro' the dar^ 
Full of pale fancies , and cliimeras huge ^ 
]Vor visited by one direCtife ray , 
From cottage .streaming, or from airy halL 
Perhaps imputient as be stumbles osi^ 



Struck from tlie root of slimy rashet , blue , - 
The -wild-fire scatters roimd ', or gathered tniU 
A length of flftiMe deceitful o'er the moss : 
'Whither decoj'd by the fantdntic blaze , 
Now laist and now reneVd , he sinks absorpt y 
Bider and horse, amid themii^ gulph : 
While still, from day to day, his pthing wife/ 
And plaintive children his return await , 
In wild conjecture lost. At other times » 
Sent by the better genius of the night , 
Innoxious , gleaming on the horse's mane , 
The meteor sits ; and shews the narrow path , 
That winding leads thro' pits of death , or else ' 
Instructs him how to tarke the dangerous ford: 

The lengthened night elaps'd, the morning 8hinc% 
Serene , in all her dewy beauty bright , 
Unfolding fair the last autumnal day. 
And now the mounting sun dispels the fog* ^ < ' 
The rigid hoar-frost melts before his beam ; •• • 
And hung on' every spray, on every blade 
Of grass, the myriad dew-drops tv\ inkle roundly 

Ab see where robb'd , and murder'd , in that b||( 
Lies the still heaving hive ! at evening snatch'd , * ' 
j^n^th: th« cloud of ^uilt-Qoncealiog night »' '- * ^ 
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And fix'd o'er Bttlphur : wlitte , not drfeaming ill. 

The. Happy people , in their waxen cells , 

Sat tending public cakec^ and planning schemes 

Of temperance , for wint^ poor ^ rejoiced 

To mark, full flowing round, their copious stores* 

Sudden the dark oppressive steam ascends ; 

And , us'd to milder scents , the tender race , 

Bt thousands, tumble from their honeyed domes « 

Contolv'd^ and agooiaing in the dust. 

And was it then for this you roam'd the spring* 

Intent from flower to flower? for this you toil'd 

Ceaseless the burning summer-heats away ? 

For this in Autumn searched the blooming waste , 

Nor lost one sunny gleam ? for this sad fate ? 

O tiian ! tyrannic lord ! how long , how long , 

Shall prostrate IVature groao beneath your rage, 

Attraiting renovation 7 When obliged , 

Must you destroy ? Of their ambrosial food 

Can you not borrow ; and , in just returp ,' 

Aflbrd ihem shelter from the wintry winds j 

Or , as the sharp year pinches , with their owa 

Ag^uin regale them on some smiling day ? 

See where the stony bottom of their town 

liooks desolate., sMad wild ^ with here and ther^ 
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'A helptess nmnber , who the ruin'd state 
Survive , lamenting weak , cast out to death. 
Thus a proud city , populous and rich , 
Full of the works of peace , and high in joy 
At theatre or feast , or sunk in sleep , 
( As late , Palermo , was thy fate ) is seia'd 
By some dread earthquake ^ and convulsive hurPd 
Sheer from the black foundation « stench-involv'd « 
Into a gulph of blue sulphureous flame. 

Hence every harsher sight ! for now the day , , 
O'er heaven and earth diffused, grow warm., and high^ 
Infinite splendor 1 wide investing alL 
How still the breeze ! save what the filmy threads 
Of dew evaporate brushes from the plain* 
How clear the cloudless sky ! how deeply ting'd 
With a peculiar blue ! the ethereal arch 
How sweird immense ! amid whose a»ur6.thron'd 
The radiant sun how gay ! how calm below 
The gilded earth ! the h4rvest«<treasures all 
Now gathered in , beyoud the rage of storms ; 
Sure to the swain ; the circling, fence shut up ^ 
Aud instant winter's utmost rage defy'd. 
WMiile , loose to festive joy , the country round 
Laagha with the loud sincerity of miiih^ . 
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Shook to the wind their cares. The toiLstning joalh 
By the quick sense of music taught alone , 
Leaps wildly graceful in the Uyely- dance* 
Her evety charm abroad, the village-toast. 
Young, buxom ^ warm, in native beauty rich. 
Darts not unmeaning looks; and , where her ey« 
Points an approving smile » with double force , 
The cudgel rattles , and the wrestler twines. 
Age too shines out ; and , garrulous , recooaits 
The.feats of youth. Thus they rejoice ) nor thidk 
That, with. io-morrow*s sub, their annual loii 
Begins again the never-ceasing round. 

Oh knew he but Ihs happiness , of mea 
The happiest he !• who far from public rage , 
Deep in th^ vale , "with a choice few retir'd ^ 
Drinks the pure pleasures of the rural life. 
Wfaattho* the dome be wanting , whose prond gaie^ 
Each moRiing > vomits out the sneaking crowd 
Of flatterers false , and in their turn abus'd ? 
Vile intercourae ! What tho' the gliKering robe. 
Of every hue reflected light can give , 
Or floating loose , or stiff with mazy gold , 
The pride and gaze of fools ! oppress him not ? 
^hat tho'/ from utmost land 'and seo purveyed ^ 
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For him each rarer tributary life 
fileeds Dot , and his insatiate table heape 
With luxury, add death? What tho' his bowl 
Flames not with costly juice ) nor sunk in beds , 
Oft of gay care , he tosses out the night , 
Or melu the thoughtless hours in idle state? 
What tho' he knows not those fantastic joys. 
That still amuse the wanton , still deceive \ 
A face of pleasure , but a heart of pain } 
Their hollow moments undelighted all? 
Sure peace is his ; a solid life , estranged 
To disappointment , and faUacious hope : 
Bich in content , in Nature's bounty rich , 
In herbs and fruits; whateter greens th^e spring ; 
When heaven descends in showers ; or bends the bongji 
When sunmier reddens, and when Autumn beams |^ 
Or in the wintry glebe whatever lies 
Concealed and fattens ^with the richest sap : 
These are not wanting; nor the milky drove; 
I^nxuriant, spread o'er all the lovnng val^; 
J^or bleating mbuntaifls; nor the ehide of streamif 
And hum of bees^ inviting sleep sincere 
Into the guiltless breast , beneath the shade f, 
Os thrown at large amid the fragrant hay | 
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TfoT ought besides of prospect, groye, or song. 
Dim grottoes f gleaming Ukes, and fouataia clear. 
Here too dwells simple truth ; plain innocence ; 
Unsullied beauty ; sound unbroken youth , 
Patient of labour, with a little pleased ; 
Health eTer blooming ; unambitious toil ; 
Calm contemplation, and poetic ease. 

Let others brave the flood in quest of gain , 
And beat , for joyless months, the gloomy ware^ 
Let nuchas deem it glory to destroy. 
Rush into blood , the sack of cities seek ; 
Unpierc'd, exulting in the vidoVs wail. 
The virgifi's shriek, and infant's trembling cry. 
Let tome, far-distant from dieir native soil^ 
Urg'd or by want or hardened avarice , 
Fjnd other lands beneatb another sun* 
Let this thro' cities work his eager way , 
By leg^l outrage and established guile , 
The sopal sense extinct ; and that ferment 
Mad into tumult the seditious herd , 
Qr melt them down to- slavery. Let these 
Insnare the wretched in the toils of law , 
Fomenting discord, and perplexing right. 
An iron race ! and those of fairer (ront j 
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Delusive pomp , and dark eabak , delight ; 

Wreathe the deep how,- dvtfiue- the lying smile. 

And tread the vearj labyrinth of state. 

White he , from all the stornny pasfliona free 

That restless men involre , hears « and but bean,' 

At distance safe , the human tempest roar , 

Wrapt close in conscious peace. The fall of kings. 

The rage of nations , and the crush of states , 

Hove not the man , who > from the world escap'd/ 

In still retreaU, and flowery solitudes. 

To Nature's Yoice attends > froiti month to month I 

And day to day , thro' the reroWing year; 

Admiring , sees her in her erery shape ; 

Feels all her sweet emotions at his heart ; 

Takes what she liberal ^ves , nor thinks of more* 

He , when young spring protrudes the bursting genii ;* 

Marks the first bud , and sucks the healthful gal« 

Into his freshened soul jr ixer ^nial hours 

He full enjoys ; and not a beauty blows , 

And not an opening blossom breathes in Yain» 

In summer he , beneath the liring shade , 

Such as o'erTrigid'Tempe-wontto wa^e. 

Or Hsmus ctol , reads what the muse > of these • 
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Perhaps, has in iminortal numbers timg; 
Or ^hat sh^.cUcU^tes writes : and oft , an 47% 
* Shot rauud , rcfjoices ia the vigorous year. 
'When Autumn'^ yellow lustre gilds the world , 
And tempts ihe sieUed swain into the field , 
Seized by the general jdj , his heart distends 
With gentle throws ; and , thro' the tepid gleaonk 
Deep nAi'^ing^ then he best exerts his song. 
Eren wipter wild |o him is full of bliss. 
Tl^he mighty teinpest, .and the hoary waste , 
Abrupt, and depp» stretch'd o'er the buried earth J 
Aiirake.to soliwQ thought. At night the skies » 
Disclos'd, and kindled* by refining frost « 
Pour every lustre on tV exalted eye» 
A friend , a book thfs stealing hours secure , 
And. n\ark thei|i down for wisdom. With swift wtngf 
Q'^r land. and sed imagination roams; . . 
Or truth, divioely breaking on his mind^ 
Elates his being , and unCalds his powers ; . 

Or in his breast heroic 'Virtue barqs. 

The touch of kindred too and love he feels / ... 
The modest eye , whose. beams ,on his alon#. 
Extatic shine | the little strong embrace 
Pf pi^ttling chihlEen > twia'd his neck 1 



And emulous to please him , calUng forth 

The fond paretital soul* Nor purpose gay , 

Amusemeat, dMice^ or song, he'Weniiyeon$ ^ 

For happiness tand true phHosoipliy 

Are of die social stdl , and snuUng iun^ 

This is the life wlwch.those who fret in gafli> 

And guilty citie»>-neTer knew y the life y 

liCd by primeTal ages, nncomipt, 

"When angels dwelt , and God himself^ with man t 

Oh Nature ! all-snfficient ! over all ! 
Unrich me with the knowledge of thy works ! 
Snatch me to heaven ; thy rolling wonders there, 
"World beyond world, in infinite extent. 
Profusely' scattered o*er the blue immense , 
Shew me; their motions, periods, and their laws. 
Give me to scan ^ thro' the disclosing deep 
Light my blind way : the mineral strata there } 
Thrust, blooming, thence the regetablc world ^ 
O'er that the rising system , more complex. 
Of animals ; and higher still , the mind , 
The varied scene of quick-compounded thought ,' 
And where the mixing passions endless shift ; 
These ever open to my ravish'd eyej 
A search, the ilight of time can ne'er exhaust ! 

i3» 
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But if to tlut uneqaal; if the blood , 
tnaliiggitU stveampaboDimy heart, forbid 
That beat ambilion ; under dosing dhadies^ 
logloriont , lay me by the loivly brook , 
And whiter to' my dreama. From theo bogia , 
Dwell ^U'bn thee , .with thee copchide my song } 
And let me nercr never stray from thee ! 



Ay lu Bin's siTB,' 
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THE ARGtJMENT. 

Tttt subject proposed. Address to the earloCVTil* 
mington. First 'approach of Winter. According to 
the natural course, of the season , Tarious storms 
described' Raia* Wind. Snow. The driviag of thi 
nows : A man periihieig among thein ; whence re* 
fiections oii the wants and miseries of human life. 
The wolves descending from the Alps and Apen** 
nines. A Winter-ereniog described : as spent by 
philosophers ; by the country-people j in the city. 
Frost. A view of Winter within the polar circle. 
A thaw. The whole concluding with moral reflect 
ttODs on a future state. 
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Oke, Wmter comes, to rale the Taried jeir/ 
Sullen and sad, with all Us. luiog train ; ■ 
Vapours, and doods , andsto w ns. Be these my them^ 
These ! that exaU th^ soul .to solemn thought , •- ^ 
And faeavenlj musing. Welcome , kindred glooms^ 
$ Congenial horvon, hail ! wkhfrequtet fobt^ 
Pleas'd haTO I, in my cfaearfnl mom of Kfe, ' '• 
When nurs'd hy •cfWiess soUtudo-i Uv'd^ 
And sung of I^atnre with vnoeasing joy , 
Pleas'd have I wandered' thro* your rough domaiir^ 
Trod the pure Ylrgin-snows, myself as pure;- 
Heard the winds roar, and the hig torrent hnM; ^ 
Or seen the deep'fermtoting tempest bre^d, ' 
In the grim evening sky. Thos passed the time ,^ 
Till thro* the ladd chambers of the south ' 
Look'd out the joyous spting ,• look'd out , and smtf 9» 

To thee , the patron of lier first essay , 
The Muse , o Wilmington ! renews her 80Dg> 
Since has she romided the rerolring year : 
Skim'd the §aj Spring 3 sm eagle-piiiioiis benle^' 
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Attempted tbrongli the Sutumer-bUze to rise $ 
Then swept o'er AutiimB with the shadowy gale^ 
iUid now among the wintry clouds again , 
RoU'd in the doubling storm > she tries to soar^ 
To swell hek* note with all the rushing winds ; 
To suit her sounding IcaJctoce. to the floods ^ 
A* in her theme, her numbers wildlj great : 
Thrice happy I could she fill thy judging ear 
^iih bold description >- and with manly thouf^tc 
Iifor art thOu dull'd in awful schemes alone. 
And how to make a. mighty people thrive: 
But ecpial goodness > sound integrity, 
A firm , unshahen ; uncorrupted soul 
Amid a sliding age, and burning strong, 
P^ot vainly blazing for thy country's weal, 
A. steady spirit regulariy free $ 
Th^se ,. each exalting each , the statesman light 
Into, the patriot; these, the. public hope 
And eye to thee converttng , bid the Muse 
Record what envy dares not flattery' caQ. 

Now when the chearless empire of the sky 
To Capricorn the centaur archer yields. 
And fierce aipiarius, stains th' inverted year* 
Eong.«'«r the ISurthett verge vf h^v^^ the sua 



Scarce spread ikf' etbcr the dcfedei iaf^ 

Faint are Ills ^e»ms , amd iiiffcifil Aoet 
His strnggUng graj* , m hariMtmltl Umt$, 
Thro' the thick air; m doaih'd in daadj m0rm,' 
MTeaL^ wan^ and broad^ he dkirU the fonthcmdyj 
And , Mon-desccndiag, to the long duk mi^ftt, 
"Wide-ffaading all^ the prottrate worid iVBfH. 
Kor it the ni|^ oBwifh'd ; while TJtal heit. 
Light , life , and joj, the dnhioy dajr ^^'«— fry 
Mean-time^ in nhle dnctnie, chadows vact, 
Deep-ting'd and damp, Mid congregated chmdf ^ 
And all the raponrj tvrimlenee of heaven. 
Involve the face of thingk Thns Wioler Utk, 
A hear J gloom oppretiiTe o'er the world. 
Thro' Nature aheddiag influwicig malign. 
And rouaef np the weds of dark diieafe' 
The aoul of man diet in him, loathing liie. 
And bladi with more than mrlincholj viewi> 
The cattle droop; and o'er the fnrrowed land. 
Fresh from the plough, the don difcoloor^d flodia,^ 
Untended spreading , crop the whiJefome root. 
Along the woods, along the moorish lienf. 
Sighs the cad genius of the coming storm ; 
And up among the loose di^ointcd tiifk, . 
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And fractur'd inounf ains -wild _, the BrawCag Brook 
And cave , presageful , send a hollow moan , 
Resounding Ibng^in listening Fancy's ear. 

Then conies the father of tlie tempest forth / 
Wrapt in black glooms. First joyless rains obscar« 
Drive thro' the 'mingling skies with vapour foul; 
Dash on' the'mountain's brow^ and shake the woods/ 
That gnimbling ware beloW. The un&ighily plain 
Lies a brown deluge ; as the low-bent clouds 
Pour flood on flood , yet unexhausted still 
Combine , ' and deepening into night shut up 
The day's fair face. The wanderers of heaven , 
Each to his home ; retire ; save thcSse that love 
To take their pastime in' the troubled air^ 
Or skimming flutter round the dimply pooL 
The cattle from the untasted fields return , 
And'ask'^ with meaning lowe^ their wonted stalls^' 
Or ruminate in the contiguous .shade. 
Thither the houshold feathery people crowd. 
The crested cock , with all his female train , 
Pensive^ and dripping; while the cottage-hind 
Hangs o'er tV enlivening blaze , and taleful there 
Kccounts his simple frolick : mucli he talks , 
And much he laughs^ nor recks the storm that bloiff 



^^Ytthbnt^ and rattles on hisliumble roof. 

"VVide o'er the brim ^ uritH many a torrent swelled ^; 
And the mix'd ruin of its banks o'erspread. 
At last the rous^d-up river pours along : 
Resistless^ roaring, dreadful, down it comes;! 
From the rude mountain , and the mossy ylld , 
Tumbling thro' rocks abrupt , and sounding far ^ 
*£hep. o'er the sanded valley floating spreads^ ^ 
Calm , slug^h , silent ; till again , constrain'd 
Between two meeting hills ; it bursts away , '^ 
"Where rocks and wdods o'brhang the turbfd streaim jjl 
There gathering triple f6rce , rapid , and deep, 

I 

It boils, and wheels, Jtnd foams, and thunders througliir 

ISraiare ! great parent ! whose unceasing hand 
HoUs round the seasons of the changeful year. 
How mighty, how majestic, are thy works! 
.With what a {^easing dread they swell the so'olS 
That sees astonish'd ! And astonish'd sings \ 
Te too , ye winds ! thftt bow begin to blow , 
With boisterous «#eep ,1 raise my voice to yoxi»i * 
Where «re your ttorcs, ye powerfurbeings'.'sayij 
Where your aeriit magazines reserv'd , 
To swell the brooding terrors of the stonn? 
Jo %rhal £ar^stant re|ion of the sVjf « ' - '-•' 
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W^^ld as the 'winds -across the howUag ^asttt 

Of mighty waters*, qow ih' inflated. wave 

Straining they scale ^ and now impetuous shoot 

Into the secret chambers of the deep> 

The wintry Ballick th^ndering o'er their head^ 

Emerging thence again , befpre the breath 

Of full-exerted heaven they wing their course/ 

And dart on distant ^oast ^ if some sharp rock^ 

Or shoal insidious break not their career ^ .. 

And in loose fragments fling them floating rounds 

Nor less at land the, loosened tempest .reigns* 
The mountain thufiders 3 and its. sturdy .sons 
Stoop to the bQttom of the rocks they sbadei* 
Lone on the midnight steep, and- all aghast, 
^The dark way-faring stranger breathless toils , 
And> often falling , climbs against, the' Uast. 
Low waves the poted forest , v^x'd , : and shed* 

What of its tarnish'd honour yet remain ; 

* 

T)ash'd down^ and scattered; by the tearing ^ind'f 
Assiduous fury, its gigantic limbs. 
Thus struggling thro' the dissipated grove ^ 
The whirling tempest raves along' the plain; 
And on the cottage thatch'd j or lordly roof, 
^en-fastenin|^ , shaken them to the solid Imsm 
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Sleep frighted flie^; and round the roekingdome , 
For' entraaee eager , howk the savage blast* 
Then too , they »ay , thro* all the hurihen'd air, 
lioog'lgroan^ are heard^ shrill sounds, and distant sighs ^ 
That' , littered by the demon of the night , 
W'am tlie. devoted*wretch of woe and death. 

Huge uproar fords it wide. The clouds commixed 
With stars swift gliding sweep along the sky. ' 
All IVature reels. Till JVature'sking, who oft 
Amid tempestuous darkness dwells alone ^ 
And on the wings of the careering wind ' 
Walks dreadfully serene , commands a calm ; 
Then straight, air, sea, and earth are hush'd at once^^ 

As yet 'tis midnight deep. The weary clouds ^ 
Slow-naeeting , mingle into solid gloom. 
I^o W , while the drowsy world lies lost in sleep ^ 
Let me associate with the'seriotis night. 
And contemplation her sedate compeer j ^ 
Let me shake oflF th' intrusive cares of day^ 
And lay the meddling senses all aside* 

"VVhere now , ye lying tanities of life ! ^ 

Ye ever-tempting , ever-cheating train ! 
"Where are you now? and. what is yoUr amk>iinl} 
"Vexation, disappointment, and renaorse, ^ ""^ 
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6«d,.tt<^ning t1iou|;Kt! and jet deluded ta^n, 
A scene of crude disjointed visions past. 
And broken slumbers , rises still resoU'd , 
With neW'flosh'd hopes « t» run the pddj rovadir 

Father of light and Ufe ! thou Good supreme ! 
O teach me what is good! teach me Thjself ! 
6aTe me from foUy , vanity , and viee , 
From erery low pursuit! and feed my soul 
With knowledge , conscious peace > an4 virtne pure; 
Sacred, substantial, never-fading bliss? 

The keener tempests rise i and fuming dun 
From all the livid east, or piercing north. 
Thick clouds ascend; in whose capacious womb 
A vapoury deluge lies,, to snow congeal'd. 
Heavy they roll their fleecy world along ^ 
And the sky saddens with the gathered storm. 
Thro' the hushed air the whitening sliower desceads , 
At first thin wavering ; 'till at last the flakes 
Fall broad, and wide, and fast, dimming the day, 
With a continual flow. The cherish'd iielda 
Put on their Winter-robe of purest white. 
'Tis brightness all ; save where the new snow mchs 
AXotm^ the mafty current. Low, the woods 
Bow their hoar head ; and, ere the languid soa 
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Ta'mt firom the west emits his erening ray, 

JCurth's universal doe , deep hid , and chill , 

h one wild d^iuling waste , that huries wide 

The works of man. Drooping, the lahourer-os 

Stands €over*d o'er with snow , and then demand* 

The fmit of all his toiL The fowis of heaten , 

Tam'd by the cruel season , croud around 

The winnowing store , and daim the little boon 

Which 'Pxovidence assigns them. One alone , 

The red-breast, sacred to the household gods> 

Wisely regardful of th' embroiling sky , 

In joyless fields , and thorny thickets , leaiet 

Bis shivering mates , and pays to trusted man 

His annual vbit. Half-afraid, he first 

Against the window beats ; then , brisk , alights 

On the warm hearth ; then , hopping o'er the floor/ 

Eyes all the smiling family askance. 

And pecks , and starts , and wonders where he is : 

'Till more familiar grown., the table-crumbs 

Attract his slender feet The foodless wilds 

Pour Ibrth th^r brown inhabitants* The hare , 

Tho' timorous of hesrt, and hard beset 

By deatli in various fi>rms , dark snares , and dogs .' 

And more unpitying men, the garden seeks ^ 
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ITrg'd on by fearless 'waaV The bleating kind 
Eye the bleak heaTea, and next the glistening ev^ 
With looks of dumb despair ^ then , sad-dispen'd. 
Dig for the withered herd tlbro' heaps of snow. 
' Now, shepherds , to yeur helpless cfaai^ be kindf 
Baffle the ragipg year, and fill their penns 
With food at .will 5 lodge them below the storm, 
And watch them strict : for from the beUowing ea$t, 
In this dire season, oft the whirlwind's wing 
Sweeps up the burthen of whole wintry plains 
At one wide waft, .and o'er the hapless flocks. 
Hid in ^he hoUow of two neighbouring bills. 
The billowy tempest whelms; 'till, upward urg'd; 
The valley to a shining mountain swelb , 
Tipt with a wreath high curling in the sky* 

As thus the snows arise ; and foul, and fierce^ 
All Winter drives along- the darkened air ; 
In his own loose-revolving fields , the swain 
Disaster'd stands ; sees other hflla ascend , 
Of unknown Joyless brew -, and other scenes-^ 
Of horrid prospect, shag the tractless plain : 
Nor fiuds the river , nor the forest , hid 
Beneath the formless wild ; but wanders on 
From biU to dftle, attfl more lUid mofc'^istray; 
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impatient flouncing thro' the drifted heaps ^ 
Stupg with the thoughts of home ; the thoughts of home 
Hush on his nerves^ and call their. vigour forth 
In many a vain attempts. How sinks his soul ! 
"What black despair , what horror fills his heart f 
When for the dusky spot, which fancy feign'd 
His tufted cottage rising thro' the snow> 
He meets the Toughness of the middle waste ^' 
Far from the tvack > and blest abode .of> man | 
While* round him night resistless closes fast , 
And eTery tempest, howling o'er his head. 
Renders the savage wilderness more wild. 
Then throng the busy shapes into his mind. 
Of covered pits , un&thoniably deep , 
A dire descent! beyond the power of frost. 
Of laithless bogs; of precipices huge, 
Smooth'd up withsnow; and, what island, unknown jf 
What water of the still unfrozen spring , . 
la the loose marsh or solitary lake, 
Where the fresh fonntaia from the bottom boils- 
These check his feaHul steps ; and down he sinkf 
Beneath the shelter xol the shapeless drift. 
Thinking o'er all llie bitterness of death , 
}tfix'd with the tender anguish .Nature sho«U 

- .4 
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Thro' the wrung bosom of the djiog man , 

His wife t his children , and his friends onseea- 

In vain for him tV officious wife prepares 

The fire fair-blazing , and the ▼estment wamk ; 

Ifli vain his little children, peeping out 

Into the mingling storm , demand their sire , 

With tears of artless innocence. Alas! 

Nor wife , nor children , more shall he behold , 

Nor firicnds, oor sacred home. On ererj nonre 

The deadly Winter seizes ; shuts up sense ;' 

And , o'er his immost vitals creeping cold , 

Lays him along the snows, a stiffened corse, 

Slretch'd out, and bleaching in the northern lAast- 

Ah little think Uie gay licentious prond , 
Whom pleasure , power , and affluence surround ; 
They , who their thoughtless hours in giddy mirt]». 
And wanton, often cruel ^ riot waste; 
Ah little think they , while they dance alon^ , 
How manj feel , this very mooilent , death , 
And all th^sad variety of pain. 
How many sink in the devouring flood , 
Or more devouring flame* How^many bleed » «• 
By shameful variance betwixt tmaB and man. 
How > many pine in want, -and dimgeon glooma^ 
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Shut from the eommcm air , and common use 
Of their 01m limbt. How many drink the cop 
Of baleful grief ^ or eat the bitter bread 
Of miaerj. Sore pierced by irintrj winds. 
How many shrink into the sordid hut 
Of cheerless poverty. Now many shake 
VTith all the flercer tortures of the mind; 
Unbounded passion, madness, gniH| rem one; 
Whence tumbled headlong from the height of life ; 
They furnish matter for the tragic Muse. 
Even in the vale, where wisdom loves to dwell. 
With friendship , peace » and contemplation join'd ,' 
How many , rack'd with honest passions , droop 
In deep retired distress. How many stand 
Around the death-bed of their dearest friends. 
And point th^ parting anguish. Thought fond maQ 
Of these, and all the thousand nameless iUs« 
That one. incessant 'struggle render life. 
Ope scene of toil> of suffering, and of fate/ 
.Vice in his high career would stand appalled. 
And heed^ rambling impulse leani to think ; 
The conscious heart of charity would warm. 
And her wide vrish Qenevoleiice dilate.; 
The social teur would rise , the social aigh |^, . 
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And inlo dear perfection , gradaal bliss jj 
AefiniDg sliU ^ the social pusiont work. 

And here can I forget the generoua band/ 
Vrho , toucVd with hnman woe , redressiresearch'^ 
Into the horrors of the fjioomy jail ? 
TTnpitied , and unheard , where miserj moaos ; 
Wliere 8icR>.«98 pines; where thirst and hunger bum^' 
And poor misfortune feeb the lasH of vice. 
While in the land of liberty , the land 
Whose every street and public meeting g1<y^. 
With open freedom , little tyrants rag'd ; 
Snatch'd the lean morsel from the starving mouthy 
Tore from cold wintry HmlM the tattered weed ; 
Even robbed them of the last of comforts, sleep ^ 
The .free-bom Briton to the dungeon chain'd^ 
Cr, as the lust ef cruelty pr^Vflll'd; ' 
At plea^re mark'd him with ingldriouft stripes ^ 
And crusVd out lives, by secret barbarous ways/ 
That for their country would have teiPd , or ble^ 
O great des^nl- if eiecuted well , - 
With patient care , and wisdom-temper'd zdaU 
Ye sons of mercy ! yet resume the search j 
Drag forth the legal monsters into light. 
Wrench from- their hands oppression's iron rod ^ 
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Ana 1)ld'. di^ n»ii«fl ftfcl the paiw iKey giYc. 
Much sulUi»<rti<di*^»i«iiHfiii»i*io >*l»i«^»n*t age 
Much i^. the 'patiiqiriJ ^ro^littg' h^^ wquWd- 
The toils of Jiw*j*(iAai^a»h«iisi*oii»iB«a V^ 
Have 4JMlArd^ «dd^ «b g^Wfptui 1^ \ftAh, 
And leiig(hei» aimple {wUoe^tti'trlidftO ' 
How gloriow w«« the day! thait 8aw*4b«te broke/ 
Aa^ ereryman wHhin the -reach oi n^ht* * 

Uy -jrhitryWairhieJrousM, frote'all -the tract • 
Of horrid nftiumaifts. whidi the shibing Alps, 
And yrajr^ Appemoe-, andPyrencei', ' 
Branch out stupendous into distant knds; 
Cruel' as < deanh , . and hungry «s the grave I 
Baniiqg for blood ! boi^ , and ghaHnt , and gnmt' 
Asscmhiing wolVci in raging troops descend; 
And ; pouring o'er the country , bear along , 
Keen as the nerth-wind sweeps the glossy snoWW 
All is their priae- They fasten on the steed , 
Press him to earth , and pierce his mighty heart»« 
Nor can the bull his awfnl' front defend, 
Or shake the murdering savages away. 
Rapacious , at the mother's throat they fly , 
And tear the screaming infant from her breast)^ 
Th« gedUke face of man avails him nought. 

A* 
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Uy!eti hHntj,.SQve6Mnot I At idrbpftP ln^ht gUnci 
The geocrDiu 4aoni»uiili&ai> vofltDftd^f^e , 
IIere.l>le»4*> * hft^lcMi imdistklgttisk'd j^rey. 
But if, «fpryb'4 «C.*th9 teTci^ a^ack, ^ , 
The cpimtij lUKslivtvlllt^ W4 hy. tb«;flcent;. 
On church-^«r4s ;4iiM(r ( inhuman Vo nlate I ) 
^he 4i8app<)Wt«d ipupwiers fall , Mid dig 
Th« throiided i>ody irom the gfave } o'er irhichy 
BGi'd frilhlbal shadci, ^ad frighted gloMto, they howL 

An^ong those hilly- rc^iona,. wk^erevemhrac'd 
In peaceful f^l^s the happy Gri«oaa dwell ^ 
Oft, rushidg.Huiden, from the loaded cUfia, 
lULountains.of snow their gathering terrors roll- 
¥^oi steep to steep, loud-thundering downtfaej come, 
A mntry waste in dire commption. all ; 
And herds J and jlocks, and travellers, and swains^ 
And sometimes wholo brigades of marching troops, 
Or hamlets sleeping in the dead of night. 
Are deep beneath the smothering ruin whelnft'd. - 

Now, all amid the rigours of the year» 
In the wild depth of Winter , while without 
The ceaseless winds blow ice , be my retreat , 
Between the groaning forest and the shore 
Beat by th« boundless multitttde of waves. 
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A. rural « •h^lter'd , goUury tcene ; 
Where ruddy fire and bmmiog Upcm^joui , 
•To cheer the glootn. There itudious let me tit/ 
And Jiol4 high convene irrith the mighty dead j 
Sagee of ancient time^ as god* rever'd. 
As god^ beneficent , who hiest mankind 
With arte » with annt ,. and hamaniz'd a world. 
Rons'd at th' inipiring thonght , I throw aaide 
The loqg Uv'd Tohime; and deep^musiag » hail 
The sacred ahadet , that ilowllr-rittng pata 
Before piy wondering eyes. First Socrates, 
-VVho , firmly good in a corrupted sute , 
Against the rage of tyrants single stood, 
lavincible ! calm reason's holy law 9 
That voice of God within tV attentive min4» 
Obeying, iearless, or in life, or death: 
Great moral teacher ! Wisest of mankind ! 
Solop the nest, who beik his common-weal 
On cqnity'a wide base ) by tender Uwa 
A lively people curbing, yet undlimp'd, 
Preterviog still that ^pnck pecnliar tarn , 
Whence in the lanrel'd iield of finer arts. 
And of bold freedom , they oneqnal'd shone ; 
The pride of sjuiltDg, Greece, and humaii-Viiid* 
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IJostudy'd wity and humour «ver gay; 
Or from the Muses' hill ^ill Pope descend^ 
To raise the sacred hour , to bid it smiW, 
And with th^e siocial spirit warm the heart : 
For tho' not sweeter his own Homer sings ^ 
Tet is his life the more en4eariog song. 

Where art thou> Hmnmond? thou the djlrling -pnit, 
The friend and lover of the tuneful throng 1 
Ah why , dear youth , in all the blooming prime 
Of vernal genius > where disclosing fast 
Ea^h active w;ort1^« each manly virtue lay. 
Why wert thou rayish'd frQm our hope so soon ? 
What now avails that. noble thirst of fame. 
Which stu9g thy fervent breast? that treasured store 
Of knowleclge, early gain'd? that eager seal 
To serve thy covmto'y , glowing in the band 
Of youthful patriots , who .sustain her name ? 
What now, .alas! t^at lifQ^didSusiqg charm. 
Of sprigljtly wit,? tjiati^apture fer,the Muse^ 
That hcj^ of frieq^bip^ 9nd, that soul of }oy. 
Which bade wiih sof^ei^i light iby vtrXUoiksnuidl 
Ah ! only ,shew'4of vM>.,check ^^^ ^^^^ pursuits. 
And teaqh oUr,hui;i|^h)^d hctpes that life is Vain^ 

yrhus in soi^ d^jej^ lyuremeat. would Ijpaa^ 
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Tlie Wtnter-gloonU, with frieads of pliant tool. 
Or blithe , or solenm, as the theme inq^d : 
With them would March , if Nature's homdless fimrnc 
Was calPd , late-risiiig firom the Toid of night , 
Or ^rung eternal from th' eternal mind ; 
Its life, its laws ^ its progress, and its' end- 
Hence larger prospects of the beanteous whole 
Would , gradual , open on our opening minds; 
And each diffusiTe harmonj unite 
In full perfection, to th' astooish'd eje. 
Then would we try to scan tl|e moral world. 
Which , tho' to us it seems embroil'd, mores on 
In higher order; fitted, and impeli'd. 
By wisdom's finest hand , and issuing ail 
In general good- The sage historic Muse 
Should next conduct us thro' the deeps oC time : 
Shew us how empire grew , declined , and fell , 
In scattered Hates; what makes the nations smile. 
Improves their soil , and gives them double smaf. ' 
And why they pine beneath the brightest skies, . 
In Nature's richest lap. As thus we laVk'd , 
Our hearts would bum within us , would inhalo 
That portion of divinity , that ray 
Qf purest heaven, vhich lights the pijbUc »oul 
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Of patriots, and of heroes. But if doom'd; 
In ^overless humble iortune , to repress 
•These ardent risings of the kindling soul 3 
Then, even superior to ambition, we 
Would learn tlie pri?ate virtues ; how to glide 
Thro' shades and plains, along the smoothest stream 
Of rural life: or snatch' d away by hope^ 
Thro! the dim spaces of futurity , 
"With earnest eye anticipate those scenes 
Of happiness, and wonder; where the mind. 
In endless growth and infinite ascent, 
Hises from state to state , and world to world. 
But when with these the serious thought is foil'd , 
"We , shifting for relief, would play the shapn 
Of frolic fancy ; and incessant form ^ 

Those t-apid pictures , that assembled train 
Of flejet ideas j never join'd before, 
"Whence livfily wit excites to |;ay surprize; 
Or foUy-patinting humour , grave himself. 
Calls Uug^l^r forth, deep^shaking evei7 nerve. 

Mean-time the village rouzes up the firej 
While well attested , and as weU believ'd , 
Heard solemn, goes the goblin-story round; 
Till superstitious horror creeps o'er, aU. 
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Or, frequent in the sounding hall, they wake 
The rural gambol. Rustic mirth goes round ; 
The simple joke that takes the shepherd'* heart. 
Easily pleas'd^ the long loud laugh, sioceve; 
The kiss, snatch'd hastj from the side-long maid. 
On purpose guardless ,. or pretdudiag sleep i 
The leap , the slap , the haul ^ and, shook to notes- 
Of native music, the respondent dance. 
Thus jocund fleets wilh them the Winter-night. 

The city smarms intense. The public haunt , 
Full of each theme , and warm with miu discoorseiy] 
Hums indistinct. The sons of riot flow 
Down the loose stream of false inchanted joy ^ 
To swift destruction. On the rankled soul 
The gaming fury falls j and in one gulph 
Of total ruia, honour, virtue, peace. 
Friends , families , and fortune , headlong sink. 
Up-springs the dance along the lighted dome, 
IMix'd , and evolv'd , a thousand sprightly, ways* 
The glittering court eiTuses every pomp ; 
The circle deepens : beamed from gaudy robes ^ 
Tapers, and sparkling gems, and radiant eyes « 
A soft effulgence o'er the palace waves : 
While, a gay insect in his summer-shine « 
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The fop , light-fluttering , spreads his mealy 'vrui|i> 

Dread o'er the scene, the ghost of Hamlet slalks; 
Othelo rages ; poor Monimia mourns ; 
And Belvidera pours her soul in lore. 
Terror alarms the breast ; the comelj tear 
Steals o'er the cheek : or else the comic Miise 
Holds to the world a picture of itself. 
And raises sly the fair impartial laugh. 
Sometimes she lifts her strain, and paints thesceos 
Of beauteous life \ whatever can deck mankind. 
Or charm the heart , In generous Bevil shew'd. 

O Thoa>, whose wisdom, solid yetrefin'd. 
Whose patriot virtues , and consummate skill 
To touch the fin^r springs that move the woiU, 
Join'd to whatever the Graces can bestow. 
And all Apollo's animating fire , 
Give thee, with pleasing dignity, to shine 
At oncQ the guardian , ornament , and joy , 
Of poUsh'd life j permit the ruraM\Iuse , 
O Chesterfield^ to grace with thee her song^ 
Ere to the shades again she humbly ^\e% , 
Indulge her fond ambition , in thy train , 
( For every Muse has in thy train a place ) 
^o ma)rk ihy various fuU-accompUsh'd mind : 
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To mark that spirit^ wliich , with British scorn » 
Rejects th' aUuiem^fits of corrupted power j 
That elegant politeness, which excels, 
£ven in the judgment of presumptuous France , 
The boasted manners of her shining court; 
That wit , the vivid energy of sense , 
The truth of Nature, which, with Attic point. 
And kind well-tempered satire , smoothly keen « 
Steals thro' the soul, and without pain corrects* 
Or, rising thence with yet a brighter flame, 
O let me hail thee on some glorious day , 
When to the listening senate, ardent, croud 
Britannia's sons to hear her pleaded cause* 
Then drest by thee , more amiably fair , • 
Truth the soft robe of mild persuasion wears: 
Thou to assenting reason giVst again 
Her own enlightened thoughts; called from the hear! 
Th* obedient passions on thy voice attend; 
And even reluctant party feels a while 
Thy gracious power : as thro' the varied maxe 
Of eloq[nence, now smooth, now quick, now strong^ 
Profound and clear, you roll the copious flood. 
To thy lov'd haunt return , my happy Muse : 
For now, behold, the joyous Winter-days, 
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Frosty , succeed ; and thro' the h\ne serene , 

For sight too fine, 'ih' ethereal nitre flies ; 

EiUing infectious damps , and the spent air 

Storing afresh with elemental life. 

'Close crouds the shining atmosphere ; and binds 

-Our strengthened bodies in its cold embrace , 

-Constringent ; feeds , and animates our blood ; 

Refines our spirits , thro* the new-strung nerves , 

In -swifter sallies darting to the brain ; 

MThere nts the soul, intense, collected, cool^ 

Bright as the skies , and as the season keen. ' 

All Nature feels the renovating force 

Of Winter , only to the thoughtless eye 

In ruin' seen. The frost-concocted glebe 

Draws ioi abundant vegetable soul , * 

And gathers vigour for the coming year. 

A^'Stronger glow sits on the lively cheek 

Of ruddy fire : and luculent along. 

The purer rivers flow; their sullen deeps ^ 

Transparent, ep^oi to the shepherd's gaj^. 

And murmur hoarser at the fixing frost. 

Whatartthou, frostVaiid whencearethykeenstores 
3[)eriv'd , thou secret all-invadipg power, 
^hom ^ven th* iUusive fluid cannot flj ? 
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Is not thy potent energy, unseen. 
Myriads of little salts , or hook'd , or shap'd 
Like double wedges, and diifu&'d immense 
Thro' -water , earth , and ether ? Hence at eve , 
Steam'd eager from the red horizon round, 
"With the fierce rage of Winter deep suffus'd. 
An icy gale , oft sliifting , o'er the pool 
Breathes a blue film , and in its mid career 
Arrests the bickering stream. The loosened ice. 
Let down the flood, and half dissolv'd by day. 
Hustles no more; but to the sedgy bank 
Fast grows , or gathers round ithe pointed stone |( 
A crystal pavement , by the breath of heaven 
Cemented firm'; till , seiz*d from shore to shore ,, • 
The whole imprisoned river growls below. 
Loud rings thte 'frozen earth , and hard reflects 
A double noise ; while , at his evening watdb « 
The village dog deters the nightly thief ^ 
The heifer lows ; the difstant water-fall 
Swells in the breeze ; and , vnth the hasty trea4 
Of traveller , the hollo'wHWuuding plain 
Shakes from afar. The full ethereal round. 
Infinite worlds disclosing^ to the view, 
8hine8 out inteqsely keen ) ani, aQ oae copa 
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Of starry glitter , glows from pole to pole 
From pole to pole the rigid influence falb. 
Thro' the still night, incessant, heavy, strong 
And seizes Nature fast. It freezes on ; 
Till mom, late-rising o'er the drooping world. 
Lifts her pale eye unjoyous. Then aj^ears 
Th6 various labour of the .silent night : 
Prone from the dripping eave, and dumb cascade, 
^Yhose idle torrents only seem to roar. 
The pendant icicle; the frost-work fair. 
Where transient hues, and fancy'd figures rise; 
Wide-spouted o'er the hill, the frozen brook « 
A livid tract, cold-gleaming on the juonx; 
The Ci^rest bent beneath the pknmy wave; 
And by the frost refin'd the whiter snow, 
Incmsted hard, and sounding to the tread 
Of eafly shepherd, as he p<easive seeks 
His pining flock, or from the mountain top; 
Pleas'd wilh the alippery surface , swift descends* 

On blithsome froUcks bent , the youthful swains. 
While every work of man is laid at rest. 
Fond o!er the river crowd , in various sport 
And revelry dissolv'd; where mixing glad, 
Bappiest of aU their train ! the raptured boy 
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leashes the ivUrling top. Or , where the Rhina 
Sranch'd out in many a long canal extends , 
From erery province swarming , void of care , 
Batavia rushes forth ; and as they sweep , 
On sounding skates , a thousand dilTerent ways. 
In circling poise, swift as the winds, along. 
The then gay biud is maddened all to joy> 
^or less the northern coujrts , wide o'er the snow , 
Pour a new pomp. Eager, on rapid sleds. 
Their vigorous youth in bold contention wheel 
The long-resounding course. Mean-time , to raise 
The manly strife, with highly blooming charms ^ 
Flu^'d by the season ;, Scandinavia's dames. 
Or Russia's buxom daughters glow around. 

Pure, quick , and sportful , is the wholesome day \ 
3tit soon elapsM' The horisontal sun , 
. Broad o'er the south , hangs at his utmost noon : 
And, ineffectual, strikes the gelid cliff: 
His ^zur^ gloss the mountain still maintaias, 
JVor feels the feeble touch* Perhaps the vale 
Helenu a while to the reflected ray , 
Or from the forest falls the clustet'd snow , 
Myriads of gems, that in the waving gleam 
Cay-twinkle 9s they scatter. Thick around 
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Thanders the sport of those , who witK the gun. 
And dog impatient boanding at the shot^ 
Worse than the season , desolate the fields ; 
And , adding to the ruins of the year , 
Distress the footed or the feathered game- 
But -what is this? Our Snfant Winter sinks. 
Divested of his grandeur, should our eye 
AstonisVd shoot into the frigid zone ; 
Where > for relentless months , contioual night 
Holds o'er the glittering -^aste her starry reign- 
There, tlnro' the prison of unbounded wilds, 
Barr*<l by the hand of INkture from escape , 
Wide-roams the Russian exile. jN^ought around 
Strikes his sad eye, but desarts lost in snow ; 
And heaty-loaded groves; and solid floods,' 
That stretch , athwart the solitary tast , 
Their icy horrors to the frozen main ; 
And chearless towns far-distant , nerer bless'd , 
Save when its annual coufse the caravan 
Bends to the golden coast of rich Cathsy, 
With news of humankind.- Yet there life ^om\ 
Ifet cherisVd there, beneath the shining waste, 
The furry nations harbour : tipt with jet , 
Fair ermines, spotless at the wows titey preas; 
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Sables , of glowy black ; and dark-embrownM , 
Or beantoas freakt with many a mingled hue. 
Thousands besides , the costly pride of 'courts. 
There , warm together press'd , the trooping deer 
8leep on the new-fallen snows ; and, scarce his head 
Rais'd o'er the heapy wreath , the branching elk 
Lies slumbering siUJen in the white abyss. 
The mthless hunter wants nor dogtf nor toils , 
Ko'r with the dfead of sounding bows be drives 
The fearful flyjng race \ with ponderous clid>s « 
As weak against the mountain-heaps they push 
Their beating breast in vain, and piteous bray/ 
He lays them quivering on th* ensanguined snow*/ 
And with loud shouts rejoicing bears them home- 
There , thro' the piny forest half-absorpt , 
Rough tenant of these shades, the shapeless bear,| 
With dmghog ice all horrid , stalks forlorn ; 
Slow pac'^, and sourer as the stornis increase, 
Re makes his bed beneath th' inclement drift. 
And, with stern patience ^ scorning weak complaint j,* 
Hardens his heart against assailiug want* 

Wide o'er the spacious regions of the norths 
That' see Bootes urge his tardy wain , 
A boisterous race , by frosty Caoros pierc'd. 
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*Who lUde pleatnre know and fear no pain^ 
ProKHc awann. They once relum'd the flame 
Of loat ouHikiod in polish'd slavery sunk , 
prove manial horde on horde , with dreadiol wwretf 
Bienatlets cushiog o'er ih' enieebled souths 
▲od gate the vanqiush'd world another form. 
Not such the sons of Lapland : wisely they 
IJespise th^ insensate barbarous trade of war : 
Th^y aak no more than simple Nature gives. 
They Ipve their mountains and enjoy their stormi. 
No fake desires, no prtde^created wants. 
Disturb the peaceful current of their time ; 
^jid thro' the restless ever^tortur'd maze 
Of pleasure , or ambition , bid it rage* 
Their rein*deer form their riches. These their tents, 
^beir robes , their beds, and all their homely wealth 
Supply , their wholesome fare , and chearfuleups. 
Ol^sequioui at their c^U > the docile tribe 
Yield ie the sled their uecke, ssid .whirl them swift 
O'er bill and dale, heap'd into. one expanse 
Of marbled snow , as far as eye can sweep , 
y/Vi\rh a blue crust of ice unbounded glas'd. 
By dancing meteors then , that ceaseless shake 
▲ waving blaze refracted o'er the hearena* 
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And Tirid moons^ and stars that keener play 
Wilh doubled lustre from the glossy waste , 
Cven in the depth of polar night , they find 
A If ondrous day ; enough to light the chase , 
Or guide their daring steps to Fioland-iairs. 
IVish'd Spring returns ;' and from the hazy south i 
"While dim Aurora slowly moves before , 
The welcome sun, just verging up at first. 
By small degrees extends the swelling curve I 
Till seen at last; for gay- rejoicing months. 
Still round and round , his spiral course he winds « 
And as he nearly dips his Earning orb-, 
Wheels up again, and reascends the sky* 
In that glad season , from the lakes and floods , 
Where pure Niemi's fayry mountains rise , 
And friog'd with roses Teqglio rolls his stream , 
They draw the copious fry. With these , at ef e , 
They chearfvl loaded to their tents repair; 
Where , aU day long in useful cares employed. 
Their kind) unblequsVd wives the fire prepare. 
Thrifre happy race ! by poverty secur'd 
Fro^n legs^ plunder and rapacious power : 
In whom lell interest never yet has sown 
The seeds of vice : who^e spotlew swain* nekr knev 
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Injuriottt deed, nor, blasted by the breath 

Of faithless love , tkehr bloomiog daughters woe. 

Still pressing ' on , beyond Tornea's lake , ' 
And Hecla fUnting thro' a waste of snow , 
And farthest Greenland , to the pole itself. 
Where, failing gradual, life at length goes out. 
The ,Muse • expands her solitary flight ; 
And, hovering' o'er the wild stupendous scene » 
Beholds new seas beneath another sky. 
Thron'd in his palace of cerulean ice. 
Here Winter holds his nnreioicing court} 
And thro' his airy hail loud misrule 
Of driving tempest' is for ever heard : 
Here the grim tyrant meditates hb wrath; 
Here arms his winds with att-subduidg frtfst; 
Moulds his fierce hail , and treasures up his snows f. 
With which he now oppresses half the globe. 

Thence winding eastward to the Tanar^s' coast. 
She sweeps the howling margin of the main ; 
Where undissolving , from the first of time , 
Snows swell on sno'ws ama»ng to tbft sky ; 
And icy mountains hig\i on mountains pil'd. 
Seem to the shivering sailor from 'afar. 
Shapeless aoid wblte^ an atmosphere of clouds. 
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Projected huge , and horrid , o'er the surge , 
Alpft frown on Alps ; or rushing hideout dows » 
As if old Chaos was again retum'd , 
Wid^ rend the deep, and shake the solid pole^ 
Ocean itself no longer can resbt 
The hindtng farj; bat, in all.' its rage 
Of tempest taken by the boundless frost , 
Is manj a fathom to the bottom chain'd , 
And bid to roar no more : a bleak expanse , 
Shagg'd o'er with ^avy rocks , chearless, and toiA 
Of enerj life , that from the dreary months 
Flies conscBoua southward- Miserable thejT 
Who, here entangled in the gathering ice. 
Take their last look of the descending sun ; 
While, fnll of death, and fierce with tenfold frost,. 
The long long night, incumbent o'er their heads. 
Falls horrible. Such was the Briton's fale. 
As with fint prow, ( what have not Britons dar'^d !) 
He for the passage sought, attempted since 
So much in Tain, and seeming to be shut 
By jealous Nature with eternal bars. 
In these fell regions, in Arzina caught. 
And to the stony deep fiis idle slup 
immediate seal'd, he with Us baplew crew; 
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Each IWn exerted at his sev^^l task , 
Froze ipto statues ; to the cordage glued 
The sailor, and the pilot to the heUki. 
Hardb^ these shores, wheirescaroehisfreesiiignfeui 
Rolls the wild Oby , live the- last of men ; 
And half enlivened by the distant snn , 
That- rears and ripens man , as well as plants > 
Here huOMia Nature wears Its nidest form. 
Deep from th^ piercing season sunk in caives , 
Here bj dull fires , and with un joyous cheer , 
They waste the tedious gloom. ImmersM in fors ^ 
Dose tlie gross race. Nor sprightly }est , nor song p 
Nor teademeto they know ; nor aught of life» 
Beyond the kindred bears that stalk without. 
Till morn at length , her roses drooping all , 
$heds a long twilight brightening o'er their fields. 
And calls the ^ivered saf age to the chace. 

"What cannot active government perform , 
New moulding mftnTWiderStretclvng from tbeseskofe* 
A people saf age from remotest time, 
A huge neglected empire , one vast mind , 
By heaven inspired, from gothic darkness eall*d. 
Immortal Peter ! first of monarchs ! He 
His.slobbora country tam'd^ her rocks, berfieas, 
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Her floods, her teas, her iUp-submitliag sons; 
And vrhile the fierce barbanan he snbdu'd. 
To more exalted soul he rais*d the man. 
Ye shades of ancient heroes « ye who toil*d 
Thro' long saocessiTe ages to build, up 
A labouring plan of state , behold at once 
The wonder done ! behold the matchless prince ! ■ 
Who left his nati?e throne , where reign'd till thea 
A mighty shadow of^mreal power; 
Who greatly spurn'd the slothful pomp of courts; 
And roaming every land, in every port 
His sceptre laid aside , with jglorious hand 
Unwearied plying the mechanic tool. 
Gathered the ^eds of tr^de^ of useful artt« 
Of civil wisdomi, and of ^nartial duU. 
Charged with the .stores of £ar<^ home he gpeni 
Then cities rise amid th' illnmin'd waste; 
O'er joyless desarts snules the rural reign ; 
Far-distant flood to flood is social join'd ; 
TV astonished Ensine hears the flaltick roar; 
Proud navies ride on seas that never foam'd 
With daring keel before; and armies stretch 
Each way their dazzling files^ repressing her« 
The frantic Alexander of the north. 
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And «wiDg there stem OtKoian's sKrinking sons, 
^lolh flies the laad , and ignorance , and vice , 
Of old dishonour proud ; it glows around , 
Taught by the royal hand that rous'd the whole. 
One scene of arts ^ of a^ms , of rising trade : 
For what his wisdom planned, and power enforced. 
More potent still , his great example sheVd. 

Muttering, the winds at ere , with blunted pointy 
Blow hbUow-bluslering from the south. Sttbdn'd, 
%k» frost resolve^ into a trickling thaw. 
Spotted the mountains shine ; loose sleet descends , 
And floods the counti;y round. The Tiver^ swell. 
Of bonds impatiient. Sudden from the hills, 
0*er rocks and woods ^ in broad brown cataradS/ 
A thousand saow-fed torrents shoot at once ; 
Afid, where they rush, the wide-resounding pbuA 
t» left one slutty waste. Those suQen seas , 
That wa^h^d th' ungenial pole , will rest no mort 
Beneath the shackles of tlie mighty north ; 
But, rousing all their waves, nesistlesb heave. 
And hark I the lengthening roar continuous ruiis 
Athwart the rifted deep : at once it bunts , 
And piles a thousand mountains to the clouds. 
lU fares the b^k vvith trembling wretche« charg'dji 
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That y toKt amid the floating iragmenU , moors 
Beneath the shelter of on icy isle , 
While night o-'erwhelms the sea , and horror loohi 
More horrible. Can human force endure 
Th' assembled mischiefs that besiege them round I 
Heart'-gnawing hunger, fainting weariness. 

The roar of winds and wares , the crush of ice i 

» 

?(ow ceasing, now renewed with louder hige. 
And in dire echoes bellowing round the main« 
More to embroil the deep, Leriathan 
And his unwieldy train, in dreadful sport. 
Tempest the loosened brine , while ^ro' the gloom, j[ 
Far, from the bleak inhospitable shore, 
Loading the winds, is heard the hungry howl 
Of famish'd monsters', there awaiting wrecks. 
Yet Providence, that ertr-wakiog eye. 
Looks down with pity on the feeble toil 
Of mortals lost to hope , and Kghts them safe ; 
Thro' all this dreary labyrinth of fate* 

'Tis done ! dread Winter spreads his latest gloom#;* 
And reigns tremendous o'er the con^er'd year. 
How dead the vegetable kingdom lies ! 
How dumb the taribful ! Horror wide extends . 
His defolate domain. Behold, fond man! 
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See here thy pictured lUe; pass some tew yean. 
Thy flowering Spring, thy Summer's ardent strenglh* 
^hy sober Autumn fading into age, ^ 
And pale concluding Winter comes at last , 
A|id shuls the scene. Ahl whither now are fled^ 
Those dreams of greatness? those unsolid hopes 
Of happiness? those longings aftor fame ? 
Those resUess cares ? those busy bustliiig -da;^^ 
Those gay-spent, festive mghts?those Teertngthoa^ti 
Ijost between good and iU, .^t shar'd thy lifie? 
All now are ranish^d ! Virtue sole-<urviTes , 
f mmortM neyer-failing friend nf man , 
His guide ta happiness on Ugh. And s^! 
*Tis come , the glorioiift mom ! the teeood birtli 
Of heaven , an4 earth ! atrakenlng Nature kean 
The new creating word ,, and. starts to life > 
In every heightened form , from pain and deatk 
For ever free. The great eternal scheme , 
Involving all ,• and in a perfect whole 
Uniting, as the prospect wider spreads. 
To reason's eye refined clears up apace. 
Ye vainly wise I ye bUnd presumptuous ! now , 
CopCounded in the dust, adore that povrer. 
And wisdom oft arraigned : see now the cause. 
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"Why imaasiimiog worth in lecvet Viw'i, 
And died , neglected : ythy the good man's char* 
In life was gall and bitterness of soul : 
Whjr the lone widow and her orphans pin'd 
In starving solitude ; while luxury , 
In palaces , lay straining her low thought , 
To form unreal wants : why hearen-bom truth,) 
And moderation iair, wore the red maiics 
Of saperstition^s scoai^ : whj lioens'd pain , 
That cruel spoUer, that embosom'd foe, 
Imbitter'd all our blisi. Te good distresl ! 
Ye noble few ! who here unbending stand 
Beneath life's pressure, yet bear up a while. 
And what your bounded .view , wliich' only saw 
A little part , dem'd evil is no more : * 

Tlie storms of wiutry time will quickly pass^ 
And one unbounded Spring encircle aU. 
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A HYMN. 



T. 



HIE St , as they change , Almighty father , thesej 
Are but the varied God. The rolling year 
Is full of Thee*' Forth in the pleasing Spring 
Thy beauty walks, thy tenderness and love> 
Wide flush the fields ; the softening air is balm ; 
Echo the mountains round ) the forest smiles ; 
And every sense , and every heart is joy. 
Then cdmes thy glory in the Summer-months, 
"With light and heat ivfulgent. Then thy sun 
Shoots full perfection thro' the swelling year : 
And oft thy voice in dreadfid thunder speaks ; 
And oft at dawn, deep noon, or falling eve, 
By brooks and groves , in hollovr^whispering gales , 
Thy bounty shines in Autumn unconfin'd , 
And spreads a common feast for all that lives. 
In Winter awful Thou ! with clouds and storms 
Around Thee thrown , tempest o*er tempest roU'dv 
Hajestic darkness ! on the whirl-wind's wing , 
Hiding sublime. Thou bidst the world adore. 
And humblest Nature with thy northern blast. 
Mysterious round ! what skill , what force divint 
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X}eef teh, in tlioe appear! a ample tnin, 
Yet so ddii^tiol nut^d , whk mA Had an , 
Such beautj and bcncficcace conibni'd; 
Shade, voperoeiv'd , •• fofteniag imo ffc ai e ; 
And all so ibnmng ao hamumiaw fdbole; 
That, as tfacj still sscceed, they nvidi stilt 
But iranderiog oft, with brnte uncoofdans gaxe, 
Man marks aotThee^ maris not the mighij hand. 
That , erer-bmj , wheels Uie silent ^her^ -, 
Works in the secret deep ; shooU, steamiog , thenot 
The fair profusion that o*enpicads the Spring : 
Flings from the sun direct the flaming daj ; 
Feeds erery creatnie ; faorls the tempest forth ; 
And, as on earth this grateful change reroWes, 
With tran^M>rt touches all the springs of Ufe. 

Nature , attend ! join erery living soul , 
Beneath the ^acioos temple of the sky , 
In adoration join ^ and^ ardent, raise 
One general^ song! To him, ye vocal gales. 
Breathe soft , whose spirit in your freshness breatfaet ; 
Oh talk of him in solitary glooms ! 
Where, o*er the rock, the scarcely waving .pin« 
Fills the brown shade with a religions awe* 
And ye , whose bolder note is heard aiar^ 
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"Who shake th' astonish'id worlds U(t higb to beaten ' 
Th' impetnons song, and say firom whom you nge< 
His praise^ ye brooks, attune, ye tremUing rills; 
And let me catch it as I muse along. 
Ye headlong torrents, rapid, and profound; 
Ye softer floods, that lead the humid maze 
▲long the Tale; and tfaon, majestic mazn^ 
A secret world of wondeH in thyself, 
Sound his stupendous praise ; whose greater Toice 
Or bids you roar, or bids your roarings fall' 
Soft-roll your incense, herbs, and fruits, and flowers i 
In mingled clouds to him ; whose sun exalts, 
"Whose breath perfumes you, and whose pencil paiaU- 
Ye forests bend, ye harvests wave, to him; 
Breathe your Slill.song into the reaper's l#art, 
As home he goes beneath the joyous moon. 
Ye^that keep watch in, heaven, as earih asle^ 
Unconscious lies, effuse your mildest beams. 
In constellations, while your angels strike. 
Amid the spangled sky', the silver lyre. 
Great source of day ! best image here below 
Of thy Creatoi*, ever pouring wide 
From world t6 woiid, the vital ocean round. 
On Nature wrhe with every beam his praise. 
The thunder rolls : be hosjk'd th« prostrate worU j 
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While doud to cloud returns the solemn hymn. 
Bleat out afresh , ye hills : ye mossy rocks , 
Retain the sound : the broad responsive lowe. 
Ye valleys , raise ; for the great shepherd reigns , 
And his unsuffering kingdom yet -mW. come. 
Ye woodlands all , awake : a boundless song 
Burst from the groves ! and when the restless day, 
Expiriog, lays the warbling world asleep^ 
Sweetest of birds ! sweet Philomela , charm 
The listening shades ; and teach the night his praisr* 
Ye chiefs for 'frhom the whole creation smiles. 
At once the head, the heart, and tongue of all. 
Crown the great hymn! in STvarming cities vast. 
Assembled men , to the deep organ join 
The long-resonndine; voice, oft-breaking clear. 
At solemn pauses, through the swelling base ; 
And, as each mingling flame increases each , 
Jn one united ardor rise to heaven. 
Or if you rather chuse the rural shade , 
And find a fane in every sacred grove ; 
There let the shepherd's flute ,' the virgin's lay , 
The prompting seraph , and the poet's lyre. 
Still sing the God of seasons , as they rolU 
JFor ne , when I forget the darling theme , 
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Whether the Moasom blows, the sammer-ray* 

Kussets the plain ^ inspiring AutHmn gleaitts -, 

Or Winter rises in the blackening east ; 

Be my tongue mute , my fancy paint no more g 

And^ dead to joy, forget my heart to beat ! 

Should fate Command me to the farthest. vei^e 
Of the green earth , to distant barbarous cUmcs> 
Rivers unknown to song ; where first the sun 
Gilds Indian mountains, or ji^s setting beam 
Flames on tV Atlantic isles ; 'tis nought to me : 
Since God is ever present , ever felt , 
In the void waste as in the ci^ full ; 
And where he vital breathes, there must be 307. 
When even at last the solemn hour shall come , 
And wing my mystic flight to future worlds , 
Z chearful will obey ; there , with new powers^ 
Will rising wonders sing : I cannot go 
Where universal love not smiles around , 
Sustaining all yon orbs , and all their sons; 
From seeming evil still educing good. 
And belter thence again, and better still,, 
In infinite progression. But I lose 
Myself in^im , in light inefibblc ; 
Come then, expressive silence, muse hm praise. 
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HESIOD, 

OR 

THE RISE OF WOMAN, 

Dh, THOMAS PARNELL 



Mr HAT antient times ( those times we fancy wise) 
Have left on long record of woman's rise , 
What morals teach it, and what fables hide. 
What author wrote it , how that author died , 
All these I sing. In Greece they fram'd the tale 
( In Greece 'twas thought a woman might be frail) j^ 
Ye modem beauties !. where the Poet drew 
His softest pencil , think he dreamt of you 5 
And , warned by him , ye wanton pens beware 
How Heaveii's concem'd to vindicate the fair. 
The ca^e was Hesiod's ; he the fable writ ; 
|5pq»e think with meaoing , some with idle w|t; 
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Perhaps 'tis either , as the Ladies please ; 

I wave the contest , and commence the lays* 

In da^s of yore no matter where or when , 
'Twas ere the low creation swarm'd with men 
That one Prometheus , sprung of heavenly birth, 
( Our Author's song can witness ) iiv'd on earth : 
He carv'd the turf to mould a manly frame. 
And stole fi^om Jove his animating fiame. 
The sly contrivance o'er Olympus ran , " 
YThen thus the Monarch of the Stars began. 

O Ters'd in arts ! whose daring thoughts aspire, 
To kindle clay with never-dying fire ! 
Siqoy thy glory past * that gift was thine ; 
The next thy creature meets , be fair^-mini^: -^ 
And such a gift, a vengeance so design'd. 
As suits the counsel of a God to find ; 
A pleasing bosom- cheat , a specious ill , - 
"Which felt the curse , yet covets still to fceL* 

He said , and Yulcan strait the Sire commands. 
To temper mortar with aetherial hands ]; 
In such a shape to mould a rising fair. 
As virgin ^goddesses are proud to wear ; 
To make her eyes with diamond-water shine^ 
And form her organs for a voice divine. 
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*Twa8 tlius the Sffe ordain'd ; the Power tobey'd ; 
And work'd , and wondered at \}\e wnrk he made } 
The fairest , softest , sweetest frame benesfth ,' 
Now made to seem , now more than s*eem to bfea^he^* ^ 

As Yulcan ends , the ehearful Queen of Charms 
Clasp'd the new^panting creature in her arm's : 
From that embrace a fine complexion spread , 
Where mingled whiteness ' gloVd with softer red. 
Then in a kiss sh^ bt-cfatVid her various drts, " 
Of trifling prettily with wounded hearts ;' 
A mind for love , but still a changing 'mind ; 
The lisp affected -, and the glance design'd ;- 
The sweet Confusing .blush, the secret wink ; 
The gentle swimming walk , the courtedus '^ink ; 
Tlie stare for strangeness Ht , for scorn thfe frown; 
For decent yieldmg , looks declining down • 
The practised languish , where welUfeign*d desire 
Would' own ifsfxttdting in a mutual fire / 
Cay smiles to cdmfort; April showers t6 move; 
And all the Nature , -ail the art of love.' 

Gold scepter*^ Juno ntext e«alts the fair ; \ 

m 

Iler touch endows* her with in^pcrious air,' • 

Self-'valuing fancy ^ highly-crested pride / 
Strong sovct^eign Will, aSoA sohie desire-fiQi chide ^ ^ 

16 • 
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For wliicb^ an eloquence that aims 16 tex,' 
With native trbpes of anger , arms the sex. 
Idinenra , skilful goddess, trained the maid 
To twirl th^ spindle by the. twisting thread ; 
To fix the loom> instruct the reeds to part , 
Cross the long weft, and close the web with art; 
A.a useful giftj but what profuse expence , 
,Vrhat 'world of fashions;, took its rise from hence ! 

Young ^ermes next , a dose contriving God« 
Har brows encircled with his serpent rod ; 
Then pJots.and fair excuses fiU'd her brain. 
The views «f breaking amorous vows for gain : 
The price of favours; the designing arts 
That aim ,at riches in contempt of hearts ; 
And , for a comfort in the marriage life , 
The little pilfering temper of a wife. 

FuU on the fair his beams Apollo flung., .. 
^d fond persuasion tipp'd her ea^ tongue $ 
He gave her words, where oUy flattery lays 
ne pleasing colours of the art of praise ; 
And wit , to scandal exquisitely pm>ne , 
Wliicli ^^^ another's spleen to cure its pwa^ 

Those sacred Virgins whom the fiaVds revepe ; 
Ttvi'd all hfir yoic«, and shed a sweetncM there. 
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To make her sense with double charms abound , 
Q^ make her lively nonsense please by sound* 

^To dress the maid , the decent Graces brought 
A robe in all the dyes of beauty wrought , 
And placed their box%8 o'er a rich brocade , 
Where pictured Loves on every cover play'd ; 
Then, spread those implements that Vulcan's art 
Had fram'd to merit Gytherea's heart; 
The wire to curl, the close indented comb 
To call the locks, that lightly wander^ home ; 
And chief, the mirrour, where the ravish' d maid 
Beholds and loves her own reflected shade. 

Fair Flora lent her stores ; the purpled Hours 
Conim'd her tresses with a wreath of flowers 5 
Within the wreath arose a radiant crovm^ 
A veil pellucid hung depending down ; 
Back roll'd her azure veil with serpent fold. 
The purfled border deck'd the floor with gold. 
Her robe ( which closely by the girdle brac'd 
Keveal'd the beauties of a slender waist ) 
Flow'd to the feet , to copy Venus' air, 
VVhen Venus' statues have a robe to wear. 

The new-sprung creature, flnish'd thus for harms «^ 
Adjusts her habit, practises her charms, 
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"With biiislies glows, or shines wiih livelj smiles , 
Confirms her will , or recollects her wiles : 
Then , conscious of lier worth , with easy pace 
'Glides by the glass ^ and turning views her ^ce. 

A finer flax than what they wrought before. 
Through timef deep cave , the jSister Fates explore. 
Then fix the loom , their fingers nimbly weave , 
And thus their toil prophetic songs deceive. 

Flow from the rock , my flax ! and swiftfy flow. 
Pursue thy thread ; the spindle nms below. . 
A creature fond and changing , £air and vain , 
The creature woman, rises now to reign. 
Plew beauty blooms, a beauty formed to fly 5 
New love begins , a love produced to die j 
New parts distress the troubled scenes of life. 
The fondling mistress, and the ruling wife< 

Men born to labour, aU with pains provide^ 
Women have time to sacrifice to pride : 
They want the ctfre bf man , their want ibey know^ 
And dress to please with heart-^Unring show ^ 
The show prevailing , for the sway contend , 
And mal^e a servant where they meet a frieiid* 

Thus in a thousand wax-erected forts 
A loitering race the painftd bee supports ; 
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From sun to saa, from bank to bank he flies ^' 
With honey loads hts ba^ , Mvith wax his thighs ; 
Fly where he will , at home the race remain , 
Prune the'' silk dress ^ and murmuring eat the gain» 

Yet here and th«re we grant a gentle hride 
"Whose temper betters by the father's side ; 
Uulike the resl^ that double human care , 
Fond to relieve , or resolute to share : 
Happy the man whom thus his' stars a^anee !* 
The curse is general , .but the blessing chance. 

Thus sung the Sisters , while the Cods udminft 
Their beauteous creature , made for man in ire ; 
The young Pandora ^e , whom all ooMeAd 
' T* make the perfect not to gain h^ cod s 

Then bidthe.winds, that fy to breathe the spring/ 
Return to bear her on a gentl&win'g ; ' 
With wafting airs the winds obsequious bfoiw , 
And land the shtniag Tengeance safe below. 
A golden coffer in* her hand she bore , 
The present treacherous , but the bearer more ; 
'Twas fraught with pangs;' for Jove ordain'd above j^ 
That gold should 'aid , and pangs attend onlove. 

Her gay descent the man perceiv*d afar ,' ' 
Wondering he ran to catch the falling star : ' 
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But so surpriz'd, as none bnt he can tell, 
Who lov'd so quicklj , and who lov'd so welL 
O'er all bis vetos the wandering passion bums. 
H^ caUs h^r Nymph , and every Nymph by turns* 
Her form to Ibvely Venus he prefers « 
Or swears that Venus' must be such as hers. 
6h^, proud to rule , yet strangely fram'd to teaxe j 
Neglects his offers while her airs she plays , 
Shoots sG^Nniiul glances from the bended frown. 
In brisk disorder trips it' up and down ; 
Then hunas a careless • tune to lay the storm. 
And 9i(s^ . and blushes, smUes, and yields , in fomu 
« No^jlalo what JoTe designed, she softly cry'd/ 
w This bo^ thy portion , and myself thy bxide. > 
Fir'd:with the pro^ct of the doul)|e charms « 
Hie snatcVd the box, and bride, with ^ager arms* 
Unhappy man! to whom so. bright she shone # 
The fatal, gift, her tempting self , unlmown! 
The winds were silent, all the wavjes a4eep. 
And heaven. was jtrac'd upon the flattering de^ ; 
B^t , whilst hiB looVf unmindful of a storm , 
And thinks the water wears a stable form , 
What dreadful din around his ears shall* ris^ ! 
What frowvs confuse his picture of the ski^ ! 
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At first tlie creature man was fnm'd alone ^ 
Lord of himself^ and all the worid his own. 
for him the Nymphs in green forsook the woods, 
^oT him the Nymphs in blue forsook the floods; 
In Tain the Satyrs rage , the Tritons rave , 
They bore him heroes in the secret cave* 
J^o care destroy'd, no sick disorder prey'd , 
r^ o bending age his sprightly form decayed ^ ' 
No wars were known , no female^ heard to rage> 
And , Poets tell us , 'twas a golden age> 

"When woman came , those ills the box confin'd 
Burst furious out , and poison'd aH the wind , 
From point to point, from pdle to pole they flew. 
Spread as they went^ and in the progress grew :> 
The Nymphs regretting left the morul race , 
And altering nature wore a sickly face : 
New terms of foUy rose, new slates of care; 
New plagues , to sufier , and to please , the Fair? 
The days of whining , and of wild intriguies , 
Commenc'd, or finished, with the breach of leagues; 
The mean designs of well-dissembled love; 
The sordid matches never join'd above ; 
Abroad the labour', and at home the noise, 
( Man's double sufl«ring« for domMtic joys) 
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The curse of jealousy ; cxpence and strife ; 
Divorce « the public brand of shameful life ; 
7 he o^aI's sword j^ the qualm that takes the lair; 
Disdain for pas&ioa, passion in despairr— 
These , and a thousand yet uuttam'd^ yre Cmd -, 
Ah fear the thousand yet uuuaia'd behind ! 

Thus on Parnassus tuneful Hesiod sung , 
The mountain echoed , and the yalley rung, 
I'he sacred groves a ilx'd attention show , 
The crystal Helicon forbore to flow , 
The sky. grew bright, and (if his verse be true) 
The Muses came to give the laurel too* 
But what avaird the verdant prke of wit , 
If love swore vengeance foi5 the tales he writ ? 
Ye Fair offended , hear your friend relate 
What heavy judgment prov'd the wriler^s fate. 
Though when it happened no relation clears , 
'Tis thought in five, or five and twenty yean. 

"Whcr^ , dark and silent , with a twisted shaile 
The. neighbouring wodds a native arbour made« 
There oCt a.tender pair , for amourous play 
Retiring., toy'd the ravish'd hours away ; 
A. Locrian youth, the gentle Troilus he » 
'A- f^r MUeiion^ kind Evaulhe she : 
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IBil^t swelliag nctare in a faul hour 
JBetray'd. the secrete of the Conscioiu bower -^ 
•iThe dire dis^^race her brothiers co«int their own , 
And tiack her steps ^ to make its author known. 

It dianc'd one evening, 't was the lover's day,' 
Concealed in brakes the Jealous kindred by ; 
When Hesiod wandering mus'd along^the plain. 
And fix'd his seat where love had iSx'd die scene; 
A strong suspicion strait possest their mihd 
( For Poets ever were a gentle kind ) , 
But when Evanthe near the passage tftood , 
Flung back a doubtful look, and shot the wood, 
« Now take (at once they cry) thy due reward. »• 
AtA , nvg'd with eiring rage , assault the Bard, 
liis corpse the sea receiir'd. The dolpliiiis bore 
( 'Twas all the Gods wotdd dd ) the corpse to shoi^ 

Methinks I view the dead with pitying eyetf ^ 
And see the dreams of anci<ent wisdom rise ; 
I see the Muses roUnd the body cry , 
Biit hear a Cupid loudly laughing by ; 
He wheels his arrow with insulting hand , 
And thus in$crU)es the moral on the sand;. 
«K Here Hesiod lies : ye future Bards, beviatn^ 
w How far your mortal tales incense tbe F^vti 



f^ fi£SIOD. 

» Unlov'd , anloving, 'twas bis fate to bleed; 
N 'Witkout Km qiiif ec , Cupid caoB'd the deed : 
» He Jttdg'd this Iufd of nalice justly due, 
» And Hesk>d dj'd for joys he never knew* » 
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THE HERMIT, 

BY 
Dft. THOMAS PARMELL; 



Jr AR ^n a wild, uDknowit to public liew , 
From youth to age a reyerend Hermit grew; 
The moss his. bed , the cave his humble cell , 
His food the fruits, his drink the crystal weH : 
Remote from men , with Cod he passed the daj^j^. 
Prayer all his business, all his pleasure praise. 

A^ life so sacred , such serene repose , 
Seem'd heaven itself , till one suggestion rose; 
That vice should triumph , virtue vice obey , 
This sprung some doubt of Providence's sway : 
Hib hopes no more a certain prospect boast , 
And all the tenour of his soul is lost : 
$0 when a smooth expanse receives imprest 
€alm nature's image on its-watery breast , 
Down bend the banks, the trees depending grow / 
AndskiM beneath with ans^ring <$olour»glQw : - 
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But if a stone the gentle sea divide , 
Swift ili£9ing cirdcs curl on every side , 
And glimmering fragments of a broken sun , 
Banks^ trees, and skies, in thick disorder run. 

To clear this doubt , to know the world bj si^. 
To find if books, of swains, report it right, 
(For yet by swains alone the world he knew, 
"Whose feet came wandering o'er the nightly deir) 
He ({uits his cell ; the Pilgrim-^taff he bore. 
And fix'd the scallop in his hat before ^ 
Then with the sun a rising Journey wenf , 
Sedate to think, and watching each event. 

« The mom was wasted in the pathless grass. 
And long and lonesoni^e was the wild to pass ; 
But when the southern sun had warm'd the day, 
A youth came posting o*er a crossing vfay; 
His raiment decent , his complexion fair , 
And soft in graceful ringlets waT*d his hair. 
Then, .near approaching. Father, hail ! hecry'd. 
And hail , my . son , the reverend Sire reply'd ; 
Words followed words , from question answer flow'd; 
And tal!'. of various kind deceiv'd the road ; 
Till each with other pleased, and loth to part,. 
While in their age they differ j join in heart 
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Thus stands an aged elm in itj bounds 
Thus youthful ivy cbsps an elm around. 

j^ow sunk the sun ; the dosing hour of dsf 
Came onward , mantled o'er Trith sober grey ; 
X^ature in silence bid the world repose ; 
^Wben qear the road a stalely palace rose : 
There by the moon through r^nks of trees they pass , 
^hose verdure crown'd tbeir sloping sides of graff*' 
It chanced the noble master of the dome 
Still m^de his house the wandering stranger's homej 
Yet still the kindness , from a thirst of praise , 
Proved the vain flourish of expensive ease. 
The pair arrive : the livery'd servants wait ; 
Their lord receives them at the pompons gate. 
'The table groans with costly piles of food. 
And aU is more than hospitably good. 
Then led to rest , the day's long toil they drown ; 
Deep sunk in sleep , and silk , and heaps of down. 

At length 'tis mom , and at the dawn of day , 
Aloog the wide canals the zephyrs pby : 
Fresh o'er the gay parterres the breezes creep; 
And shake the neighbotiring wood to banish sleep* - 
Up raise the guests , obedient to the call t 
An early bao^aet dcck'd the splendid kaU j 
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Rick liucioitf wine a golden goblet grac'd^ 

Which the kind master forc'd the guests to taste. 

Then , ^leas'd and thankful , from the porch they go; 

And , but the landlord , none had cause of wo« ; 

ilis cup was vanish' d ; for in secret guise 

The younger guest purloin'd the glittering pdae 

As one who spies a serpent in his way , 
jGlislening and basking in the sununer ray , 
Sisorder'd stops to shun the danger near , 
Then walks with fatntness on, and looks with fear; 
So seem'd the Sire ; when iar upon the road , 
The shining spoil his wily partner ahew'd. 
He stop'd with silence , walk'd with trembling hearts 
And mnch he wish'd , b«t durst Aot ask to pari : 
Itfurmunng he UfU his .eyes , and thinks it hard. 
That generous actions jneet a base reward. 

While thus they pass, the sun his glory shrouds. 
The changing skies hang out their sable donds; 
A sound in air presag'd approaching rain , 
And beasts to covert scud across the plain. 
Warn'd by the signs, the wandering pair retreat. 
To seek for shelter at a neighbouring FeaL 
,'Twas built with turrets, on a rising ground, 
A^ stroni;, and large, and unimproVd around; 
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Its owner's temper ^ timorous and severe > 
Unkind and griping , caws'd a desert there* 

As near the Miser's keavy doors tbey drew ; 
Fierce rising* gusts with sodden iarj blew ; 
The nimble lightning mix'd with showers begatt / 
And o'er their heads loud rolling thunders ran. 
Here loog they knock , but knock or caU in Tain ,' 
Driven by the wind , and batter'd by the rain. 
At length some pity warm'd the mastar's breast 
( 'Twas then his threshold first rcceiv'd a guest ) ; 
Slow creeking turns the door with leaUnis care « 
And half he welcome»>in the shivering pair ; 
One frugal faggot lights the naked walls ^ 
And nature's £erver throogh their Ikitbs recalls : 
Bread of the coarsest sort , wi^h eager wine , 
( Each hardly granted ) serv'd them both to dine; 
And when the tempest first appear'd to cease , 
A ready warning bid them part in peace. 

ViTith'sliU remark the pondering Hermit Ttew'd, 
In one so rich , a life so poor and rude ; 
And why should such , within himself he cry'd ^ 
Lock the loiit wealth a thousand want beside? 
But what new marks of wonder soon took place ^' 
|o every fettling feature of his face ; * ' 
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''When from his ve«t tbe young companion boct 
That cup , the generous Landlord own'd before ; 
^nd piad profuseljr with 4)ie ^redons hoyA 
The stinted kindness of this c1iur4iBh souL 
Qii^t now the clouds in airy tumult fly; 
The sua emerging opes an azure sky ; 
A fresher green the smelling leaves di^lay , 
And^ glittering as th^ treqpble, chear the day: 
The weather courts them from the poor retreat, 
And the glad master bolts the wai^ gate. 

While hieuce thc^ walk^ the P<flgam's bosom wrooglit 
"With ay the travel of uncertain thought; 
•His partner^s acts withowt their cause appear, . 
'Twas there a vice , and seem!d a madness bere : 
Detesting that, and pitying this , be goes ; 
Ifost and confounded with .the variou^ shows. 

Now night's dim shades aga^ involve the sl^^ 
Again the wanderers want a place to lye , 
Ajgain^hcy search, and find a lod^ng nigh. 
The soil intprOiV^d around , the mansion neat , 
An^ neither poorly low , ^nor idly great : 
St seem'd to speak its master's turn of mind ^ 
4CfM>tent , and not to praise , but virtue kind. 
^ lather the ^alkers tiv-ji wjith^weary jQeet^ 
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Then blest the maosion , and the master greet : 
Their greeliagfair^ bestowed vith modest goue, ' 
The courteous master hears , and thus replies : 

Without a vaio , without a grudging heart. 
To him mrho gives us all, I jield a part ; 
From him you come , for him accept it here, 
A frank and sober , more- than costlj cheer. 
He spoke , and bid the welcbme table spread , 
Then talk'd of virtue till the time of bed , 
When the grave houshold round his ball repair. 
Warned bjr a bell , and close the hours with prayer* 

At length the world , renew'd by calm repose , , 
Was strong for toil, the dappled morn arose ; 
Before the Pilgrims part , the younger crept , ' 
Near the clos'd cradle where an infant slept , 
And writhed his neck : the Landlord's little pride, 
O strange return! grew black, and gasp'd, and dy'd^ 
Hbrror of horrors ! what !tliis only son ! 
How lool^d our Hemut when the fact was done^ 
Not hell, though hell's black jaws in sunder part » . 
And breathe blue fire, could more assault his heart. 

Gonfus'd , and struck with silence at the deed > 
He flies, but trembling faib to fly with speed. 
His steps the Youth pursuciSi the country la;^ ' 

»7 5 
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Perplex' cl with roads ; a aerrant sKow'd the way : 
A river croia'd the path ; the pasmge o'er 
"Was nice to find ; the servant trod before ; 
liong arms of oaks an open bridge supply'd , 
And deep the waves beneath the bending gUde. 
The Youth, who seem'd to watch a time to sin. 
Approached the careless Guide, and thrust him id; 
plunging befalls, and rising lifts his head. 
Then flashing turns , and sinks among the dead. 

Wild, sparkling rage inflames the father's eyes. 
He bursts the bands of fear , and madly cries , 
Detested wretch ! •— But scarce his speech began. 
When the strange partner seem'd no longer man : 
His youthful face grew more serenely sweet ; 
His robe turn'd vdhite ^ and flow'd upon liis feet ; 
Fair rounda of radiant points invest his hair; 
Celestial odours breathe through purpled air; 
And wings , whose colours glitter'd on th^ day , 
Wide at his back their gradual plumes display, 
The form ethereal burst upon his sight, 
And moves in aH the majesty of light. 

Though lou^. at first the Pilgrim's passion grew, 
Sudden he gaa'd , and wist not what to do ; 
Burpruie in secret diAi^8.hi8 W9rds suspends. 
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And in a calm his tctiUog temper ends* 
Sut sHeoce here the beauteous Angel broke 
X The Toice of music rarish'd as he ^K»ke ). 

Thy prajer, thy praise^ thy|li£e to Tice vakaamn; 
In sweet memorial rise before the throne : 
91iese charms success in our bri|^t region find , 
And force an Angel down , to calm thy miod; 
For this, commissioned , I forsook the tky, 
Kay , cease to kneel — Thy fettow-servant I, 

Then know the truth of go?emmen> dirine / 
And let these scruples he no longer ^ine. 

The Maker justly claims that world he made , 
In this the right of Providence is laid ; 
Its sacred majesty through aU depends 
On using second means to worirhb.ends : 
'Tis thus , withdrawn in state from human 9f9 / 
The power exerts his attributes on high , 
Your actioQs usM, nor controls your will. 
And bids the doubting sons of men be stiU. 

What strange erenis can strike with more sm^rise / 
Than^ those which lately struck thy wonflering eyes? 
Yet, taught by these, confess th' Almighty just, ' 
And Inhere you can^t unriddle, learn to -trust ( *• 

The great, vafii man , who far^dipn eestiy fo^J^ * 
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^hq^e life was too luxurious to l»e goocl^ 
>iYlio BUide hi* irory sUnds wilh goblets sbioe , 
And forc'd his guests to morning draughts of iriiit/ 
JIas « with the .cup , the graceless custom lost , 
And still he welcomes , but with less of cost. 

The mean « suspicions wretch , whose bolted do«r 
J^e'et mov'4 in duty to the wandering poor ; 
^ith jbim I left .the cup , to teach his mind 
•That beafen cap bless « if mortels will be hind. 
Conscious of wanting worth , he wiews the bowl. 
And feels compas^on touch his grateful ftoul. 
Thus artii^ meU the sullen ore of lead , 
^ith beaping coals of fire upon its head ; 
In the kind jwarmib the metal leam^ to glow^ 
And loose from dross ,lhe silver .runs below* 

Long lud our pious jD^end in virtue trod, 
itot now the child half-wean'd his heart from Go4; 
X Child o/ his age ) for hina he liv'd in pain , 
And meawr'd back his steps ^ earth agouu 
9*0 what excesses had his dotage run? 
^t God * to ^vo the (athtr , took (he son. 
9r.o all but thcNe > in fits he seem'd to go , - 
(^ And *t was mj ministry to deal the blow > 

* t*^ p<wr IQB4 pvw, hmnfeWin t^p 4mt, 
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f^ow owns in tears the ponishmeat was just. 

Put now had all his fortune felt a wrack , 
Had that false servant sped in safety back ; 
This night his treasur'd heaps he meant to steal , 
Afad what a fund of charily wouhji fail ! 
Thus Heaven instructs thy mind t thift trial o'er » 
Jlepart in peace > nesign^ and sin no more* 

On sounding pinions here the youth withdrew , 
The Sagtf stood wondering as the Seraph flew. 
Thus look'd Elisha when , to mount on high. 
His master took the chariot of the sky ; 
The fiery pomp ascending left to view ; 
The prophet gaz'd , and wish*d' to follow tOQt 

The bending Hermit here a prayer begun , 
Lord ! as in heaven , on earth tfty wiB be done : 
Then , gladly turning , sought his ancient place « 
J^pd pass'd a life- of plet^ and peace. 
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HENRY AND EMMA, 

A POEM, 

UPON THE MODEL OF THE 

NUT-BROWN MAID, (i) 

By M«. prior. 



TO CLOE. 



X Bou , to Tirhose eyes I bend;, at 'whose command 
( Though low my voice , though artless be my hand) 
I take the sprightly reed^ and sing, and play. 
Can \ s of what the censuring world may say : 
Bright doe , object of my constant vow , 
Wilt thou a while unbend thy serious brow? 
"Wilt ihou with pleasure hear thy lover's strains. 
And with one heavenly smile o'erpay his pains ? 
No longer shall the Nut-brown "TVIaid be oldj 
Though since heryouth threehundred years haveroU'd: 

CO An ancient poea , pubiishcd about the year i$si« 
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At tliy Semn, sbe sbail «^aia be raii'd ; 
And her revit ing chwNM in latiiiig Tene be pnv'C 
» No loBf^ man of woman shall complain , 
Tbat he may love , and not be U»v'd a^ain : 
That we in vain the fidJe tex pvrane. 
Who change the constant lof er (or the new* 
"Whalerer has been writ , whalerer laid , 
Of female pasnon feigned , or £iUh decaj'd : 
Heneeiorth shaU in my rene refuted siand , 
Be said to winds > Af writ upon the Mnd. 
And , while my notes to future times proclaim 
Unconijiier'd love and e rcfcji bring flame ; 
O fairest of the sex ! b^HRi my Muse : 
Deign on my worii thy influence to dilGise. 
Let me partake the bl es si n gs I rehearse ! 
And grant me , Love , the just reward of werse I 

Aft Beauty's potent queen . with every grace 
That once was Emma*s , has adom'd thy face -, 
And as her son has to my bosom dealt 
That constant flame , which faithfiil Henry felt ; 
O let the story with thy life agree : 
Let men once moie the bright ezami^ see ; 
What Emma was to him , be thou to me. 
Hor Mod mc hy thy fc^wA £ropi her I love, - 
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Distant and sad , a banish'd man to roTe. 

But oh ! with pitj long-intr6atod crown 

Bfj pains and hopes ; and, when thou say'st that one 

Of all mankind thou ioy'st , oh ! think on me ^one* 

WHERE heauteous Isis and her husband Tame 
With mingled waves fof ever flow the fame ; 
In times of yore an ancient baron liv'd ; 
Great gifts bestow^d^^and great respect received. 

When dreadful Edward with successful care 
Ijed his free Britons to the Gallic war; 
This lord had headed his appointed bands. 
In firm allegiance to his king's commands ; 
And ( all due honours faithful!/ discharg'd ) 
Had brought back his paternal coat enlarged 
With a new mark , the witness of his toil. 
And no inglorious part of foreign spoil 

From the loud camp retir'd and noisy court. 
In honourable ease and rural sport. 
The remnant of his days he safely past ; 
Kor found they bgg'd too slow, nor flew too fast* 
He made his wish with his estate comply , 
Joyful to live , yet not afraid to die. 

One child he had, a daughter diaste and fair, 
|Iis aide's comfort^ and hift fortune*s heir. 
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^S^iiey calFd her Emma ; for- the beauteous dame , 
**Who gave the Yirgin birth , had borne the mime : 
T'he name th' Indulgent father doubly loVd ; 
Foir in the child the modier*8 charms improv'dr 
Yet as , when litde round his knees she play'd , 
"Re call'd her oft in spo^t^ his Nut-brown Maid, 
The friends and tenants iiook the fondling wor4l 
^ As still thej please , who Imitate their lord ) ; 
XTsage confirmed what fancy had begun; 
The mutual terms around the lands where known; 
And Emma and the Nut-brown Maid were one* 
As with her stature, still her charms increas'4 ', 
Through aH the isle her beauty was confessed* 
Oh! what perfections must that Yirgin share ^ 
^ho £aire8t is esteem'd , where all are fStdr ! 
From distant shires repair the noble youth. 
And find report for once had lessen'd truth* 
By wonder first, and then by passion afOf*d^f 
They came; they saw; they marvel'd; and they lov'd^ 
. By pubHq praises, and by secret sighs, 
JEach own'd the general power of Emma's eyes* 
In tilts apd tournaments the yaliant strove. 
By glorious deeds to purchase Emma's love. 
Jbn gentle ^erse the witty told their flapae ^ 
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And grae'd ifaetr choicest soags ^ith Emma's nanM* 

In -vain they c«mhatted, in vain they writ : 

tJselesff their strength , and impotent their -wit. 

Creat Yeniu only mnst direct the dart,^ 

Which else wiU never reach the fair-one's heart , 

SpightoftV attempts of force, and soft effects of art 

Creat Yenus musi prefer the happy one : 

In Henry's cause Her favour must he sh^vra : 

And Emma, of manlind, must love but him aloa^ 

Whik these in pubUc %o the castle came» 
And by their grandeur Justified their fkme ', 
More secret ways the careful l^enry talfies; 
Ws stqpres , his arms , and e^ipage forsakfls : 
In borrowed nam^ a^d fake attire array'd , 
Oft' he fiods means to see the beauieous m^id. 

Whe^ Emma hunts , in huntsman's habit drest « 
Henry on foot pursues the bounding beast. 
In his r^ght hand his beechen pQle he bears ; 
Aud graceful at his side his horn he wears* 
Still to the glade, where she has beAt her way , 
"With knowing sIpU he drives the future prey ; 
Bids her decline the hill , and shun the brake j 
And shews the path her steed may safest take ; 
Pirects her spear to fi\ the glorious wound j 
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X'leas'd in his toils to have her triumph crown'd ; 
And blows her praises in no common sound. 
A falconer Henry is , when Emma hawl^ : 
"VN'ith her of tarsels and of lures he talks. 
Upon his wrist the toweriD|; merlin stands ^ 
Practised to rise , and stoop at her commands. 
And when superior now the bird has flown , 
And headlong brought the tumbling quarry down^ 
"With humbLe reverence he* accosts the iair> 
And with the honoured feather decks her haif • 
Yet still , as from the sportive field she goei » 
Bis down-cast efe reveals his inward woes ; 
And by his look and sorrow is «iprest , 
A nobler game pnrsued than bird or beast* 

A shepherd now along the plaiu he rotes ; 
And , with his jolly pipe , delights the groves* 
The neighbouring swains around the stranger throng ^ 
Or to admire > or emulate his song : 
While with soft sorrow he renews his lays « 
Nor heedful of their envy , nor their praise. 
But, soon as Emma's eyes adorn the plain , 
His notes he raises to a nobler stain , 
With dutiful respect and studious fear ; 
liest any ctrekss sound o4«nd her ear« 
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A frantic Gipsey now , the house he hattnto ^ 
And in tirild phrases speaks dissem^bled tirants. 
With the fond maids in palmistry he deals : 
^hey tell the secret first , which he reveals ; 
6ays wh« shall wed , and who shsAl be beguird ; 
MThat groom shall get^ and squire maintain the cliiU> 
But , when bright Ennna vrouid her fortune 4mow« 
A softer look unbends his opening brow/'; 
With trembUog awe he gazes on her eye , 
And in soft accents forms the kind reply ^ 
That she shall prove as fortunate as fair ; 
And Hymen's choicest gifts are all reserv'd for her. 

I^ow o(i' had Henry changed his sly disguise, 
CFnmark'4 by all but beauteous Emma's eyes ; 
Oft' had found means alone to see the dame « 
And at her feet to breathe hjs amorous flame ; 
And oft' the pangs of absence to remove 
By letters ,. soft interpreters of love : 
Till Time^^d Industry (the mighty two 
That bring our wishes nearer to our view)' 
Made him perceive , that the inclining fair 
Beceiv'd his vows with no reluctant ear; 
That Venus had confirm'd her equal reign , 
iMd dealt to Emma's heart a sbare of Heory'a 
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tYHiW Cupid smird , by kind occasion bless*d» 
▲nd , ii?itli the secret kepi , the love increas'd ; 
The amorous youlh frequents the silent groves ; 
And much he meditates , for much he loves- 
He lores : 'tis true ; and is belov'd again : 
Oreat are his joys : but vvill they long remain ? 
Emma viih smiles receives his present flame ;, 
But , smiliag , will she erer be the same ? 
Beautiful looks are rul'd by fickle minds ; 
And summer seas are tum'd by sudden winds. 
Another Love may gain her easy youth : 
Time changes thought ; and flattery, conquers trutE* 

O impotent estate o£ human life ! 
MThere Hope and Fear .maintain eternal strife ; , 
Where fleeting joy does lasting doubt inspire ; 
And most' we question , what we most desire ! 
Amongst the various gifts, great Heaven, bestow 
Our cup of Love unmixM y forbear to throw 
Bitter ingredients in ; nor pall the draught 
With nauseous grief : for our iU*judging thought 
Hardly enjoys the pleaAtrable taste ; 
Or deems it not sincere ) or fears it cannot last.^ 
With wishes rais'd, with jealousies opprest^^ 
(Altepnte tyrants of the human breast ). 
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hj one great trial he resolves to prove 
The faith of woman , svtd the fo^rce of love. 
If scaimiag Emma's vrrtues he may finti ^ 
That beauteous frame inclose a steady mmo. 
He 'U fix his hope , of future f oy secure ; 
And lire a slave to Hymen's happy povrer. 
But if the fair-one , as he fears , is- frail ; 
K , pois'd aright in Reason's eqnal «cale , 
Light fly her merits and her faults prevail ^ 
His mind he vovrs to free from amorous care. 
The latent mischief froni his heart to tear. 
Resume his azure arms , and shine again in war. 

South of the castle in a terdant gUde 
A spreiaiding heech extends frer friendly shade : 
Here oft the Nymph his hnfathSbg vovrs had heirJ; 
Here oft her silence had her heart dedaf'd. 
As^ lacti%^ spring awkk'd hef infant bnds , 
And genial life iuforih'd the verdant woods; 
Henry, in'knots involving Ehimsfs name. 
Had half expressed and half ConceaFd his flame 
Upoh this tree : and , as the tender itiark 
Crew with the year, and widened with the BarL, 
Tenus had heard the virgin's soft address , « 
That , as the wound , the passion might increase^ 
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Ajb potent Kfttare shed her kindly showfen , 
A.nd deck'd the varioBs mead with opening flowers f 
XJpon this tree the Nymph's oUiging care 
Itlad left a frequent wreath for Henry's hair ; 
"^hich as with gay delight the U>¥er fomid, 
Pleas'd with his conquer , with her pnescnt crown*d i 
Olorious through all die pliuns he oft' had gone ^ 
And to each 8wain the mystic honour shown ; 
7 he gift stiU prais'd , the giver still unknown. 

His secret note the troubled Henry writes ^ 
To the known tree the lorely maid invites : 
Jmperfect words and dubious terms express , 
That unforeseen mischance distnrb'd hili peace ^■ 
That he nuLst something to her ear commend , 
On which her conduct and his lifer depend. 

Soon as the fair^one had the note receiT'd , 
The remnant of tlie day alone she griev'd : 
For diflferent this from every former note ', 
Which Venus dictated , and Henry wrote ; 
"Which told her att his future hopes were bid 
On the dear bosom of his Nut-brovm Maid ; 
Which always bless'd her eyes, and own'd her power) 
And bid her oft' adieu , yet add^ more* 
^ow night advaat'd. The house in sleep were laid. 
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The nforse expmenc'd , and the prying maidf 
At last that sprite , which docs incessant hauntf 
The loveVs steps , the ancwnt Maidcn-aont. ' 
To her dear Henry Emma wings her way, 
"With ^dcei^d pace rrpauing forc'd delay; 
Vot Love , fantastic power , that » afraid 
To stir ^road ti^ watchftdness be laid , 
Undaunted then o'er cliUs and valleys strays , 
And leads his votaries safe through pathless v?ayi.' 
7?ot Ax^s with his hundred eyes shall find 
Where Cupid goes ; though he , poor guide lisUind^' 

The Maiden first arriving^, 4ent her eye 
To adL , if yet its chief delight were nigh : 
With £ear an^with desire, with joy and pain. 
She sees, and runs to meet him on the phin* 
But oh K. his steps proclaim no lover's hasie : 
On the low ground his fix'd r^ards are cast ; 
His artful bosom heaves dissembled sighs \ 
And tears subom'd laU copious from his eyes* 

With ease , alas ! we' credit what we love : 
His painted grief does real sorrow move 
Iq ^ afflicted fair ; adovra her cheek* 
Trickling her genuine tears their current break; 

« 

Att^tive stood the mouroAil Nymph : the Man 
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Broke mXeae^ first : tlie uk alteraatc na^ 

HcssT. 
StnetMt, , Ot^me, W$tt them, IcU a paia , 
EoiiiM , hefmtd wluii wamuk haaw lo ic%i 7 
Has thj nocertam basom ever stro? a 
'With the fint tninalu af a realiare? 
Hast thoa now 3f«a4ed^ and now hint his tway. 
By tonia airane , and iojfol fa obey ? 
Thy Tir^ softness hast than e'er hewaiPd ; 
As Reason yieUed^ and m Lotc prvfast'd ? 
And wept the potent God's resistles dart , 
His hiUing pleasuie^ his estatie smart/ 
And beairenly poiion thrilUog throngh thy htftit? 
If so ^ with pity view my wretched state ; 
At least deplore^ and then forget my iate : 
To some more happy Knight reserve thy charms > 

£y fortune iarour'd , and suoceisful arms : 

f 

And only , as the snn's revolving ray 
Brings hack each year his meUncholy day , 
Permit one sigh , aod set apart one tear , 
To ao ahandon'd exile's eodless care. 
For me , alas ! ont-cast of human race ^ 
Love's anger only waits , and dire disgrace ; 
For lo ! these bauds in murther are emhrued^ 

18 
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These trenbihiig feet by JtufticeAre pursued: 
Fate calls aloud , and hastens me away ; 
A shaiQcful death attends my longer stay ; 
And I this n^fht must fly from thee and love , 
Condemned in lonely woods, alMni^'tA man , to roT& 

Emma. 

What is OUT bliss , tW changeth with t%e moon -, 
And day of life , that darhens ere 'tis noon ? 
What is true passion , il unhlest it dies ? 
And where is Emaaa's joy , if Henry Ikes ? 
If love « aUs ! be pam ; the pain I bear 
Pfo thought can figure ,.tknd no tongue declare' 
P^e'er £iithiul woman felt, nor false one feigned, 
The flames which long hare hi~my bosom reign'd: 
The God of Love himself inhabits there . 
With aU his rage, and dread, and grief, and care. 
His complement of stores , and total war. 

O ! cease then coldly to suspect my lore ; 
And let my deed at least my faith approvev > 
Alas! no youth shall my endearments share f 
Nor day nor night shall interrupt my care)' 
No future story shall with truth upbraid 
The cold indtjBrereftce of the Nut-brown Maid : 
Nor to hard banishment shall Henry ran ; 
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^Hle careleftf Ernopa sleeps on licdi of doTm. 
\Seyr me resoly'd , where-e'er thou lead's! , to go ^ 
Friend to thj pain, and partner of thy W9e; 
for I attest fair Yeniu and her son , 
That I , of ail mankind , -wiU love but thee alone* 

HSKRT. 

Let prudence yet ^hstni^ct thy renturout way ^ 
, And take good heed, what mea will think and Siy : 
That beauteous Emoaa vagrant courses took ; 
Her father's house and civil life forsook ^ 
That , fttU of youtUul blood , aoA fond ef man , 
She to the wood^Iaod with an exile ran. 
Itoflect , that lessen'd fame is ne'er regained ^ 
And virgin honour, onpe , is always stain'd : 
T:imelj advis'd , the coming evil ahnn : 
Better not do the deed , than weep it done. 
J^o penance can absolve our guilty fame ; 
Nor tears , that vrash out sin, can wash out shame* 
Then fly the «ad effects of desperate love ; 
And leave a banish'd man through lonely woodsto roy«f 

Emka. 
Let Emma's hapless case be falsely told 
By the rash young, or the ill-natur'd old : 
J^t every tengue it9 varijous censures chuse ; 
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AJikolTe urith coUloess , or with spite accuse ; 
Fair Truth at hist her radiant beams will raise ; 
And Malice vaoquish'd heightens Virtue's praise. 
Let then thy fa? our but indulge my flight ; 
01 let my presence make thy tnirels light ; 
And potent Venus shall exalt ray name , 
AboTe the rumours of censorious Fame ; 
Nor from that busy Demon's restless power 
WiU ever Emma other grace implore , 
Than that this truth should to the world be known; 
That I, of all mankind, have loVd but thee abne* 

HsivaT' 
But canst thou wield the sword , and bend the bow? 
MTith active force repel the sturdy foe ? 
When the loud tumult speaks the battle nigh , 
Aiad winged deaths in whistling arrows fly ; 
Wilt thou> though wounded, yet undaunted stay, 
Perform thy part, and share the dangerous day? 
Then , as thy strength decays , thy heart will fail. 
Thy limbs all trembling, and thy cheeks all pale j 
With fruitlesis sorrow , thou , inglorious maid , 
Wilt weep thy safety by thy love betrajr'd : 
Then to thy friend, by foes o'er-charg'd , deny 
Jhy little useleai aid ,- and coward ^ : 
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Then trilt thou curse the chance that made thee love 
A banished man, condemn' d in lonely woods tg roTe«> 

£XMA. 

"With fatal certainty Thalestris knew 
To send the arrow from the twanging yew ; 
And , great in arms , and foremost in the war / 
Bonduca brandished high the British spear. 
Could thirst of vengeance and desire of fame 
Excite the female breast with martial flame ? 
And shall not Love's diviner power inspire 
More hardy virtue , and more generous fire ? 

Near thee > mistruft not , constant I '11 abide , 
And fall , or vanquish , fighting by thy side; 
Though my inferior strength may not allow , 
That I should bear or draw the. warrior bow j 
"With ready hand^ I will the s\aSl supply. 
And joy to see thy victor arrows fly* 
Tonch' d in the battle by the hostile reed , ( bleed ; 
Should'st thou ( but Heaven avert it ! ) shonld'st thou 
To stop the wounds, my finest lawn I 'd tear , 
Wash them with tears, and wipe them withrmy hair ! 
Blest, when my dangers and my toils have shown. 
That I ^ of all mankind^ could love but thee alone* 



18 
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Hbitht* 
But codM tlion, tender maid^ canst thou snstaiii 
Afflictive ytuA , or hua|;er'8 pressiDg pain ? 
Thoie UoiIm , in lawn and softest silk amy'd , 
From siin-beania guarded , and of winds afraid ; 
Can ftkej bear aogrj Jove ? can thej resist 
The parching dog-star , and the hlea^ north-east 7 ' 
When / chili'd by adverse snows and beating rain , 
We tread with weary steps the lonesome plain ; 
When with hard toil we seek our eyening food. 
Berries and acorns from the neighbouring wood ^ 
And find among the cliffs no other house , 
^ut the .thin eovert of some gathered boughs ; 
Wilt thou not then reluctant send thine eye 
Around the dreary waste ; and weeping try 
( Though then , alas ! that trial be too late ) 
To find thy father's hospitable gate , 
And seats , wherp ease and plenty brooditig sate? 
Those seats, w-henee long excluded thou must monrii 
That gate^ for ever barr'd to thy return : 
W^t thou not then bewail ill-fated lore , 
A)Did hate a banish'd man , condeittn'd in woods lo roTsT 

Tfhj ris<s gf fortttxuB did I oiil;fr we4 # 
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from its declime deterniin'd to recede ; 
Did I but purpose to embark ivith thee 
On the smooth surface of a summer's sea } 
While geutle Zephyrs play ia prosperous gales ; 
And Fortune*s favour fills die swelling sails ; 
But would forsake the ship , and make the shore , 
When the wjinds whistle, and the tempest roar? 
N^o , Henry , no . one sacred oath haa tied 
Our loves ; one destiny our life shall guide ; 
JSfor wild nor deep our common way divide. 

When from the cave ihou risest with the day , 
To beat the woods , and rouse the bounding prey ; 
The qaye with moss and branches TU adorn , 
And cheerful sit , to wait my lord's return : 
And , when thou frequent bring'st the smitten deer 
( For seldom , archers say , thy arrows err ) , 
I'll fetch quick fuel from the neighbouring wood , 
And strike the sparkling flint , and dress the food ; 
With hunibje duty and officious haste , 
rii cull the furthest mead for thy repast j 
The choicest herbs I to thy board will bring , » 
And draw thy water from the freshest spring : 
And , wh^n at night with weary toil opprest , 
ISjoft slumbers thou eDJoy'st, and wholesome r(H) 
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Watchful^ I '11 guard thee « and with midnight prajer 

Wearj the Gods to keep thee in their care ; 

And joyous ask , at mom's returning ray , 

If thou hast health , and I may bless the daj. 

My thoughts shall fix, ihy latest wish depend. 

On thee, guide, guardian, kinsman, father, friend : 

By all these sacred names be Henry known 

To Emma's heart ; and grateful let him own , 

That she^ of all mankind, could love but him alone I 

HEirRT* 

Vainly thou tell'st me , what the woman's care 
Shall in the wildness of the woods prepare : 
Thou , ere thou goest, unhappiest of thy kind , 
Must leave the habit and the sex bjehind. 
No longer shall thy comely tresses break 
hi flowing ringlets on thy snowy neck ; 
Or sit behind thy head^, an ample round. 
In graceful braids with various ribbon bound -: 
No longer shall the boddice aptly lac'd , 
From thy fuU bosom to thy slender waist ^ 
That air and harmony of shape espress , 
Fine by degrees , and beautifully less : 
Nor shall thy lower garments artful ploit , 
FrvAi^thy (air side^epeadeut %0 thy fet t , ' 
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Arm their chaste beautiea with a modest pride , 
And doublie «Tery charm they seek to hide* 
Th' ambrosial pletaty of thy shining hair , . 
Cropt off and lost , scarce lower than thy/ ear 
jShall stand uncouth : a horse*man's coat shall hid« 
Thy taper shap^ , and comeliness of side : 
The short trunk-hose shall sheir thy foot and kneo 
Licentious , and to common eye-fight free : 
And , with a holder stride and looser air, 
Mingled with men, a man thou must appear* 

Pf or solitude , nor gentle peace of mind , 
Mistaken maid , shalt thou in forests find : 
'Tis long since Cyn^hiji and her train were there z 
Or guardian Gods made innocence, their care* 
Vagrants and out-laws shall offend thy view : 
Kor such must be my friends , a hideous crew 
By advene fortune mix'd in social ill, 
Train'd to assault , and disciplined to kill : 
Their common loves ^ a lewd abandoned pack ^ 
The beadle's lash still flagrant on their back : 
By sloth corrupted , by disorder fed , 
Made bold by want , and prostitute for bread : 
^ith such ipnist Emma hifnt the tedious day , 
Assist their liolence , and divide their prey : 
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"Willi alich the must return at setting light , - 

though, not partaJker , watnesB ol their night. 

Thy ear , inur'd tai diaritable founds 

And pitying hsve , most feel the hateful woundt 

Of jest ehfloene and ^rulgar ribaldry, 

The ill-bred question , and the lewd reply ; 

Brought by long habitude fro«i ba^ to w^orse , 

Idust hear the frequent oath , the direfel curse. 

That latest weapon of the wretches' war , 

And blasphemy , sad oomrade of ^lespair. 

Novi;^ Emma^ now the lait reflexion make, 
'What tluni wouU'st foHow , what thou must fendw ; 
By our iU^omen'd staffs, and adv^rfie fleaten, 
Ko middle object to jLhy choice is-^ven^ 
Or yield thy Tirtiie , to atta^ thy love; 
Or leatea banidii'd man« condemil'din woods toroTA 

ESMA. 

O grief of heart ! diat our anhappy fitter 
For(» thee to suftr ^hat thy honour hates : 
Mix thee amongst the bad ; or make thee ran 
Too near the paths which .Tirtue bids thee skon. 
Yet with her Henry still let Emma go ; 
tlYith him abhor Che rice , but share the woe : 
And siire my little heart can never cr^ 
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AmiiBt the wont ; if Henry stitt be tliere. 

Our outward met k prompted from wkhra | 
j4nd from the aiaii/tr** mind prooeedt theuB : 
By her owo dioke (wee Yirtne is approir'd } 
IV^or by tbe force of outward ^objects mov'd. 
Who has asMiy'4 no danger, Soios noprawtf. 
In a BtnaSl isle, amidst the widest seas^- 
Triumphant Constancy has fix'd her seat : 
In Tain' thtf Syrens sing , the tempests beat : 
Their flatter;^ sbe refects , nor lears their threiTf, 

For thee aloUe these lilUe charms I drett : 
Condemn'd them, or absolved them by thy^t^st.- 
In comely figure rang'd my jewels shoae^ ^ 
Or negligently pla<^'d for th^ alone : 
For thee again they shall be Uid aside } 
Tbe woman , Henry v f^^ put off her pride 
For thee : my cloaths, my sex, exchatng'd for their,' 
I 'U naing^ with the people's wretched Un ^ 
O line extreme of.bumai\ iniamy I 
Wanting the scissars , wiih these hands I *U tear 
( If that obstructs tay flight ) this load of hairr 
Black soot , or yellow walnut shaU disgrace 
This little red and white of Emma's face* 
These ouiB vith scmt^hcs shaU defom my brvaif ^ 
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Lest by my Ibok or cokiur be expressed 
The mark of aught high-born, or ever better dress'd. 
Tel in thi» cominerce , under this disguise , 
Let me .be grateful still to Henry's eyes ;• 
Lost to the world , let me to him be known : 
My fat» 1 can absoKe , if he shall ewn^. 
That , leaving all mankind , I love but him alone. 

Heitry. 

O wildest thought of an abandoned mind ! 
Name, habit, parents, woman, left behind, 
£v*n honour dubious , thou preferr'st to go 
Wild to the woods with me i said Emma so ? 
Or did I dream what £mm» never said? 
O guilty error ? and O wretehed nviid I 
Whose roving fancy would resoWe the samw 
With him , who next should tempt her easy fame \ 
Ai¥l blow with empty words ihe susceptible flame* 
Now why should doubtful terms thy mind perplex ? 
Confess thy frailty, and 7tow thosex : 
No longer loose desire for constant lov« (rori* 
BlistJik^) but say, 'tis Man with whomtboulong'stta 

Emva. 

Are there not poisons, racks, and flames, andfwor^; 
That Emma tbiis muat die by Henry'a words? 
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Vet wliat could swtfrds Or poison, tacks or flame. 
But mangte and £g]oint this brittle frame ! 
"SHott fatal Henry's words ; they murder Emma's fanii^ 

And fall these payings from that gentle tongue , '• 
Where civil speech and soft persuasion hung ; 
Whose artful sweetness and harmonious strain / 
Courting my grace, yet courting it in vain ^ 
Call'd sighs , and tears , and wishes to his aid ; 
And, whikt it Henry's glowidg flatne contey'd; 
iStillblam'd the coldness of the Nut-brown Maid? 

Let envious jealousy and canker'd spite 
t'rodnce my aetions to severest light , 
And tax my open day, or secret night. 
t)id e'er my tongue speak my unguarded be*rt ^ 

m 

The least inclined to play the wanton's part ? 
Did e'er my eye one inward thought reveal , 
Which angels might not hear , and virgins telf ? 
An^ hast tliou , Venty , in iny conduct known 
One fault , but that which I must «ver own , 
.That I, of all mankind, hare lov'd but thee alone 1[ 

HZVHT. 

Tainly thoa talk'st of loving me alone : 
Each man as man ; and all our sex is one. 
I^'alie are pur' trords , and fickle ia eur mind ;.. 



\ 
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J^or iaX^pT^'f ritual can we ever find 
Vows mad« to last , or proonset to biod. 

By Nature prompted > and for empire made,* 
AUkp by itreogtH or cuofdog ve invade : 
When arm'4 vlth rage w« Qurcb against tbe fo«jC 
We WX iJtiA battU-9:(» jind draw t)MP bow : 
When, at^ Vithpfwion, ive attack tbe Uu, 
Debuivf} sjgju and brittle yoy^^ we bear j 
0«r (a)«hnod and o)»x arms have ef ual use ; 
M thtfj our wv(ff»/tst or delight produce. 
The foolisli hear^ th^u g^r'M , again receir«. 
The only boon de^rtv»g ^v^ can give- 
To be less wretclf e^ > he no longer true ; 
What «triv«« to 0y lhe# , «by ehould'st then puibmI . 
Forget t&e present Qatn^ , indulge a new ; 
Single |he kT^»t #f the amoroBS youth ; - 
Ask for bi# vpF ; W hope not for his truth. 
The 9A^t m%n < >n4 thff next thou sh»H beliere> . 
Will p9wn his jgpds^ intending to deociv^ ; 
^WUi kufiei » implore , persist , o'eroome , and kavib 
Hence let thy Cupid. idm his arrows right : 
Be wise and £s}se , «hun trouble , jreik^4eUght ;'. 
Change tkpu the firvft , uor wait thy liner's flight 
Vrhy 4Miikl'n thMi«ccp?]i£t Nnture jaAfiiA 
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I J^r the« yottog ind i«4f ; f uniied the cbald 
Of Youth and Buraty : I ftdotktr MW 
Fair* , aifd yoOdg«r } ylfMiitg tl> tlie la# 
Of otf all-rnliag m#th€T , I putmiti 

ryotttb , more hwuij : blest tieittitudtf ! 
^active heart itiU ke«p« iU prftlifM flallie ^ 
le object altef'd , the desli;e the mtot. 
This youoger ftiret* ple^i her flghtOil d^attts j[ 
rith prMent p<mer ewfeplfls me td her ariiit* 
|d much I feat , front my fshjeeM mlfid 
I Beaiity^a force fo conMant JLcMfe ean Bitid >/ 

her tutiff ikt thaUl 
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And weejliiig fottow 
.^ith idle eUments 

^or can the wddA< 
80 yi9id€, to bepe till 
Lore , wel^thott kAoi 
Cupid arene r^ecu 
Then from thy tit 
An uaeleia tofvow » 
And leaite int, irklri 

Are we ioMfd 



r« deetjrM; 

thoddoAt flow, 

r6kett yo#. 

thy wiib«i ^i¥ 

may*tt Hve wHh ne^. 
10 partnenhip dOoin • 
Id towi : 

, t^n m&i^ , remote 

at'^slarr'd loNre ; 
% atlafgeittttoddstorotdu 

•1^ greti ertdr htif 
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Is each man perjtur'd, and each nymph hetnfdf 
Of the superior sex. art thou the worst? 
And I of mioe the nioat colnpleatly curst ? 
Tet let me go with tliee ; and going prove , 
From what I will endure , how much I love. 
This potent heauty, this triumphant lair. 
This happy ohject of our difiercnt care / 
Her fet me follow } her let me attend 
A servant (she may scorn the name of friend)* 
"What shf demands , inoe«sant I 'U pcepaoe : 
t 'n wave her garlands^ and I '11 |»lait her hair : 
lily htsy diligence sh^U deck her board 
( For there at least I may approach my lord ); 
And , when her Henry's softer hours advise 
Bis servant's ahsenc^ /with dqected ey^ 
Far I 'U necede , and sighs forbid to rise* 

Y^, when incECasiog grief brings cAow disease) 
'And ehhing life, on terms seve^ a* th^ae^ 
Will have its little lamp no longer fed $ 
Wl«» HpnryV mi,tt«. .kew. law Bmma derfi 
Kescue my .poor remains from- vile« .neglect : 
\VUh virgin honours ]bet my hearse; he decht* 
And decent emblem ; and at least persuade 
Jhis happy nymph , |h4( fyfim». fOAJ h^ Uifi 



VPliere thou, Aaait timhor of my 4eiifJk>/^«rd dM, 
'With ffinpiem ffft'my t^puldtfe tiM^ Me. 
The nymph aiMst het }4yd itiAy htt^ bi^thi 
Ooe pitfp* ni^ V renting ott my 4feMl»; 
And the sad ftW ivMiA «he MUf AM diy j^t^di^, 
"Who hope» A^ib- Hemy'tf Vi^f ««Mid tt^ef. 
And thou fomnmi,' tbtftt cHel, fts fhduilft; 
If Emaafw kmf^^a ^et foneVd thy ImA ^ 
Thou sure dlilttll ^l^ Oi« ilMto^M, Mid Ai>(^<Mkltf kftf 
To }mv^ ''i^bittrf l6te>tft]liniA»ifd t« AS^^; 
To her/ irbo dying , Mi «lM> iNfUtl^ mitof 
Bid it in lastiilg ehaffMUM he l]to#«y 
That, 4v ttniAuBijd', vw wv'd vttC iltM^ mVifft' 

And thoii > lA^hf mit/i'i, k«li<^ M« ^MM t i^iLti 

The Wftn''fita(Crv OWW 0r uly ISmmB HfT^» 

O pol|«tf^ t9H(M r O tUdtorioW Mr! 
At least exdlM^ It Ifiil «^ fl^T^rr: 
Eec«i««lkteiMiifa|^ft^, AM fofgtfif t&«#aft; 

Intreats ^ pMttht , mi itHphrei iSffktt : 
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Fiufcrt eollAQtionQfthy tex*» charms. 

Crown of mf love, and honour of my youth ! 

Bomry , thyi Henry , with etomal troth^ 

Aft thou maj'st with , ihall all hu Ufi^ en|pk»y « ^ 

And Ibimd his glory in his £nk|iia> joy. 

In me b^ol4 the pQt«iat Edgir'sheir , 
]Uustrl4>Bis earl : him terrible in^ war - , 
Let Loyre coafesa, for she haf lielihis iword^ 
4nd trembling fled before the British lord* 
Him great in peace and wealth fair Qeva haowa; 
For shej^uuidst his spacious meadow^) flows } 
Inclines her um upon hif iatten'd Upd^; 
And sees his nnn^roiis.hfrd imprint her sands. 

And thou, my lair, my dove, shall raise thy lhoai|^ 
To grpalnesi neit to entire 5 shal^ be brought 
"Wilb aolehni^ pomp to my paternal sm ;. 
1^]^r|^ pease and plenty on thy wond sMl wait« 
Jif usic and ^tf^ shall wake tl^e UMirriageHday ; . 
And , whilst the, prie^ ^ccosf the, bride's . delay , 
Iffyrtles and roses shall obstruct her. way. 

Friendship shall still thy eTeni|ig feanta adorn ; 
An4 bl^'^M^ Peace shall ever bt^ $hy monu 
/Succeeding ^^rs, their happy race shall ri^i , , 
Aad age luli^dod bj delight c^u^q «a| 
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i^rhUe yet superior hprt shall m<^k bis power ; 
And when old Time shall turn the fated hour , 
Vrhich only can our weli-tfed kaot unfotd ; 
What rests of l^oth, one sepulchre shall hold. 
* Hence then £or ever from my Emma's breast 
( That hearen of softness , and that seat of rest ) 
Te doubts and fears , and all that know Ao moTd 
^Tormenting grief ^ and all that trouble lore , 
Seatter'd by winds recede , and wild in foiPaet jpoi94 

. . EVVA. 

O day the .fairest sufe that ever rose I 
Perf od and end of anxious Emma's woes ! 
Sire of her. joy ^ and source ofber djclight; 
.O ! wing*d with pleasure take thy happy flight, 
jind give each futpxre morn a tincture of thy .'whiles 
Tettcli thy votary, potent Queen of Love, 
Henry , my Henry , will he never rove ? 
'WiU he be ever kind , and just, and good ? , 
And-Ut there yet no misUresa in the wood? 
/I^one , nose there is \ the thought was ra^ and Yaii^- 
K false idea , and a fancy'd: pain. ^ 

Doubt shall for ever q^uit my strengthened hearty - 
AjmI annpus jealousy *s coEtroding smart; 
Kor ether inmate shall: inhabit there > .. ^ 
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Bfit tbft M^f ', ywat^ Joy , -kad pleai^g G5ij^ ; 

H«noie let t^e tld^s <yf [Aenty ^iSb iiM V6w» 
And Forti]M^'8*vdtiotisgaleiftilirele<!e^ B!flr«r. 
If at thy feet the ^iip|»1iant goddelis i^taA& , 
And sheds Her trea^^ inf^ uh^eary'd tiiridt; 
Herptcsent lavotur cabtioin I'll embracfe , 
JttiA ttot unthankTnliise t^'e profier'd jgrande r 
If she retelaiihs the tempoVary Vooh, 
'-Ai^d tries her pi^idns, fimterSng ie be ^oiie^ 
Secure of miad , I 'U dhVi&te her intent , 
And uncoiJi\:ejf*n''d Vifetkihi the goods ihe leiJk» • 
Nor happiness can I, nbr misery feel. 
From any lurn of her fantastic iivheel : 
Fnendshipl gi%&t l«aws , anH {^ove'v'stiperior pe«ci$» 
WmsI tAkrk the cdTdur of my future hours. 
From <h^ evetfts ViMcAi ^hy comijnai^ds ct^ate 
^ I must m^ blessSh^ or lAy sorroVirs dafe - 
And Henrys wtR must dictate EVnm^'s fate. 

Yet whStie w!th clo^ <fe&^t ^id mward pride 
^ VrihMi iVbm Mke ifddi Aj careful Votl shail i») 
I see thee, lord %Urd ^bS of bay divine , 
Exalted liigh as virtue <?aii retire ', 
/With power inv'ested/aiad With pleasure clieAtM; 
Sought by the^ood^ by the oppressid'r fear'dj 



Loaded and blest tvith a/n lihe 'affla<*nt stdre , 
'WMch human vows at Soaking sKriiies implore ; 
Grateful and'humble grant me to employ 
• My life snbscnrient only to thy joy ; 
And at my death ^o i>less thy kihdness showii 
To her, Who of mkAkind coiildlove biitthee alone^i 
- WViii ifhits the constant pair alternate said « 
Joyfitl above thenCi aiid abound them pby'd 
Angels and sportive Loves , a numerous croWd ; 
Smiling they dapt their Irings , and low they bow'd I 
They tuhibled all tbeir little quivers o*er , 
To chusie propitious shafts , a precious store ; 
That , when their 'God should take liis future dartSi; 
To strike (ho'w^^r riarely ) coilstaht hearts. 
His happy skill might propier arms emploiy , 
All 'tipt with pleasure , tod all wtng'd with joy : 
And those , they vow'd , whose 1iv<^8 should imitate 
The lovers' constancy^ should share their fate. 

The Queen of Beauty stdpt her bridled doves; 
Approved the little labour of the Loves ^ < 
Was'proud and pleased the mttttfal vow to hear^ 
And to the triumpli call'd the God of War : 
Soon as she calls, the God is always near. 
Kow, Wars., she saJdV let Fame exalt her yojfee;. 
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Nor let tby cooquests onij be Her cboice : - 
But nrhen she sings great Edward from the Held 
Retam'd , the hostile spear and captive shield 
In concord's temple hung , and GaUk taught to yieU ; 
And.when , as prudent Saturn shall compleat 

.^he^yje^irs designed to perfect Britain's state , 
The svifl-ving'd poorer shall take her tramp .again , 
T« sing her fatpurite Annans wondrous reiga ^ 
To recpUect unweary^d Marlborough's toils f 
Old Rufus' hall unequal to his spoils \ 
The British soldier from his high command 

^CloriQUs J and Gaul thrice T^nquis^d by his hands 
Xiet her at least perform what I desire ; 
With second breath the rocal brass ip^pire ; 
And tell the nations, in no vulgar strain , 
'What wars I manage , and what wreathy I gafa 

^ And , when thy tumulu and thy fights are past; 
And wheik thy laurelf at my feet are cast ; 
Taithful may'st thou, like British Henry .« proTe: 
And , Emma-like , let me return thy love. 

Renown'd for truth , let aU thy sons appear ^ 
And copstant Beauty shall reward their care. 

Mars smil'd, and bow'd : the Gypriaai)eitT 
Ti^rn'd to the glorious ruler of the sky; 
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And thou , she smiling said , great God of days 
And verse , behold my deed , aad siDg my praise ^ 
As on the British earth , my (aTonrite isle , 
Thy gentle rays atad kindest ioflnence smile , 
Through all her laughing fields and Terdant groTea/ 
Proclaim with joy these memontble Iotos. 
From eveiy annual course let one great day 
To celebrated sports and floral play 
Be set aside ; and , in the softest bys 
Of thy poetic sons , be solemn praise , 
And everlasting marks of honour paid , 
To the true Lover, and the Nut-brown Maid. 
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NOTES 

» 

ON THOMSON'S SEASONS; 
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JtrAOV 117 , line 91 : The general Breeze , etc 

"Which blows constantly between the tropics from ' 
t^e east, or tiie collateral points^ the north-east 
and south-east ; caused by the pressure of^he rarefied ' 
air on that before it ; according to the diurnal motion 
•f the sun from east to west. 

Page ti8, line i : Returning turn , etc- 
, In all climates between the tropics , the sun , at 
lie passes and repasses in his annual motion , 14 twice " 
pryear vettical , which produces this effect* 

page 120 , line \%. : Behemoth rears his head, etc* "^ 
; The Hippopotamus , or river-horse. 

Page tai , line aa : Profitsefy pours , ^te* ' 

•In all the regions of the torrid zone, the birds ^^ 
though more beautiful in their plumage , are obsei^ 
ved to be less melodious than ours. 

Page ia5, line i5 : JP)rom Metiam's , etc- 

The rirer that runs through Siam ; on whose banks 
a vast multitude of those insects called Fire-flies makci 
a beautiful appearanoe in the night. 

Page ia6, line 4^ The mighty Oretbma, etc- 

The river of the Amaxons. 

Page i3a« line 4 : -^ni^ dirw Ecne^hia, ett* ' 



2 -NOTES. 

Typhon and EcnephUk, tfamef of parUcnUr storms 
Dr hurricaBes , kiiown only bettreen the tropics* 

P^e i3>^ line 7 i Fftset/ itltM ,. 4/^. w a 
tioudy speck f etc. 

Called by sailors tbe Ox'tyt, being in appe»« 
ranee at first no bigger. 

Page 1 Ss^ , liner »i : JVUh such mmd geas ikt datmg 
Canutfou^hi, etc* 

Yasco de Gama > the Qfai wbor tailed romd Africa^ 
l>y tbe Cape of Good Hope , to tbe East Indiea. 

page i3.3, Une'^jS } Tka JLus^anm Prlrtoe , etc. 

Don Henry , third son %o John the iint , \aafj of 
Portugal His strong g<0i»iw.te. the distoverj eCneir 
cpuntries was |he chief *soerce ef aUi the modera 
improvements ii^ naviga|iott> - 

Page 155 , line 3 ; Ihs9^nis 7 Fr^mi £AUpit^0 
poisoned woo^ , ,€lQ» 

These are the .causes supposed W be the firtC otigiit 
ef the Plague « in Dr. Mead't tleganf boob on tiiki 
Sttbjlecti 
. Page i47/ Une 6 : Sttsi^^ <&# jMIm^ ete« 

The Venus of Medici 

Page i4d» ^>^ ^S ' '^hf ^«^ Mghtf id Skene y etc. 

The old naraq of Bzehi«oadi sign^^sleg id Saxen 
Shining , or Sf4^idtr^ 

Page i49> line 2%: jDfov^t^the Sfsier-^Ub , eKv 

Htghgate and Hamstead. 

Pag% i5o« line iS : T^^Mlin^ Oo4, etc^ 

la bis last uskjffa^ 



NOTEl 1 

psage i$4' ^°* 19 : His friend, theSridihCatsms. 
.. Algeraoiv $Mluey« 

Page 1 55^ liof 18: The generous ^shkif , etc* 

Antony Asbiej Cooper, Earl of Sbafteabury. 

Page 202 , Un« 3 : Belietfes the stony ginUe, etc. 

The MoBcoTites jM ihe R^kean Mountains fyelfkt 
.^amenfpoys , that U , the great storv}r Girdle : because 
they suppose them to encompass the whole earth. 

Page 2oa , line 12 : ^nd of the bending Mountains. 

A range of Mountains in Africa, that surround al* 
most 9II MoDomotapa* 

Page a 1 2, line 12 : Thtfair majestic paradise, etc^ 

The seat of the Lord discount Cobham. 

Page 21a, line 20 ; Or in thai temple, etc, ^ 

The Tenpk of Yirtuc in Stowe-^ardens. 

P. a44 < lio^ ^ • '^^ ^*^ ^^ ^forget the generomM 
land, etc. — The Jiii Coivroittee , in the year 1729. 

Page 248 , Uoo 5 : The firm, cto* -^ Leooidas. 

Pago ^48 , lint IS *• Submitting , swill'd a haughty 
BivaVs fame , etc — Themistodcs* 

Page 348, Hoe 24: M*id, equai to the best, the 
Theban Pair, etc. t- Peiopidai and Epamioondas- 

Page n^o, line 7 '• ThepuUie FaUier, etc. 

2|arcu» JuuiiM BnitiM. 

P. 25o, I. »3: Tk/wHUng /Victim, etc. — ReguW 

Page 256 , line 1 1 : Or charm the heart , in gene* 
rous Bevil shewed, etc. 

A cliaracter in the Gopscious Lovers , written bj 
Sir lUchard Steele. 
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4 NOTES. 

Pafpe 263, line 20 *. Bends to the goldfn eotdi cf 
tick Cathejr, etc. — The old name ofCliiQa. 

Pftge a63 , line 24 '• ^ boisterous race , hy frosty 
Cauruspierc'd, etc- — The North- West "Wind. 

Page 264 , lioe 4 *• Drove vOtrtitA horde , etc: 

The wandering Scjrthiao-Oans. 

Page 365, line i5 : Where pure Niemi's fiUy 
fnoualains rise , etc. 

M. de Maupertuts, in his book ott ike Figure of 
the Earth y after having described the beautiful Lake 
and Mountain of Niemi in Lapland , says — « FroA. 
» this height we had opportunity several times to see 
» those vapours Hse from the Lake > wblch the people 
» of the country. ciaU ffaltios , and which they deem 
M to be the guardian Spirits of the Moimtains. We had 
» beeki frighted with stories of Beaft that haunted this 
n place , but sawudne. It seem'd x^iher a place ef 
«» ressort for Fairies and Genii \ than Bears ». 

Page a65, line 16 i j4ndfring*d with roses Tea- 
gUo roUs his stream , etc. - gt 

The same Author observes — «,% was surprised to 
K see upon the banlis of this river (the TengUo) ioie» 
M of as tively a red as any that a(rc in our gardens »• 

Page 266, lioe 9 : Beholds new seas heiiealk 
ttnother sfy, etc* -^ The ether HeooilspHere. 
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